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From  the  London  Magazine.* 

Free  Objcrvations  on  ike  Scurvy,  Gout,  Diet,  and  Remedy. 
Remarks  on  Air,  Exercije,  the  Bath,  and  other  Medicinal 
Waters,  are  inter Jperfcd.  By  Francis  Spilsbuhy, 

Chym  ijl.  8 vo.  \V  ilkae. 

“ "INDEPENDENT  of  the  particular  view  of  recommending 
“ JL  his  Specific  for  the  Cure  of  the  Scurvy,  Mr.  Spilsbury’s 
“ Pamphlet  may  be  confidered  as  a very  ufeful  publication ; for 
“ he  gives  the  Public  a great  deal  of  medical  advice  for  a trifling 
“ fee.  His  obfervations  are  judicious,  and  his  advice  founded 
“ upon  true  medical  principles.  He  dates  a remarkable  differ- 
“ ence  between  the  Sea  and  the  Land  Scurvy : the  firfl  is  conta- 
<r  gious,  and  rapid  in  its  progrefs ; the  laft  is  never  communi- 
“ catedby  one  perfon  to  another,  and  is  flow  in  its  advances — - 
“ which  occafions  its  being  too  long  negle£led.  We  have  a new 
“ hypothefis advanced  by  Mr.  Spilsbury,  which  requires  the 
“ inveffigation  of  the  Faculty — more  efpecially,  as  he  contra- 
“ di£ls  the  opinions  of  eminent  phyficians  now  living,  and  of 
“ celebrated  medical  writers  of  former  times.  He  takes  great 
“ pains  to  prove,  that  faltcd  meats  do  not  caufe  or  promote  the 
“ Scurvy,  either  at  fea  or  on  land.  To  indolence,  and  want  of 
“ air,  exercife,  and  cheerful  amufement,  taken  in  moderation, 
“ he  aferibes  long  confinement  with  the  Gout,  chalk-flones, 
and  contrafted  finews. 

“ All  the  pafhons  carried  to  excefs  bring  on  formidable 
“ difeafes.  Fear,  terror,  and  fadnefs,  produce  Scurvy  in  a 
“ high  degree. 

1 he  fmall-pox,  taken  by  inoculation,  leaves  the  body  liable 
“ 10  Scuivy,  if  proper  care  is  not  taken  to  purify^ the  blood. 
“ The  ufe  of  cathartics  and  diaphoretics,  for  the  cure  of  the 
Scurvy,  he  explodes.  Vegetable  diet  he  allows  to  be  aninial- 

“ lible 

* See  September,  1780,  par^s  430  and  431. 
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“ lible  remedy  for  the  Sea  Scurvy,  but  not  for  the  Land.  Gar- 
“ den  fcurvy-grafs,  water-creffes,  horfe-radifh,  and  all  of  the 
“ hot,  fharp  clafs  of  antilcorbutics,  he  condemns,  on  the  au- 
“ thority  of  Dr.  Willis,  a celebrated  Phyfician  of  the  laft 
“ century;  alfo  warm  bathing,  efpeclally  in  fulphureous  waters. 
“ Thefe  are  his  principal  medical  aphorifms  on  the  fubject  of 
“ a difeafe,  which,  it  is  faid,  lew  Englifhmen  efcape. 

“ Llpon  the  Gout,  his  obfervations  are  extenfive,  and  contro- 
“ vert  the  opinions  and  pra&ice  of  celebrated  Phyficians.  He 
“ prohibits  the  ufe  of  Madeira  wine,  or  fpicy  libations,  which 
“ are  fometimes  joined  with  opiates  and  purgatives,  to  expel 
“ the  Gout  from  the  flomach.  With  refpeft  to  the  article  of 
“ Diet,  the  grand  regulator  ol  the  health  of  man,  he  lays  down 
“ fome  general  rules,  which  cannot  fail  of  being  ufeful,  efpe- 
“ cially  to  valetudinarians.  His  remarks  on  Punch  and  Tea  are 
“ fo  ingenious,  and  of  fuch  general  concern,  that  they  will  be 
“ given  at  large  in  our  next  Magazine.  The  indifcriminate 
«*  prohibition  of  butter,  bacon,  and  fat  meats,  by  mofl  of  the 
“ Faculty,  Mr.  Spilsbury  condemns,  and  infills  that  they 
“ are  as  proper  for  fome  conftitutions,  as  they  are  prejudicial 
“ to  others.  The  general  rule  is,  temperance  in  diet,  and  it 
“ ought  to  be  varied : he  therefore  recommends  an  extenfive, 
“ rather  than  a confined  diet. 

“ The  Obfervations  on  his  own  Remedy  lor  the  Scurvy, 
ct  Gout,  &c.and  the  Appendix,  containing  the  Cafes  of  perfons 
“ cured  by  it,  do  not  fall  within  our  province,  as  they  par- 
“ take  more  of  the  nature  of  advertifements  than  literary  pro- 
“ duidions.” 


The  European  Magazine,  page  462,  lor  December,  1785, 
obferves — “ The  author  of  this  Treat!  fe  deferves  much  praife 
“ for  his  philanthropic  endeavours  to  ferve  his  lellow  creatures, 
“ particularly  lor  his  advice  to  the  valetudinarian,  relative  to 
“ diet.” 

T O 


TO  THE  VALETUDINARIAN. 


t HONOURED  as  I am  by  you  in  application  both  peiTonal 
and  epiflolatory,  I fhould  think  myfelf  chargeable  with 
ingratitude,  if  I did  not  embrace  this  opportunity  to  acknow- 
ledge the  efteem  and  friendfhip  I bear  to  the  Afflifted  Part  of 
the  Community,  who,  by  innumerable  favours,  have  fo  ge- 
neroufly  diftinguifhed  the  Author  of  a performance,  which  is 
now  fubmitted  to  your  infpe£lion  in  a Fourth  Edition.  What- 
ever faults,  whatever  different  opinions  may  appear  to  you  in 
this  Treatife,  I cannot  afeertain.  Dictated  by  Experience, 
unbiaffed  by  Intereft,  (after  confidering  attentively  the  melan- 
choly diflrefs  occafioned  by  the  Scurvy  and  the  Gout,  and 
finding  patients  in  general  adopt  many  erroneous  notions  re- 
lative thereto,  as  alfo  on  Diet)  I have  given  my  lentiments 
freely  on  thofe  matters,  which  I conceived  neceffary  for  you 
to  he  acquainted  with  ; an  obfervance  of  which,  I truft,  will 
add  much  either  in  preventing  o.r  foftening  thofe  griefs  which 
now  agitate  your  minds.  On  this,  and  all  other  occafions,  I 
beg  to  fubferibe  myfelf, 

• * I . . , . . - - - 

The  Afflifled, 

and  the  Public’s, 


SOH  O-S  Q_U  A R E, 

ILonlJon, 


devoted  Servant, 

F Rs-  SPILSBURY, 


s 
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OBSERVATIONS 


ON  THE 

SCURVY. 


SECT.  I. 

HO  W little  concern  does  the  found  of  any 
given  appellation,  which  implies  dread, 
create  in  us,  when  the  calamity  is  at  a dif- 
tance  ! Such  is  the  effect  of  the  Scurvy  on 
perfons  who  are  unacquainted  with  its  various 
extcnhve  powers,  in  haraffing  the  human 
fpecies;  whilft  to  thofe  who  have  been  con- 
verfant  with  individuals  labouring  under  this 
evil,  the  repetition  of  the  word  recalls  the 
bitter  difquietudes  occafioned  by  this  relent- 
lefs  Harpy.  It  is  a difeafe  not  fo  painful  or 
dcftructive  as  fome  other  maladies,  which  are 
entered  in  the  black  fcroll  of  our  weekly  bills 
or  mortality,  but  in  other  points  more  vexa- 

A tious 


2 


Obfefvations  on  the  Scurvy. 

tious.  Its  chara&eriflic  confifls  in  irritating, 
and  expofing  blemifhes  on  the  human  body, 
often  not  in  the  power  of  the  fufferer  either 
to  conceal  or  remedy ; fo  that  peace  is  ever 
on  the  afpen  wing  to  make  way  for  defpon- 
dency,  whofe  interefl  is  increafed  by  the  re- 
cords of  the  little  fuccefs  attending  the  inde- 
fatigable application  of  the  ancient  phyficians  ; 
nor  can  the  modern  ones,  by  their  preferip- 
tions,  in  point  of  efficacy  claim  a confidence 
we  have  a right  to  expe£I ; — fo  difficult  of  cure 
are  eruptions,  apparently  no  deeper  than  the 
fkin  ! Formerly,  thefe  myfterious  ills  were 
CGnfidered  aspunifhments  inflififed  on  heinous 
aggrelfors,  fuffering  under  the  immediate  fen- 
tence  of  an  offended  Deity,  Whatever  jaf- 
tifiable  reafons  we  have  in  affenting  to  the 
teftimony  of  the  Mofaic  account  of  thofe 
awful  events  at  that  period  of  time,  we  have 
now  the  comfort  to  think  otherwife,  and  to 
behold  thefe  flaws  in  a phylical  view,  fpring- 
ing  up  from  natural  or  accidental  caufes, 
which  are  to  be  palliated,  in  many  wonderful 
inftances  eradicated.  Perhaps  a greater 
number  of  cures  would  grace  our  triumph, 
did  not  our  own  inconfideratenefs  throw 
ftumbling-blocks  in  the  way,  raifedby  envy, 
fupported  by  prejudice,  owing  to  the  antipathy 

man 
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man  has,  of  feeing  or  hearing,  a fellow  being 
fuperior  to  him,  in  any  action  that  is  com- 
mendable ; which  is  one  reafon  why  we  are 
fo  lavifh  in  praife  of  the  dead,  who  are  no 
longer  able  to  eclipfe  us  in  our  purfuits,  nor 
ihade  us  from  the  pinnacle  of  vanity,  on  which 
we  wifh  to  erecl  our  ftandard. 

There  are  other  introdudlory  remarks  fre- 
quently expreffed  relative  to  fcorbutic  difor- 
ders  ; one  in  particular,  viz.  that  every  per  foil 
has  the  feeds  of  this  complaint  in  their  blood  ; 
therefore,  at  one  time  or  other,  they  are  to  ex- 
pect to  feel  the  lafh  of  this  tormentor  5 an  adage 
which  we  wifh  to  obliterate  from  our  imagina- 
tion, becaufe  daily  experience  may  convince 
us,  many  perfons  go  through  life  without  any 
fcorbutic  fymptoms  attending  them  worth 
notice ; and  by  fuch  prognoses,  it  renders 
our  fituation  in  life  fimilar  to  that  idea  pro- 
duced by  the  fear  of  the  fmall-pox.  One 
reafon  may  be  luggelted  why  this  remark  is  fo 
often  introduced  in  converfation,  is,  as  if  by 
fuch  remark  it  would  apologize  for  the  afflic- 
tion, or  at  leaf!,  prevent  others  from  exulting, 
that  in  the  prefent  moment  they  are  exempt : 
therefore,  this  expreffion  is  only  an  explana- 
tion of  what  has  been  told  a thoufand  times, 
and  experienced  by  millions  of  the  human 

A 2 race, 
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race,  that  we  are  fubjecfc  to  infirmities  and 
death,  from  which  no  mode  of  living,  how- 
ever cautious  or  temperate,  will  afford  a fecu- 
rity  again  fl  thefe  cafualties,  or  rather  fatal  lot, 
which  neither  excepts  the  prince  who  inhabits 
the  palace,  or  the  labourer  who  fleeps  in  a 
cottage.  If  we  carry  our  enquiries  further, 
in  furveying  more  attentively  our  frame,  we 
fihall  find  lefs  caufefor  being  furprized  at  the 
many  devaflations  we  are  liable  to,  as  at  the 
wonderful  continuance  of  our  exiftence  for  a 
number  of  years.  A ft  ru  dure  fo  fabricated  as 
ours,  difplays  the  power  of  the  Creator  in  ir- 
refiftible  colours,  to  doubt  his  Omnipotence  ; 
for  what  lefs  than  an  infinite,  omnifcient  Being 
could  conftrud  fo  aftonifhing  a piece  of  me- 
chanifm,  ever  to  be  admired,  though  pad 
comprehenfion  ? Whether  we  confider  the 
innumerable,  imperceptible  atoms,  or  the 
exabt  fymmetry  of  parts,  with  their  diftincl 
offices,  fo  intimately  framed  and  blended 
as  to  conflitute  one  body,  wherein  is  contained 
a living  principal,  thirfting  after  immortality, 
endued  with  fublime  affections,  which  at 
one  time  reign  triumphant,  exalting  it  to  a 
God  ; at  another  feafon,  as  difcordant  palfions 
take  place,  which  debafe  and  mar  the  beauty 
of  the  wholp.  Therefore,  if  the  animal 

ceconomy 
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ccconomy  is  cliflurbed  by  any  natural  exertion 
of  the  various  pallions,  which  ferve  and  a£t 
as  fo  many  fp rings  to  move  and  keep  the  body 
in  a proper  equilibrium  ; or  if  any  of  its  parts 
be  injured,  cither  by  outward  accidents,  or 
inward  oppreffions  it  is  evident  how  eafily  a 
vehicle  thus  lituated,  is  endangered  by  every 
little  fhock  or  vicilfitude  it  meets  with  in  its 
peregrination : therefore,  we,  who  cannot 
always  controul  the  mental  faculties,  the 
digeltive  power  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels, 
the  circulation  of  the  fluids,  which  pervade 
all  the  various  minute  reccfTes  of  the  human 
body,  muff  fubmit  to  the  grievances  occafioned 
by  the  interruption  or  the  velocity  of  either  ; 
and  thofe  indifpofitions  termed  Scurvy  or 
Gout,  on  due  confideration,  may,  with  pro- 
priety, be  pronounced  the  refult  of  certain 
caufes,  founded  on  accidental  or  acquired 
indifpofition,  intemperance,  or  inactivity. 

To  facilitate  the  cure  infcorbutic  affections, 
to  attain  jufter  ideas  than  thofe  which  have 
been  explained  in  former  diffe  nations,  relative 
to  the  caufe  of  the  Scurvy,  it  will  be  a 
laudable  a6t  to  infill  on  a free  difcuffion,  as 
the  firft  preliminary  article,  independent  of 
any  ehabhlhed  maxims  already  received, 
however  venerable  for  antiquity,  or  their 

A 3 being 
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being  patronifed  by  authors,  whofe  names 
fanhtify  the  continuance  of  adopted  medicines, 
hitherto  fo  univerfally  countenanced,  as  to 
intimidate  the  daring  adventurer  from  exact- 
ing a fcrutiny.  To  inveftigate  with  candour 
thofe  favourable  recipes , is  a duty  indifpenf- 
able ; to  reject  popular  fchemes,  that  have 
neither  reafon  nor  experience  for  their  bafis, 
is  equally  prudent.  Thefe  determinations, 
properly  purfued,  will  certify  what  degrees 
of  difference  are  due  to  general  fentiments, 
which  have  fo  long  tyrannized  over  our  fet- 
tered minds.  With  all  our  fagacious  difcern- 
ments,  we  fhall  not  be  able  to  elucidate  every 
axiom  the  timorous,  the  inquifitive  patient 
fhall  fuggelt.  One  certain  advantage  will 
accrue  from  thefe  {peculations,  if  founded  on 
truth,  viz.  a clearer  conception  of  the  caufe, 
diflin&ions,  variations,  powers,  of  this  evil 
genius,  peradventure,  what  is  moft  defirable, 
its  antidote.  In  our  comments  on  a matter 
fo  complicated,  we  do  not  think  it  neceffary 
to  follow  the  argument,  or  arrange  our  dif- 
courfe  ftri£tly  methodical  on  each  fubjeft, 
but  occafionally  infert  them  as  they  arife  in 
our  imagination.  To  impeach  fome  principal 
errors,  generally  purfued  in  the  hackneyed 
road  ol  opinion,  be  our  firft  object ; for  whilft 

they 
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they  remain  unexploded,  it  is  not  pofiible  to 
gain  a competent  knowledge  to  avert  the  im- 
pending llorm,  which  awes  the  wreftler  on 
this  llage  of  uncertainty. 

Of  all  the  unfavourable  circum dances 
which  have  bewildered  our  judgments,  not 
one  is  reprefented  to  our  view  in  a more  con- 
fpicuous  light  than  thefollowing  demonftrative 
evidence,  wherein  two  dilorders,  different 
in  their  caufe,  fymptoms,  and  effefls,  are 
claffed  as  one  difeafe,  on  account  of  the 
fimilitude  of  their  found  or  appellation. 
Thefe  fcorbutic  complaints  on  land  being 
fubjecl  to  fcurf  or  fcurfs,  have,  in  time,  ge- 
nerated from  the  word  Scurfy  to  Scurvy,  by 
the  changing  of  the  letter  f into  av;  but 
cannot  be  confidered  on  this  account  as  iden- 
tically alike,  any  more  than  two  fillers  who 
agree  in  name,  but  whole  habits,  difpofitions, 
and  qualifications,  terminate  in  oppofite  pur- 
fuits:  hence  originated  the  multiplicity  of 
ill  judged  conceits  concerning  their  unity,  as 
will  appear  by  contralling  the  Sea  and  Land 
Scurvy,  in  a few  concife  remarks. 

At  Sea,  the  caufe  of  the  Scurvy  is  an  acci- 
dental one,  arifing  from  particular  incidents, 
peculiar  to  thofe  inmates  who  are  immured  in. 
a fhip,  or  in  a befieged  place,  where  dire 
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neceffity  demands  the  facrifice  of  unwholfome 
food — a change  of  clothes  denied  ! — Ill-fated 
lituation  ! — even  Nature’s  grand  prefervative, 
a free  circulation  of  air,  is  locked  out ! Hence 
the  putrid  fmell,  fad  harbinger  of  epidemic, 
fcorbutic  woe  ! 

On  Land,  to  whom  does  the  lot  fall  to  be 
enfnared  by  the  Scurvy? — frequently  the 
ennobled  man,  whofe  ability  is  equal  to  his 
wealth, incommandmgthe  redundances  oflife. 
At  his  manfion,eafe  and  feftivity  are  often  feen 
to  reign.  The  air,  in  plenteous  ftreams,  ven- 
tilates the  fpacious  dome,  where  the  houfehold 
Gods — fo  placed — rejoice  ! 

The  Sea  Scurvy  is  generally  uniform  in 
its  prognofticks  : the  healthy  and  the  ftrong 
loon  yield  to  the  mighty  deftroyer,  whofe 
property  in  contaminating  others  is  fearfully 
rapid,  menacing  definition  to  all  perfons 
lodged  under  the  fame  inhofpi table  roof. 

Not  fo  the  Land  : here  the  Scurvy’s  wide 
domain  is  different — no  conlillency  marks  his 
way  1 — Tardy  in  his  approaches — now  flatters 
the  patient  with  figns  of  retirement — then, 
feemingly  unprovoked,  returns  with  accumu- 
lated ffrength,  to  aggravate  the  more  ! Fickle 
as  the  weather — wayward  as  our  conftitutions, 

which. 
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which,  like  the  mariner’s  compafs,  are  ever 
on  the  traverfe  ! 

Plenty  of  acids,  provifions  properly  cured, 
cleanlinefs  praftifed  on  board  of  fhip,  are 
charms  which  feldom  fail  keeping  the  Scurvy 
at  a «ddance. 

On  Land,  what  a contrail ! — Not  all  the 
endeavours  of  art  can  keep  the  malicious 
Sprite  away,  any  more  than  we  can  prefume 
to  banifh  weaknefs,  fudden  frights,  with 
other  jarring  inconveniences,  conllant  atten- 
dants of  flucluating  paffions,  joined  to  decay- 
ing machines. 

In  the  department  relative  to  the  cure  of 
thefe  plagues,  the  mod  effential  difference  is 
difpiayed  : when  the  dilfrelfed  voyager  ar- 
rives on  land,  we  proceed  on  experienced 
fuccefsful  rules,  to  unrivet  the  viclim’s  galling 
chain. 

Alas  ! on  Land,  although  great  cures,  fil'd 
coufins  to  miracles,  are  performed  daily,  in 
Icorbutic  cafes,  fufficient  to  flatter  redoration 
to  all  who  come  under  that  predicament ; 
yet  numbers,  from  fome  hidden  caufe,  remain 
linking  monuments  of  the  imbecility  of  hu- 
man fagacity ; which  clearly  dcmonflrate,  the 
thorn  that  wounds  mud  be  of  different  growth  ! 

In 
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In  reviewing  each  of  their  effecls  on  the 
human  body,  we  fhould  be  on  our  guard,  that 
appearances  do  not  deceive  us  into  a hafly 
verdift,  becaufe  a few  features  may  referable 
one  another. 

“ The  Sea  Scurvy  begins  with  a change 
<f  of  colour  in  the  face  ; from  the  natural  and 
cc  ufual  look,  to  a pale,  tawny,  bloated  com- 
t(‘  plexion,  with  a fpontaneous  wearinefs,  an 
“ averfion  to  any  fort  of  exercife.  difficulty  of 
“ breathing:  when  the  patients  awake  in  the 
<c  morning,  their  joints  and  mufcles  feel  tired 
<e  and  bruifed ; pains  are  felt  external  and 
6C  internal : the  gums  are  inflamed,  foon  fwelJ, 
“ and  are  for  the  mod  part  over-run  with 
“ fprouting  luxuriant  fleffi,  having  an  intole- 
<e  rable  degree  of  flench  and  pain  ; they  are 
“ fometimes  deeply  ulcerated,  and  have  a gan- 
<c  grenous  afpe£l.  The  patient  is  hardly  able 
<c  to  open  his  mouth,  and,  with  his  face  and 
fC  jaws  fwelled,  refembles  a perfon  labouring 
“ under  a fevere  tooth-ach.  Blood  frequently 
“ iffues  from  various  parts,  as  from  the  nofe, 
<(  gums,  inteftines,  lungs,  old  wounds,  in  a 
“ profufe  manner.  The  teeth  loofen,  by  de- 
e(  grees  turn  yellow,  black,  and  rotten.  Ma- 
(f  ny  have  a fwelling  of  their  legs,  which  is 
“ flrft  obfcrved  on  their  ancles,  towards  the 

i 
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“ evening,  and  hardly  to  be  perceived  the 
44  next  morning;  but,  after  continuing  a fhort 
44  time  in  this  manner,  it  gradually  advances 
44  up  the  leg,  and  the  whole  member  becomes 
44  cedematous ; with  this  difference  only  in 
44  fome,  that  it  is  more  painful,  alfo  does  not 
44  fo  ealily  yield  to  the  finger,  and  retains  the 
44  impreflion  of  it  longer  than  a true  oedema. 
44  Bruifes  and  wounds  healed  up,  always  be- 
44  come  fcorbutic  firft.  Old  ulcers  will  emit 
44  a thin,  foetid,  famous  matter,  mixed  with 
44  blood ; at  length,  coagulated  gore  will  lie  on 
44  the  furface  of  the  lore,  like  a cake  : as  the 
44  difeafe  increafes,  they  fhoot  out  foft  bloody 
44  fungus,  refembling  bullock’s  liver,  which 
44  will  a rife  to  a monftrous  fize  in  a night’s 
44  time.  This  difeafe  frequently  gives  rife  to 
44  the  Jaundice,  Dropfy,  or  a confirmed  Me- 
44  lancholy,  with  other  fatal  terminations,  end- 
44  ing  in  death  often  unexpe6ted.*” 

To  illuflrate  the  various  appearances  in 
which  the  Scurvy  difcovers  itfelf  on  Land, 
is  an  unple'afing  theme  ; particularly  that  ma- 
lady denominated  Lepra,  or  Leprosy,  which 
we  fhall  endeavour  to  delineate  ; though  the 

Reader 

* For  a more  copious  defcription  of  the  effe&s  of  this  dif- 
eafe,  fee  Dr.  Lind  on  the  Scurvy,  3d.  edit,  price  6s, 
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Reader  will  find,  in  the  Hi  (lory  oF  the  Cures, 
a more  exacl  defcription  of  the  effects  of  this 
malignant  difeafe.  However  dreadful  fome  of 
the  cafes  may  feem  to  fuch  perfons  not  under 
its  lafh,  yet  they  fall  infinitely  fhort  of  what 
we  have  fetn.  Nor  can  the  pen  convey  a juft 
idea  of  the  deformity  of  a human  being,  thus 
befieged  with  loathfome  fores,  often  difcharg- 
ing  a corrofive  matter,  which  burns  the  found 
part  of  the  fkin,  attended  with  a putrid  fmell : 
at  other  times,  the  legs  fwell,  receiving  an 
impreffion  of  the  finger  in  the  flefh,  as  if  it 
was  dough,  yet  the  perfon  may  not  be  in  a 
dropfical  ftate : again,  the  gums  bleed  on  a 
flight  preffure,  an  ulcerated  mouth,  a noxious 
breath,  a laffitude  of  body,  fcaly  eruptions 
continually  falling  off,  form  only  a fmall  part 
of  this  Legion’s  wardrobe.  Yet,  before  this 
complicated  diforder  arrives  to  fuch  a date, 
many  years  may  elapfe  ; and,  ere  it  can  arrive 
to  this  period,  fome  peculiar  incidents  happen, 
which  may  account  for  fuch  piteous  ills  cen- 
tering in  one  body,  whofe  origin  at  fir  ft  was 
no  more  than  a few  trifling  pimples,  or  red 
fpots,  on  the  legs  and  arms,  which  might  have 
been  miflaken  for  flea-bites,  not  troublefome, 
neither  are  they  ufhercd  in  with  pain  or  fick- 
nefs.  The  next  morning,  fmall  white  fcurfy 

appearances 
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appearances  take  place,  which,  in  a da/  or 
two,  fhed  off,  and  in  as  many  return,  to  the 
difappointment  of  the  patient,  who  quickly 
obferves  the  progrefsof  the  diforder  increafing 
in  fize  and  fhape,  no  longer  continuing  round, 
but  fpreading  promdcuoufiy  over  the  body, 
until  it  covers  a large  furface  of  the  fkin,  like 
the  bark  of  a tree : the  knees  and  elbows  are 
joints  which  are  more  immediately  affedted. 
This  difeafe  differs  in  appearance,  in  colour, 
as  different  caufes  affedt,  or  conflitutions  vary; 
in  fome,  an  univerfal  (tain  marks  the  fkin, 
which  does  not  arife  to  any  fcurfy  eruption  ; 
in  others,  the  whole  body  is  affedfed,  whilff 
the  face  fhews  a healthy  countenance,  free 
from  eruptions,  which  fettle  on  the  face  of 
many,  whofe  body  has  a clear  fkin.  There 
are  others  who  daily  eye  the  force  of  this  in- 
fatiate  Tyrant  preying  on  their  hands,  dif- 
charging  large  fcales  of  a horny  fubftance, 
which  eats  the  nails  off  their  fingers  and  toes. 
The  palms  of  the  hands  are  clefted  with  great 
fiffures,  which  frequently  bleed,  attended 
with  violent  burning  itchings.*  To  what  a 

height 

o 

* If  the  body  was  fprinkled  over  with  aqua  fortis,  it  would 

hardly  occafion  more  corrofive  ulcers  than  the  Scurvy. 

Chilblains  have  a great  affinity  to  the  Scurvy;  and  as  the  cold 

weather 


14  Obfcrvations  on  the  Scurvy. 

height  this  malicious  invader  can  expand  its 
virulent  powers,  in  ferretting  fome  indivi- 
duals, may  be  learned  from  thofe  who  have 
fcarce  a place  that  can  be  found,  from  the  foie 
of  the  foot  to  the  head,  free  from  thofe  leprous 
erolions,  which,  on  a flight  friction,  fall  off  in 
thin  fcales,  or  in  powder  like  unto  branny 
duft,  and  are  as  conftantly  fupplied  by  the 
corrupted  fluids,  which  ooze  out  through  the 
fkin  ina  gelatinous  matter,  forming  the  white 
tranfparent  fcale,  fo  mortifying  to  the  afflidted, 
often  accompanied  with  feverifh  fymptoms, 
and  their  natural  confequence,  habitual  cof- 
tivenefs,  lownefs  of  fpirits,  with  other  diflref- 
ling  circumftances,  fufficient  to  leffen  the  de- 
fire of  life,  or  the  fears  of  death.  >An  uni- 
formity of  fymptoms  is  fcarcely  to  be  found 
in  different  patients,  which  accounts  that  fome 
eruptions  are  more  troublefome  than  others, 
owing  to  the  blood  being  more  inflamed  or 
corrupted : for  many  perfons  fpeak  only 

of  a fenfation  on  various  parts  of  the  body^ 
fimilar  to  the  fling  of  a nettle,  arifing  from 
fmall  miliary  pimples,  which  itch  to  that  de- 
gree, chiefly  at  night  going  to  bed,  either  in 

cold, 

weather  affe&s  thcfe  complaints,  fo  it  aggravates  the  Scurvy, 
and  patients  do  feel  a change  of  weather  before  it  is  generally 
noted. 
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cold,  or  change  of  weather,  that  a free  ufe  of 
the  inftrume'nt  generally  found  at  the  finger’s 
end  may  be  necelfary  to  give  prefent  eafe,  or 
fet  the  confined  matter  free,  which  occafioned 
this  irritation  : and  it  is  remarkable,  how  foon 
the  blood,  and  other  purulent  matter,  ilfue 
forth  on  a flight  fcratch  of  the  nail.  In  thefe 
complaints,  the  irritation  is  fo  great,  that  a 
perfon  in  a deep  deep  often  lies  fcratching,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  he  might  do  if  he  was 
awake.* 

Many  perfons  of  both  fex,  from  various 
caufes,  have  ulcerated  legs,  preceded  by  a 
fever.  Here  nature  recoils  at  the  remem- 
brance ! — Whether  we  reflect  on  the  various 
colours  which  mark  the  flefh — the  painful 
fwellings — the  deep  bleeding  wounds — the 
foetid  fmells — the  fcaly  coats — rottennefs  of 
bones,  conneHed  with  fymptoms  bordering 
on  a general  mortification  ! — fad  mementos, 
which  proclaim  to  the  fufferer,  more  forcibly 
than  Philip’s  Boy,§  how  nearly  we  are  allied  to 

mortality  ! 

* Similar  to  this  operation  of  giving  eafe,  is  fhaving  the 
head  when  troubled  with  fcurfs,  which,  though  it  appears  pain- 
ful to  the  by-ftander,  affords  a pleafing  relief  to  the  patient, 
who  fhould  have  it  repeated  almoft  daily. 

§ King  of  Macedon. — He  kept  a perfon  in  his  fervice,  to 
tell  him  every  day,  before  he  gave  audience,  Philip,  remember 
thou  art  mortal  l 
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mortality!  It  would  feem,  in  thefe  cafes,  that 
the  legs,  which  bear  the  weight  of  the  whole 
body,  mull  alfo  be  the  fink  and  drain  of  all 
the  venomous  humours  contained  in  it.  To 
pencil  the  minute  defcriptions  of  the  feveral 
evils  to  which  mankind  are  liable,  under  this 
clafs,  commonly  called  fcorbutic,  would  only 
difgufl  the  unexperienced  j and  thofe  perfons 
that  are  afflidted  know  thefe  remarks  to  be 
true,  who  feel  the  bad  effects,  joined  with  an 
inexprelfible  langour:  Sleep,  the  foother  of 
cares,  frequently  withdraws  its  kind  influence 
from  them  at  night,  thereby  rendering  the 
patients  extremely  nervous  in  the  day.  But 
in  the  midffc  of  judgment,  mercy  has  been  re. 
membered  ; for  thefe  diforders  are  not  infec- 
tious, even  when  people  bed  together, although 
they  bear  fo  very  near  a refemblance  to  the 
Itch. 

SuBLATA  CAUSA,  TOLLITUR  EFFECTUS, 

has  long  been  among  the  leading  maxims  of 
philofophy  ; and  it  is  a true  and  fundamental 
one,  that  in  all  diforders,  the  fkilful  phyflcian 
aims  at  nothing  fo  much  as  inve (ligating  the 
caufe  whence  the  malady  fprings,  in  order 
that  he  may  be  able  the  more  effectually  to 
remove  it.  Succefs  often  verifies  this  apho- 
rifm,yet  truth  will  compel  us  to  own,  however 

mortifying 
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mortfying,  we  are  but  men,  fhort- lighted  ones 
too,  when  we  reflect  how  little  we  perform, 
compared  to  what  is  left  unfinifhed,  inthe  re- 
lief of  thofe  maladies,  whofe  hiflory  compofes 
the  ehential  part  of  this  treatife.  To  trace  the 
origin  of  thofe  morbific  complaints,  in  a num- 
ber of  cafes,  may  be  done  with  propriety  and 
fatisfaclion  to  the  phyfician  and  his  patient,  is 
allowed  ; equally  fo,  that  conjecture  often 
hands  a fubltitute  for  certainty  ; and  there 

j 7 

frequently  arife  diforders,  that  both  doctor 
and  patient  are  at  a lofs  for  a circumftance 
relative  to  the  knowledge  of  the  caufe,  even 
to  guefs  it  with  any  degree  of  probability.  In 
thefe  fcorbutic  cafes,  fhould  we  afcertain  the 
caufe,  yet  the  cure  does  not  always  follow; 
it  being  not  quite  fo  eafy  a matter  to  reftore 
the  human  body,  fliattered  with  difeafe,  de- 
cayed by  age,  to  its  priftine  hate,  as  fome 
perfons,  by  their  advertifements,  would  make 
us  believe:  juft  as  if  curing  the  Scurvy  and 
eating  an  apple  were  fynonymous  terms. 

In  tracing  the  caufe,  no  circumftance  has 
been  more  univerfally  condemned  as  the  pro- 
moter of  the  Scurvy,  than  the  one  here  al- 
ledged,  Salted  Provisions  ; nor  has  there 
been  wanting  men  of  peculiar  eminence  in 
the  medical  line,  who  did  not  fcruple  to  avow 

' B the 
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the  fame  fentiments,  defiring  fcorbutic  pati- 
ents to  beware  of  falted  meats. 

When  mankind  were  agitated  by  an  early 
third  after  knowledge,  to  explore  unknown 
regions,  the  fea  at  firft  dafhed  their  defigns, 
and  proudly  toffed  them  back  again  in  their 
Bender  barks.  Difficulties,  the  bane  of  the 
indolent,  are  fpurs  to  the  afpiring  mind,  which 
contrived  a fpacious  veffel  fuitable  to  their 
wifhes.  How  they  were  to  be  fupported,  or 
what  food  was  proper  on  the  occalion,  for  a 
long  voyage,  and  other  unforefeen  accidents, 
was  a prudent  queltion.  An  adequate  number 
of  live  animals  were  too  cumberfome ; freffi 
meat  foon  lofes  the  pleafing  colour,  the  at- 
tra&ing  fmell ; confequently,  its  ufefulnefs. 
Urged  by  neceffity,  a refource  is  pointed  out, 
and  proper  food  felefted  from  thofe  fpecies, 
whole  charafter  would  hold  good  for  many 
months.  To  the  ingenuity  of  man,  aided  by 
art,  do  we  owe  a variety  of  plealing  luxuries. 
In  fummer,  our  banquets  are  crowned  with 
pyramids  of  ice,  to  cool  the  parching  heat ; 
fruit,  which  ripens  on  the  autumn  bough,  in 
fpring  adorns  our  table.  By  fait  is  our  meat 
preferved  for  a long  feafon,  in  great  variety, 
' partaking  of  the  ox,  the  ffieep,  the  fwine,  or 
the  fiffi — Kind  indulgence,  granted  to  the  pil- 
grim 
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grim  journeying  through  a ftormy  or  a rugged 
way  ! — Has  the  Creator  fet  before  us  fuch  de- 
licacies to  infnare  us  to  our  ruin? — Reafon 
will  not  fupport  us  in  the  argument  to  judge 
fo  harfli— -Experience  will  retort,  ffigmatizing 
us  with  ingratitude.  That  numbers  have  died 
on  board  of  crouded  Chips,  where  fuch  diet  is 
obliged  to  be  more  frequently  ufed,  cannot 
be  denied* — But  has  their  meat  continued  in 
that  defirable  date  it  was  intended  ? — Has 
their  flower,  their  bread,  their  peafe,  and  rice 
been  well  preferved  ? — Has  there  been  a mo- 
derate fhare  of  beer,  wine,  or  fpirits  on  board  ? 
— no  want  of  vinegar,  or  other  acids  ?— no 
complaining  of  the  fcarcity  or  the  unwhole- 
fomenefs  of  the  water  ? — no  fcantinefs  of  ap- 
parel, when  either  the  wet  weather,  or  un- 
comfortable linen  required  a changeof  clothes? 
— Has  their  fhip  been  frequently  wadred,  ven- 
tilated, and  fumigated  ? — the  men  often  exer- 

cifed  ? 

* Confining  a greater  number  ol  prifoners  together  in  a 
place,  more  than  is  convenient,  or  the  tenement  will  allow, 
mutt  be  produ&ive  of  ills,  as  in  Winchcfter  Cattle,  in  the  time 
of  war  ; where,  if  you  only  pafs  by  t*he  door,  an  ottenfive  fmell 
is  immediately  experienced  by  the  vifitor.  Confined  heat  pro- 
duces putrefaflion,  gout,  and  renders  all  maladies'fenfibly  worfe 
to  the  fufferer  in  a fhort  time — witnefs,  perfons  confined  in 
crouded  rooms  and  play-houfes,  drawing  with  their  breath  the 
ftagnant  poifonous  effluvia  of  difeafed  fpcfttalors. 
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cifed?  On  each  of  thefe  health  depends; 
otherwife,  what-elfe  can  enfue,  but  decay, 
infeCtion,  death  ? Fortunate  for  the  failor  it 
is  fo,  as  avarice  would  bellow  but  little  care 
to  protect  the  lives  of  thefe  valuable  men. 
Hence,  when  they  are  negleCted,  the  Scurvy, 
ever  on  the  watch,  foon  feizes  on  them  for 
his  prey,  and  in  dreadful  notes  reproaches 
their  guardian’s  indifference,  and  pleads  their 
caufe,  in  irrefiftible  language,  to  our  fellow- 
feelings,  to  be  more  careful  in  providing  for 
their  fafety,  if  it  is  our  affectionate  wifh  to 
preferve  a treafure  of  fo  much  confequence 
to  this  lfland. 

To  elucidate  thefe  matters  refpeCting  fait 
provisions,  afk  thofe  Navigators,  whofe  lot  it 
is  to  plough  the  feas  for  many  years — they 
will  readily  acquit  falted  meats,  hngly  ex- 
cepted, from  the  infamous  charge  alluded  to. 
As  a proof  they  are  not  biaffed,  when  left  to 
their  choice  on  fhore,  what  food  do  they  relifh 
with  that  pleafing  glee,  equal  to  corned  meat? 
— Who  is  it  eats  fait  fo  lavifhly  as  the  failors  ? 
Dictated  by  their  wants,  they  have  a better 
argument  in  favour  of  the  ufe,  than  the  go- 
vernors in  denying  it  them,  by  not  making 
any  extra  allowance  for  the  article  of  fait  on 
board  of  fliip.  Hence  it  is,  that  on  opening 

every 
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every  barrel  of  fait  provifions,  a fcramble  en- 
fues  among  the  failors,  to  procure  a fhare 
of  this  defirable  commodity,  the  loofe  lalt. 
It  is  well  known,  that  could  the  mariners  have 
a conflant  fupply  of  frefh  meat  only  to  feed 
on  at  fea,  they  would  expofe  themfelves  more 
to  the  halfy  inroads  of  the  Scurvy,  and  much 
fooner  fink  under  its  baneful  influence.* 

• Far 

* “ Sea  fait,  in  a fufficient  quantity,  is  a ufeful  corre&or  of 
an  animal  diet,  and,  in  that  refpeft,  an  antifcorbutir.  : it  may, 
from  an  excefs,  and  not  being  fufficiently  diluted,  give  a pecu- 
liar muriatic  acrimony  to  the  fluids  ; but  that  very  feldom  hap- 
pens, and  is  eafily  removed.  In  fea  voyages,  that  peculiar 
Scurvy,  which  is  imputed  to  long  living  on  fait  meats,  is  really 
owing  to  a contrary  ftate  of  the  fluids,  and  to  a putrid  acrimony 
and  diffolution  of  them,  from  the  want  of  that  quantity  of 
acids,  or  fermented  fpirits  in  their  drink,  which  is  neceffary  to 
prevent  that  natural  tendency  the  fluids  have  to  putrefaction  ; 
and  which  the  quantity  of  fait  (which  is  but  a weak  antifeptic) 
is  incapable  of  preventing,  and  often  not  fufficiently  powerful 
even  to  preferve  the  falted  meat  from  being  in  fome  degree 
corrupted.  This  difeafe  more  frequently  appears,  and  in  a 
greater  degree,  when  their  bread  is  in  the  fame  ftate,  and  when 
their  water,  which  at  the  befl  has  no  real  antifeptic  quality,  is 
often  in  a putrid  flate.  In  thefe  circumhances,  frefh  animal 
food  would  fooner  bring  on  an  increafed  putrid  hate,  than 
found  and  well-falted  meat,  unlefs  fome  acid  vegetables,  or  fpi- 
ritous  antifeptic  correftor,  was  added  to  their  drink,  and  could 
diffufe  itfelf  through  the  blood.” 


Barry,  on  Digpjlion. 
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Far  from  entertaining  unworthy  thoughts, 
or  feeking  to  interrogate  the  Ruler  of  the  Uni* 
verfe,  have  we  not  reafon  to  admire  and  adore 
that  goodnefs,  who,  fenfible  of  the  frailty  of 
our  mouldering  nature,  has  fpread,  in  various 
forms,  an  antidote  againft  putrefaction  ? For 
what  fhould  be  our  thoughts,  on  reviewing 
the  valt  ocean  of  waters,  rolling  in  mountain- 
ous, tremendous  heights,  impregnated  with 
ffrong  faline  particles,  wherein  living  crea- 
tures innumerable  thrive,  whofe  flefh  in  ge- 
neral is  of  a fweet,  delicate,  delightful  take, 
adminiftering  nourifhment  to  the  human  fpe- 
cies?  Could  the fe  waters,  the  blood  and  life 
of  the  terreftrial  world,  retain  their  purity, 
or  the  fmall  rivers  their  fweetnefs,  were  it 
not  owing  to  thefe  circumftances,  and  the 
conftant  flux  and  reflux  of  the  tides  ? In  the 
country,  where  the  ruflics  feed  much  on 
falted  meat,  whether  of  beef,  bacon,  or  pork, 
we  might  expect  to  fee  there  fome  proofs  of 
the  effects  of  falted  dried  diet,  terminating  in 
fcorbutic  appearances — the  reverfe  is  to  a won- 
der known — for  they  furpafs  the  citizen  in 
health  and  ftrcngth,  as  the  fifh  in  a river  do 
thofe  confined  in  .a  pond.  People  on  land, 
who  have  imbibed  thefe  tenets,  have  been 
deeply  impreffed  with  the  fear,  that  thefe  for- 
bidden 
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bidden  meats  would  aggravate  the  difeafe  tlrey 
laboured  under,  and  have  ab Rained  from  that 
food  contrary  to  their  inclinations. — Have 
they  found  the  complaint  relax  on  this  puncti- 
lious account  ? Could  we  add  in  the  affirma- 
tive, it  would  be  encouragement  for  perfe- 
verance.  Thefe  are  lelfons  which  ffiould  teach 
us  how  careful  we  ffiould  be  in  drawingdeci* 
five  conclusions,  on  fuperficial  evidence,  as  in 
the  cafe  now  under  our  confideration,  which 
has  created  much  uneafinefs  to  many  doubting 
individuals;  and  what  was  dreaded  in  idea 
only,  concerning  fait  meats  tending  to  breed 
the  Scurvy,  has  in  effect  been  realized,  owing 
to  particular  conflitutions  being  debarred  of 
its  craving  privileges,  where  they  could  be 
difpenfed  with  to  advantage.  On  the  con- 
trary, let  us  not  be  thought  to  be  ftrenuous 
advocates  for  an  indiscriminate  ufe  of  falted 
victuals,  but  to  indulge  in  them  with  mode- 
ration, as  they  are  found  to  agree  with  the 
ftomach,  which  may  be  eafily  known  by  their 
digeftion  ; for  the  Scurvy  cannot  anfe  from 
eating  or  drinking  any  particular  aliments, 
independent  of  different  circumftances  and 
conflitutions,  with  whom  only  fuch  and  fuch 
food  will  nouriffi  ; and  a great  ft  refs  ffiould  be 
laid,  in  the  cure  of  any  complaint,  on  perfons 

B 4 endeavouring 
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endeavouring  to  find  out  a regimen  which  is 
fuitable  and  agreeable  to  their  nature ; the 
confequence  may  be  a fpeedy  deliverance 
from  their  bodily  infirmities,  compared  with 
thofe  they  experienced  before:  therefore,  from 
motives  of  conviction,  we  wifh  that  erroneous 
notion  of  fait  provifions  breeding  the  Scurvy 
was  exploded,  at  leall  amongft  thofe  who  re- 
fide  on  land.  Shall  not  a diftinction  be  made 
between  meat  lying  in  fait  a few  days,  and 
that  which  is  obliged  to  be  barrelled  up  many 
months  in  a voyage  ? 

Relative  to  Pork,  which  is  alfo  a fpecies  of 
food  generally  prohibited,  as  being  an  encou- 
rager  of  the  Scurvy.  On  this  occafion  Dr. 
Cullen,  in  his  Lectures  on  the  Mateira  Me- 
dica,  gives  his  fentiments,  which  entirely 
coincide  with  mine.* 

“ It  is  the  only  domeftic  animal  that  I know 
“ of  no  ufe  to  man  when  alive,  and  therefore 
ee  properly  defigned  for  food.  Befides,  as 
<tf  loathfome  and  ugly  to  every  human  eye,  it 
se  is  killed  without  relu&ance.  The  Pvtha- 

j 

“ goreans,  whether  to  preferve  health,  or  on 
“ account  of  compafiion,  generally  forbad  the 
“ ufe  of  animal  food,  and  yet  it  is  alleged 

“ that 

* See  the  Article  on  Hog  Pork. 
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“ that  Pythagoras  referved  the  ufe  of  hogs 
<c  flefh  for  himfelf.  The  Jews,  the  Egypti- 
“ ans,  &c.  and  others  in  the  warm  countries, 
<f  and  all  the  Mahometans,  at  prefent,  reject 
“ the  ufe  of  pork  ; it  is  difficult  to  find  out 
tf  the  reafon  of  this,  or  of  the  precepts  given 
“ to  fome  of  them,  though  commonly  fuch  as 
<c  are  not  given  without  a particular  one. 
<!  The  Greeks  gave  great  commendations  to 
“ this  food  ; and  Galen,  though  indeed  that 
f(  is  fufpe&ed  to  be  from  a particular  fond- 
((  nefs,  is  every  where  full  of  it.  The  Ro- 
" mans  confidered  it  as  one  of  their  delica- 
<£  cies  ; and  if  fome  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
‘‘  northern  climates  have  taken  an  averfion 
“ to  it,  that  probably  arofe  from  the  unculti- 
“ vated  fiate  of  their  country,  not  being  able 
to  rear  it ; pork  is  of  a very  tender  ftruc- 
ture,  increafed  perhaps  from  a peculiarity 
in  its  ceconomy,  viz.  taking  on  fat  more 
readily  than  any  other  animal.  Pork  is  a 
white  meat,  even  in  its  adult  fiate,  and  then 
gives  out  a jelly  in  very  great  quantity. 
On  account  ol  its  little  perfpirabilily  and 
tendernefs,  it  is  very  nutritious,  and  was 
“ given  for  that  intention  to  the  Athletes.  With 
icgard  to  its  alkalefcency,  no  proper  ex- 
periments  have  yet  been  made ; but  it  is 

of 
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t!  of  a gelatinous  and  fucculent  nature : it  is 
“ probably  lefs  fo  than  many  others.  Upon 
“ the  whole,  it  appears  to  me,  who  am 
ts>  unprejudiced  in  its  favour,  to  be  a very 
ef  valuable  nutriment,  and  I really  do  not 
<c  underhand  why  it  was  in  fome  countries 
e(  forbid.  It  is  faid,  that  this  animal  is  very 
**  apt  to  be  difeafed ; ,but  why  were  not 
“ inconveniencies  felt  on  that  account  in 
fiC  Greece?  Again,  it  has  been  alledged,  that 
as  Paleftine  would  not  rear  thefe  animals, 
£<  and  as  the  Jews  had  learned  the  ufe  of  them 
“ in  Egypt,  it  was  neceifary  they  fhouldhave 
“ a precept  to  avoid  them.  But  the  Egypti- 
“ ans  themfelves  did  not  ufe  this  meat : and 
“ this  religious  precept,  indeed,  as  well  as 
<c  many  others,  feems  to  have  been  borrowed 
“ from  them.  Poffibly,  as  pork  is  not  very 
“ perfpirable,  it  might  increafe  the  leprofy, 
t(  which  was  faid  to  be  epidemic  in  Paleftine : 
te  but  this  is  far  from  being  certain  ; and 
though  a good  purpofe,  as  I have  laid,  is 
£C  commonly  intended  by  fuch  general  pre- 
cepts,  yet  they  often  take  their  rife  from 
“ the  particular  prejudice  or  caprice  of  le- 
gift  a tors.”*  In 

* How  far  prejudice  may  be  carried,  through  miflaken  no- 
tions, is  illuftratcd  in  that  eflccmed  plant  Hop.  In  the  year 

1428, 
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In  the  indictment  relative  to  the  caufe  of 
fcorbutic  eruptions,  drawn  by  judicious  wri- 
ters, we  find  fedentary  employments  are  ac- 
cufed,  and  thofe  trades  in  particular  Ipecified, 
which  are  followed  in  one  pofture.  A ques- 
tion naturally  arifes — What  occupation  in  life, 
whether  fcientifical  or  mechanical,  that  has 
not  its  inconveniencies  attending  it?  What  is 
our  intent  of  writing?  Is  it  to  render  fixed 
fiations  in  life  difagrecable,  or  to  deprive  the 
individual  of  his  felicity,  by  placing  imagi- 
nary ills  before  him  ? Or,  where  is  our  wif- 
dom  difplayed,  to  prophefy  a curfe  entailed 
on  fuch  a bufinefs  ? Would  not  one  of  that 
profelfion,  whofe  lot  it  was  to  come  under 
that  predicament,  inflead  of  roufing  himfelf 
to  throw  off  an  hindrance  to  his  purfuits, 
rather  be  inclined  to  fay,  Our  bufinefs  is  fub- 
jeSl  to  this  complaint,  and  prove  a check  to 
this  man’s  hope  ? His  ardour  in  Seeking  a 
remedy,  rendering  him  rather  indifferent 
about  his  health.  Ramazzini  has  wrote  in 
general  of  thofe  difeafes  which  are  the  natu- 
ral confequences  of  particular  employments; 

there 

1428,  an  Aft  of  Parliament  was  made,  forbidding  the  ufe  of 
Plops  in  brewing  malt  liquors,  as  a weed  pernicious  to  health ; 
and  it  was  not  generally  introduced  again  until  the  year  15 24. 
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there  we  find  many  ftigmatized  as  authors  of 
maladies,  infinitely  worfe  than  any  that  can 
arife  from  bufinefs  which  require  a fitting 
poflure.  Who  has  not  heard  of  perfons  dread- 
fully fuffering  by  the  fumes  of  lead,  *the 
noxious  vapours  arifing  from  charcoal,  paint, 
aqua  fortis,  and  damps  in  the  mine? — Yet 
each  of  thefe  artifts  knows  how  to  remedy 
thofe  ills,  and  make  them  to  contribute  to- 
wards a maintenance.  Before  we  venture  to 
fright  perfons  from  their  ufual  vocations,  have 
we  a better  to  give  in  exchange  ? Let  us  not 
idly  fpend  time  m battering  at  the  walls  df 
ncceffity,  left  fhame  fall  on  our  heads ; but 
wifely  turn  our  thoughts  on  thofe  nuifances 
which  are  to  be  remedied ; real  grievances, 
monfters  in  human  fhape,  named  indolence 
or  lloth,  which  will  not  only  render  us  con- 
temptible at  firft,  but  bring  their  own  tor- 
mentors along  with  them,  whofe  train  is  often 
fupported  by  no  lefs  perfonages  than  the 
Scurvy  and  Gout.  Indolence  is  a quick-fand, 
which  cannot  be  cautioned  too  much  againft 
to  avoid.  Eale  and  retirement  are  the  pro- 
pofed  end  of  all  our  labours  and  anxieties — 
happy  for  us,  it  is  not  fo  foon  attained  as  we 
wifh  ! When  we  figh  after  this  phantom,  we 
know  not  the  event  of  the  requeft.  To  be 

relieved 
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relieved  from  all  care  and  trouble,  what  is  it 
but  to  be  changed  into  a fenfclefs,  inanimated 
being,  totally  indifferent  of  what  is  tranfa&ing 
around  us  ?— as  if  happinefs  confiRed  only  in 
rifing  to  eat,  drink,  and  then  to  fleep. — How 
wretched  the  idea  ! — Where  is  the  being  ca- 
pable of  indulging  fuch  thoughts  without 
deteRation  ! — Nature  exclaims  againR  it  ! — 
Nature,  ever  molt  harmonious,  eloquent  in 
preaching  the  reverfe,  the  true  reRorative, 
the  fupporter  of  our  fabric,  ablion — without 
it,  how  foon  Ihould  we  decay  ! — It  is  a bleffing 
fhowered  down  on  the  induRrious : by  them 
it  is  named  pleafure,  or  exercife — man’s  fitted; 
companion — from  which  he  fhould  not  wifh 
to  be  feparated,  whilR  there  are  abilities  left 
to  enjoy  them.. 

. What  fort  of  employment  conduces  moll 
to  health,  we  cannot  determine,  any  more 
than  we  can  at  all  times  choofe  or  command 
our  Rations  in  life : every  individual  knows 
how  to  fhift  the  fcene  ; but  to  vary  it,  de- 
pends on  time,  place,  circumfiance,  and  con- 
nection. All  that  the  writer  wiflies  to  enforce 
is,  that  exercife  which  is  found  moR  conve- 
nient, whether  it  be  in  play  or  in  work — in  a 
walk,  or  in  a ride — in  the  agreeable  amufe- 
ments  which  polifii  and  adorn  the  body,  or 

in 
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in  the  lieceflitous  calls  of  labour,  to  preferve’ 
and  fupport  life,  or  any  other  recreation  found 
in  vifits,  plays,  concerts,  &c.  The  propofed 
end  of  each  of  them  (whilft  not  purfued  to 
excefs)  will  be  anfwered  in  bracing  up  the 
nerves,  giving  frcfh  vigor  to  the  mind,  a har- 
dinefs  to  the  fibres,  pliancy  to  the  limbs.'  Nor 
would  perfons  have  that  reafon  to  complain 
as  they  do,  of  the  long  confinement  in  the 
Gout,  or  experience  that  pain  arifing  from 
chalk-flones  or  contraffed  finews,  were  it  not 
owing  to  repeated  errors  fan&ifiedby  cuftom, 
which  introduce  Mrs.  Indulgence  as  a Nurfc, 
m preference  to  plain,  well-timed  Severity i 
which  accounts  for  thofedi  fire fifing,  mortifying 
feenes,  daily  exhibited  in  hypochondriacal 
and  fcorbutic  complaints. 

Hitherto  we  have  pleaded  in  defence  of  two 
inftances,  fuppofed  to  be  the  peculiar  caule 
of  thofe  baneful  ills;  now  we  become  accu- 
fers,  and  readily  impeach  fome  particular  in- 
cidents, to  which,  from  our  nature  and  cir- 
cumfiances,  we  are  daily  liable.  Thefe  we 
comprehend  under  the  titles  of  furfeits,  indul- 
gence, agitated  paffions,  fudden  frights,  ma- 
lignant humours  proceeding  from  the  final  1- 
pox,  weaknefs  of  conflitution,  &c. 
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Surfeit  is  a word  of  an  extenfive  meaning: 
it  implies  fome'  adfion  into  which  the  perfon 
has  been  impelled,  through  an  urgency  to 
allay  a prevalent  fenfation  by  an  oppofite  one. 
A ready  compliance  to  gratification  often 
plunges  an  individual  into  a feries  of  difficul- 
ties, which  require  the  judgment  of  the  expe- 
rienced phyfician  to  extricate,  joined  to  the 
perfeverance  of  the  patient : happy  conclufion, 
if  the  united  endeavours  are  found  adequate 
to  the  defires  of  the  fufferer  ! To  avoid  thefe 
encroachments  on  our  felicity,  it  is  neceffary 
to  bear  in  our  remembrance,  that  mod  people 
are  fenfible  a danger  lurks  in  the  fudden  ap- 
plication of  cold  matter  to  our  bodies,  when 
heated  beyond  the  ufual  temper  of  that 
ftandard  moll;  conducive  to  llrengthen  or  pre- 
ferve  it  as  a living  animal.  A medium,  there- 
fore, fhouid  be  obferved  in  our  drinks  on 
fuch  occafions,  which  fhouid  not  be  too  much 
of  the  fpirit,  fo  as  to  inflame  the  blood,  or  of 
the  aqueous  part  to  chill  it. 

1 here  is  another  caution  which  occurs  to  us 
in  a more  eminent  degree,  and  may  prevent 
illnefs,  viz.  of  entering  on  violent  exercife, 
after  regaling  rather  freely  on  a diverfity  of 
aliments ; by  this  means  the  ftomach,  bempr 
overloaded,  is  ill  fuited  either  for  labour,  or 

difeharging 
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difcharging  its  neceffary  offices  of  diffribution 
to  the  other  dependent  members. — Thus  food 
violently  agitated,  becomes  a flrong  poifon  ; 
volatile  alkalizated  hilts  are  prcffed  to  the  fur- 
face,  which  corrode  the  fkin;  the  blood,  al- 
ready inflamed,  isfoon  deprived  of  its  watery 
particles — becomes  thick — fevers  fucceed, 
which  terminate  in  cutaneous  morbid  affec- 
tions; a foundation  fufficient  to  account  for 
many  fcorbutic  terminations  we  meet  with 
in  our  pradice,  and  even  death.  Another 
remarkable  evil  which  has  given  rife  to  fcor- 
butic eruptions,  is  occafioned  by  the  weaknefs 
of  the  flomach,  which  hinders  the  food  from 
being  properly  digefted;  the  aliment  is  thrown 
up  again  with  an  acid  tafle,  that  cuts  the 
throat,  blunts  the  edge  of  the  teeth,  and  oc- 
cafions  a violent  heart-burn.  To  fuch  a de- 
gree of  cor roh venefs  has  this  matter  arrived, 
as  to  give  filver  a black  colour.  Should  this 
acid  matter  be  carried  downward,  griping 
pains  in  the  bowels  enfue;  blood  fecreted 
through  the  lacleal  veffels  from  fo  foul  a mat- 
ter,  mult  be  inimical  to  health;  nor  fhould  it 
furpnfe  any  one,  that  divers  blotches,  un* 
fightly  eruptions,  fhould  then  make  their  ap- 
pearance on  the  fkin,  owing  to  thofe  fharp 
humours,  the  very  principle  of  eruptive  dil- 

eafes ; 
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cafes;  or  that  we  fhould  thereupon  experience 
aches  and  pains  in  different  parts  of  the  body, 
or  fuffer  that  languid  date  into  which  we 
afterwards  fall. 

All  the  paffions,  whether  joy,  forrow,  love* 
hatred,  anger,  fear,  or  terror,  when  carried 
to  excefs,  bring  on  very  formidable  difeafes. 
To  draw  comparifons  of  their  malignancy,  is 
neither  eafy  nor  agreeable  ; either  of  them  is 
fufficient  to  make  us  miferable,  when  under 
their  baneful  influence.  The  two  lad  carry 
in  their  names  horror : their  quick  piercing 
power  is  felt  perceptible  through  all  the  fibres 
of  the  human  fabric,  wherever  thought  can 
penetrate,  filling  each  cord  with  an  inexpref- 
fible  electrifying  fenfation,  that  wakens  us  to 
watch,  and  be  on  the  alarm  ; making  fturdy 
centinels,  not  only  of  the  nerves  and  limbs, 
but  alfo  the  flaxen  hair  is  erected,  and  every 
feature  of  the  face  drained,  to  complete  the 
facrifice  to  thofe.relentlefs  furies.  A fatal  in- 
dance, wherein  fear  and  terror  co-operating  to- 
gether, is  exemplified  in  the  following  hidory, 
recorded  in  the  Medical  Tranfaftions : — tc  A 
man  who  had  a Leprofy  in  France,  of  which 
he  died,  was  thought  by  his  wife  to  have 
got  it  by  a fright,  none  of  the  family,  be- 
fides  him,  having  ever  had  any  fymptoms 
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of  it.  Her  hufband,  it  feems,  was  out 
cc  fi thing  on  the  lake  of  Barra,  (a  fea-port  town 
in  France)  when  fo  great  a florm  arofe, 
“ that  it  was  only  by  the  repeated  flafhes  of 
*f  lightning  that  he  could  find  his  way  home. 
<e  On  his  arrival,  it  was  a matter  of  frefh  con- 
11  cerntohim,  to  find  that  his  brother,  who 
“ had  been  fifhing  in  the  fame  place,  in  ano- 
ther  boat,  was  not  alfo  returned.  The  ap- 
“ prehen fions  of  his  being  drowned  feized  his 
“ mind,  and  drove  him  to  a ft tuation  little 
e<  fhort  of  defpair.  Unable  to  relieve  him 
<{  from  it  by  the  force  of  language,  he  was 
“ the  next  morning  let  blood,  when  his  bro- 
“ ther  arrived,  and  a little  time  after  the 
“ fymptoms  were  feen  to  appear  which  led  to 
“ his  death.'’ 

We  have  known  feveral  inftances  of  chil- 
dren, whilft  fucking,  to  break  out  fuddenly 
with  pimples  and  blotches,  of  a fcurfy  ap- 
pearance on  the  face  and  body,  to  the  great 
furprife  of  the  parent,  owing  to  the  nurfe 
having  received  a fudden  furprife,  or  fome 
bad  account  relative  to  her  family,  which 
brings  on  a dejettion  of  fpirits,  and  injures 
the  milk : or  it  may  anle  from  the  child  cut- 
ting us  teeth.  Alfo,  if  the  parent  has  had 
much  trouble,  or  has  been  frightened  when 

with 
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with  child,  it  will  fometimes  occafion  the  in- 
fant to  break  out  (loon  after  it  is  born)  with 
eruptions.  This  accounts  why  one  child  may 
be  in  a fickly  hate,  and  the  others,  in  the 
fame  family,  appear  healthy.  For  grief,  the 
jaundice  of  the  mind,  is  a deftruftive  paffion, 
piteous  to  the  beholder;  yet  it  is  loved  and 
careffed  by  the  poffelfor,  to  its  own  deftruc- 
tion  : pleafed  with  every  one  that  will  grant 
an  indulgence  to  fan  the  flame.  A judicious 
author,  Dr.  Willis,  obferves,  that  “ Amonc 
“ the  caufes  of  the  Scurvy,  that  are  wont  to 
“ be  derived  from  the  inordination  of  the 
ft  non -naturals,  we  may  here  defervedly 
place  fadnefs ; for  it  is  every  where  ob- 
ferved,  that  men,  through  fome  occafion 
flruck  with  borrow,  and  fo  remaining  for  a 
long  time  fad,  do  become  fcorbutic ; the 
te  reafon  of  which  feems  to  be  this:  Great 
“ fadnefs,  immediately  affecting  the  inferior 
or  bodily  foul,  compels  inwardly  both  its 
parts j to  wit,  the  fenfitive,  and  the  vital; 
flraitens  their  conflitution,  inhibiting  their 
wonted  expanfions,  and  draws  them  into 
a leffer  fpace;  hence  the  animal  fpirits, 

“ being  hindered  from  their  due  expanfion, 
remit  their  oeconomy;  wherefore  the  blood, 
lepeating  its  circuits  in  a leffer  compafs,  is 

C 2 “ apt 
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“ apt  to  be  heaped  up  about  the  bofom  of 
“ the  heart,  and  there  to  ffagnate;  for  this 
“ reafon,  when  the  fpirits  of  either  govern- 
ff  rnent,  viz.  either  animal  or  vital,  are  de- 
Cf  prelfed,  and  the  blood  and  nervous  juice 
“ begin  to  be  altered  in  their  complexions, 
“ either  of  them  by  degrees  lofing  their  vi- 
“ gour,  turns  from  a generous  liquor,  to  one 
“ four  and  lifelefs : befides,  the  vifeera  of 
“ conco&ion  being  denied,  the  wonted  influx 
“ of  fpirits  perform  very  untowardly  their 
££  offices  ; hence,  from  the  chyle  not  rightly 
“ concofted,  or  being  depraved  in  its  coftion, 
“ the  nutritious  juice  being  fluffed  -with  fe- 
<£  culencies,  become  vicious,  and  is  poured 
*£  on  the  bloody  mafs,  whereby  it  more  per- 
“ verts  its  crafis,  and  caufes  it  eafily  to  pafs 
into  a fcorbutic  difpofition  : moreover,  for 
ct  this  reafon,  immoderate,  and  too  ferious 
<f  fludies,  and  the  continual  intentions  of  the 
“ mind,  forafmuch  as  from  hence  the  fpirits 
“ being  depreffed,  the  offices  of  the  vifeera 
fe  fub verted,  and  the  chief  crafis  of  the  hu- 
e£  mours  altered  for  the  worfe,  they  often 
C£  acquire  a fcorbutic  taint ; to  which  we  may 
t£  add,  that  both  fad  and  lludious  perfons,  for 
t£  the  moff  part,  lead  a folitary  life;  for  which 
££  caufe,  both  the  blood  and  nervous  juice, 

te  as 
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" as  water  wanting  motion,  contracls  mud,  is 
“ wont  to  be  vitiated,  and  ready  to  fall  into 
<f  a fcorbutic  corruption.” 

To  the  fmall  pox,  more  particularly  when 
it  owes  its  rife  to  inoculation,  many  perfons 
afcribe  their  fcorbutic  woes;  from  that  pe- 
riod, they  can  regularly  date  the  malign  in- 
fluence under  which  they  groan.  Hard,  in- 
deed, to  pafs  through  fuch  a liery  ordeal, 
only  as  introductory  for  a more  lafting  incen- 
diary ! — Shall  we  afcribe  it  to  the  inoculator, 
ingrafting  other  people  s humours  on  his  pa- 
tient ? — rather,  is  it  not  owing  to  a peculiar 
tendency  in  the  body,  favourable  to  acrimo- 
ny ? Allow  it  either,  it  behoves  us  to  be 
careful  from  whom  we  take  the  infe&ious 
matter.  It  alfo  points  out  the  neceffity  of 
paying  attention  to  the  purifying  the  blood, 
after  thefe  formidable  plagues.  Nor  fhould 
the  meafles  efcape  our  cenfure ; though  the 
occafion  for  reproach  does  not  fo  frequently 
accur;  the  inflatnmation  in  the  eyes  is  the 
principal  evil,  which  is  to  be  attended  to. 

Endlefs  incidents  which  happen  in  life  may 
be  here  impeached,  as  lowing  the  feed  of  for- 
row -fubftantial  arguments  can  be  advanced 
n their  defence,  to  fhew  the  charge  is  inju- 
iicioufly  founded  : Neither  is  it  our  wifh  to 

■ C 3 pry 


38  Obfervations  on  the  Scurvy . 

pry  minutely  into  the  reafons  for  the  wan- 
derers deviation,  or  be  anfwerable  for  the 
cafualties  he  may  meet  with,  when  he  choofes 
to  divert  himfelf  on  uncertain  ground,  thick 
fet  with  briars,  where  the  fnake  in  fecret 
cover  often  lurks:  dangers  to  which  the  more 
open  road  is  a ftranger ; wave  we  therefore 
this  difeufiion,  whilft  we  probe  a fubject  more 
interefting — What  modes  forredrefs  in  thefe 
complaints  have  been  adopted  ? — Has  fuccefs 
llamped  their  validity  ? 

In  peruhng  the  writings  of  thofe  medical 
authors  relative  to  the  mode  they  adopted  for 
the  cure  of  thefe  blemifhes,  we  are  ftruck 
with  amazement  at  the  cheerful  compliance 
and  refignation  of  the  patients,  in  undergoing 
fo  many  tirefotne,  painful  operations,  gene- 
rally ending  in  difappointment ; nor  fhould 
we  pafs  on,  without  paying  a compliment  to 
thofe  luminaries,  who,  meeting  with  different 
foils  in  their  various  purfuits,  have  raifed  a 
beacon  to  notice  their  failure,  and  fhew  how 
little  dependance  is  to  be  placed  in  thofe  cri- 
tical fitilations,  on  learning,  or  coftly  medi- 
cines, whether  felebted  in  the  eall  or  the  weft; 
whether  they  vegetated  on  the  lurface,  or 
were  torn  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  or 
raifed  by  chymick  fire.  In  their  narrative 

they 
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they  own,  they  tried  the  powers  of  purga- 
tions, in  various  forms,  in  hopes  to  expel  the 
enchanter  from  the  human  body  : thele  fail- 
ing, they  raifed  fiery  fumes  to  drive  him  out, 
then  coaxed  him  with  a tribe  of  fweeteners, 
or  gently  touched  him  with  the  choice (l  oils 
to  affuage  his  choler,  dill  inexorable.  Again, 
they  thought  he  might  be  conveyed  away,  by 
turning  the  fmaller  channels  into  overflowing 
dreams;  or  weaken  him  by  drawing  off 
the  blood,  and  excoriate  his  favourite  feat, 
the  fkin  ; by  making  new  drains,  where  he 
might  iffue  forth.  Tired  with  laying  hege, 
their  whole  dependance  is  centered  in  laying 
the  patient  down,-  forcing  him  to  undergo 
fevcre  penance  for  fevcral  weeks  ; had  fuccefs 
clofed  the  fcene,  joy  felt  in  the  heart  would 
foon  bloffom  in  the  face,  and  pain  would  be 
lod  in  acknowledging  the  victory  ! — Melan- 
choly profpe6l ! — this  alfo  has  been  rejected  ; 
and  other  promifing  experiments,  that  either 
reafon  or  ingenuity  could  devife  ; where 
fcience  could  not  triumph,  magic  and  charms 

have 

* To  ufe  an  author’s  words — “ When  none  of  thefe  can 
avail,  many,  as  the  lad  remedy,  commend  falivation  as  the 
“ flouted  champion,  and  the  only  one,  that  is  able  to  cope 
with  fo  flrong  an  adverfary  — But  the  event  does  not  always 
“ anfwer  this  mighty  expectation/’ 

c4 
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have  advanced  their  p retentions  to  the  credu- 
lous, defpairing  captive. 

The  favourite  opinion  oF  uting  cathartics 
and  diaphoretics,  for  the  detired  end  of  ba- 
nifhing  fcorbutic  eruptions,  feems  riveted  in 
the  bread  of  mod  people : hence  every  known 
root,  gum,  leaf,  or  mineral,  which  can  boad 
of  that  virtue,  has  been  feized  on  with  avi- 
dity, andimpreffed  into  our  fervice,  honoured 
with  a place  in  the  pharmacopoeia,  where  it 
is  preferved  in  different  forms,  ready  for  its 
executive  office,  whenever  the  phytician, 
whofe  power  exceeds  every  other  regulated 
authority,  whether  of  the  civil  or  military, 
bids  it  advance.  Their  operations  on  the 
body  are  fpecious,  iX  is  true,  and  flatter  the 
patient  to  proceed — but  do  they  expel  thofe 
baneful  humours,  which  are  only  to  be  ob-, 
ferved  in  their  effects  ? In  the  thoufand  ex^ 
periments  repeatedly  made,  where  are  the 
vouchers  of  fuccefs?-*— Let  them  dand  forth, 
that  we  may  have  caufe  to  triumph,  and  with 
pleafure  we  will  readily  join  in  the  popular 
cry,  Purge  or  fweat  the  humours  out  ! May 
we  be  allowed  to  fpeak  what  “ we  have  feen 
“ and  heard?”  Indead  of  the  purfuer  gather- 
ing drength,  we  have  found  weaknefs  —indead 
of  a cheerful  countenance,  a pale,  emaciated 

one 
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one  confeffed  the  error  of  fo  mifguided  a di- 
re£lorv  ! Ponder  within  your felves,  and  re- 
flect on  an  artift  violently  [training  to  pieces 
fome  curious  article  of  mechanifm  entrufted 
to  his  care.  Our  bodies  are  much  finer,  and 
infinitely  more  delicate  machines,  than  any 
ever  produced  by  the  art  of  man.  Wherefore 
is  it  then,  that  we  feem  fo  little  fenfible  of 
the  great  impropriety  of  ufirjg  them  with  lefs 
caution,  care,  and  tendernefs  ? — Patrons  of 
promoted  fecretions,  that  is  to  fay,  fecretions 
increafed  beyond  the  common  and  cuftomary 
pitch  of  nature,  would  do  well  to  confider, 
what  proportion  the  humours  bear  to  the  whole 
mafs  of  blood.  To  come  at  once  to  the  point, 
we  will  fuppofe  it  to  be  a twentieth.  Taking 
this  for  granted,  can  it  beadvifable  to  purge, 
fweat,  or  otherwife  excrete,  nineteen  parts 
that  are  good,  for  the  fake  of  one  that  is  bad?* 

The 

* We  would  not  be  underflood  to  mean,  that  no  medicine 
fhould  ever  be  given,  that  has  a power  to  purge,  fweat,  or 
vomit,  &c.  for  there  undoubtedly  are  times,  and  many  other 
illneffes,  in  which  it  is  very  requifite.  All  we  contend  for,  is 
that  the  procefsmufl  be  erroneous,  when  repeatedly  applied  to 
diforders  of  the  blood,  fuch  as  the  Scurvy,  Gout,  Rheuma- 
tifm,  pimpled  Faces,  Eruptions,  dry  and  moifl  Scurfs,  &c. 
adminiflered  with  the  abfurd  intent  of  carrying  offthofe  noxious 
humours  only. 
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The  queflion  anfwers  it  Pelf.  For  what  ad- 
vantage can  poffibly  be  derived  from  it,  fince, 
if  with  twenty  pounds  of  fluid,  one  of  humours 
is  to  be  defalcated,  fhould  the  whole  together 
be  evaporated  to  one  fcruple,  in  that  one 
fcruple  one  grain  of  humours  would  Hill  re- 
main ? 

Ointments  have  been  reported  to,  and  Hand 
particularly  noticed  in  the  Sages’  books,  with 
great  commendations  annexed  thereto,  fpeci- 
fying  their  virtues,  in  preferving  or  refloring 
the  fkin  ; to  which  being  added  the  fragrant 
eflence  of  plants,  affords  a pleaflng  perfume, 
which  ffrongly  pleads  fora  continuance  of  the 
favour  to  be  employed  occasionally.  When 
thefe  diforders  make  their  appearance,  as  they 
were,  and  are  now,  attended  with  heat,  in- 
flammation, and  irritation,  it  was  natural  to 
think  of  applying  thereto  fome  outward  re- 
medies, efpecially  as  they  afcribed  to  fuch 
ointments  as  were  made  of  certain  particular 
cooling  herbs,  a much  greater  power  than  they 
really  poflefled.  But  thofe  who  continue  the 
practice,  fo  as  to  lay  the  chief  ftrefs  in  the 
cure,  on  ointments,  muff;  excufe  us  if  we  take 
upon  us  to  pronounce  them  eggregioufly  mif- 
taken,  in  whatever  point  of  view  the  difeafe 

may- 
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may  be  confidcred  ; for,  in  the  firft  place, 
they  do  not  reflect  how  little,  at  any  time,  an 
unbtuous  preparation  can  take  and  retain  of 
the  virtues  of  any  herb.  Another  obje6fion, 
the  bafis  of  fuch  ointments  as  are  here  alluded 
to,  bein<r  hogs  lard,  -by  anointing;  the  affected 
parts,  they  flop  up  the  pores , and  thereby  coun- 
teradf  the  falutary  workings  of  Nature,  bv  op- 
pofing  the  expulfion  fhewould  otherwife  make 
of  the  flagnated  humours  ; which  obllruclion 
occafions  a repulfion  of  them  into  the  ffream, 
thereby  haflens  the  corruption  of  the  whole 
mafs  of  blood.  For  as  it  is  with  plants,*  fo  it  is 
with  human  bodies;  there  mull  be  a perpetual 

and 

* It  is  an  obfervation  in  botany,  that  plants  breathe,  fweat, 
and  throw  out,  by  means  of  emun&ories,  certain  excretions  and 
redundant  humours,  like  thofe  contained  in  the  vefiels  of  a 
living  body.  Thofe  emunftories  that  exift  in  plants  throw  off 
at  their  mouths,  which  are  open,  in  innumerable  quantities,  on 
the  exterior  part  of  the  fkin  or  bark,  either  along  the  flal k or 
branches,  or  even  on  the  furface  of  the  leaves,  a matter  feldom 
perceivable  tothe  naked  eye,  but  which,  if  mixed  with  dirt,  or 
duft,  that  flies  about  in  the  cleaned  apartments,  and  not  waflied 
down  by  natural  rain,  or  artificial  waterings,  will  prove  in  a 
fhort  time  the  deilruflion  of  the  plant;  and  the  plant,  after  a 
while,  dies.  Such  is  the  rbafon  why  fo  many  plants,  as  Myr- 
tles, Geraniums,  and  other  fhtubs,  which  people  are  fo  fond 
of  keeping  in  their  houfes,  feldom  live  to  fee  another  funnner, 
and  at  belt  always  look  fickly. 


44  Obfervations  on  the  Scurvy. 

andinceiTant  flowing  ofliquors  freely  through 
the  pore's  of  the  fkin;  which  circulation  is  no 
fooner  flopped,  or  glued  up,  as  it  were,  but 
fevers,  dimnefs,  violent  head  aches,  and  other 
complaints  enfue,  and,  very  frequently,  con- 
fequences  infinitely  worfe.  What  gave  rife 
to  ointments  being  repeatedly  ufed  in  thefe 
cafes,  has  been  from  their  fuccefs  in  the  cure 
of  the  Itch,  becaufe  that  difagreeable  diforder 
was  known  to  be  owing  to  animalculas,  (or 
{mail  infects)  which  nothing  but  external  ap- 
plication will  deftroy,  and  againft  which  in- 
ternal remedies  will  not  avail  alone.  To  bad 
legs,  ulcers,  See.  there  may  be  a neceflity  for 
applying  an  ointment,  but  its  chief  ufe  is  to 
keep  the  flocking  or  linen  from  eating  into 
the  flefh. 

We  flatter  ourfelves  the  Reader  has  in- 
dulged us  with  a candid  hearing,  relative  to 
the  preceding  objections  againft  'current  opi- 
nions in  the  cure  of  the  Scurvy.  The  third 
admonition  claims  ourattention.  It  is  aground 
we  tread  on  with  diffidence.  I o declaim 
auainft  vegetables,  with  which  our  markets 
teem,  and  without  fuch  culinary  food  a table 
would  appear  but  half  furnifhed,  is  not  the 
way  to  gain  profelytes  to  any  novated  maxims 
— To  banifli  is  not  our  defign.  Many  er- 
roneous 
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roneous  tenets  have  been  adopted,  and  grow 
up  with  us,  facred  as  our  religion,  refpedling 
our  ideas  concerning  phyfic  and  diet;  there- 
fore, we  fhall  endeavour  to  explain  how  ve- 
getables, particularly  tliofe  alluded  to,  as 
brook-lime,  water-creffes,  fcurvy-grafs,  dan- 
delion, &c.  have  become  fo  great  favourites, 
that  we  fcarcely  know  when  to  leave  off  eat- 
ing them  ; as  if  our  intention  was  to  impreg- 
nate our  blood  with  their  juice,  then  proudly 
bid  defiance  to  the  Scurvy. — Do  the  falutary 
effe£ts  jufiifyour  unlimited  patronage? — That 
vegetables  in  general  fliould  obtain  a pleafing 
opinion,  is  not  to  be  wondered  at.  Thefe 
lively  prod  uftions  of  nature  have  everything 
fore-catching  in  their  favour : they  are  in 
their  nature  a wholefome  eatable,  in  general, 
and  the  firft,  perhaps,  as  Mofes  relates,  given 
to  man  before  his  fall:  they  are  too  the  food 
of  many  clean  and  agreeable  animals,  and 
mult,  from  the  beginning  of  the  world,  have 
prepoffelfed  the  mind  of  man  by  their  pleafing 
profpecf,  their  variegated  enamelling  of  the 
fields,  and  by  their  having  proved  of  quick 
and  efficacious  benefit  in  curing  fome  clifor- 
ders,  which  arofe  from  the  Sea  Scurvy.  For 
thefe  reafons,  fome  have  fancied  them  en- 
dowed with  the  fame  efficacy  rn  cafes  of  the 

Land 
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Land  Scurvy,  where  it  is  evident,  from  re- 
peated experiments,  they  are  but  of  little 
fervice;  not  confidering,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  the  two  diforders  are  diflimilar  from  each 
other.  With  refpeft  to  the  Sea  Scurvy,  acids, 
luch  as  oranges,  lemons,  vinegar,  and  cream 
of  tartar,  with  plenty  of  vegetables,  are  un- 
doubtedly of  great  utility  ; their  efficacy  is 
not  fo  remarkable  in  the  cure  of  thofe  whofe 
habitations  are  on  the  land.  It  is  obfervable, 
how  fuddenly  and  how  perfectly  men  will 
recover  from  the  Sea  Scurvy,  by  the 
eating  of  greens,  fuch  as  colevVorts,  carrots, 
cabbages,  turnips,  &c.  Men  put  on  fhore, 
in  the  molt  piteous  condition,  have  been  able, 
in  three  or  four  days  time,  by  means  of  this 
diet  alone,  to  walk  a few  miles  up  the  coun- 
try. A lingular  inftance  of  this  prefents  itfelf 
in  a cafe  the  Medical  Hi  (lory  relates,  by  which 
we  are  informed  of  a man  who  recovered  from 
a mofl  deplorable  fcorbutic  Hate,  by  feeding 
upon  a friendly  herb  that  he  fortunately  met 
with  on  an  ifland,  where  he  had  been  left  by 
the  (hip’s  company  to  end  a miferable  ex- 
iftence.  Scurvy-grafs,  being  efleemed  a 
fpecific  for  the  Sea  Scurvy,  is  frequently 
recommended  for  pimples,  blotches,  and  other 

breakings 
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breakings  out  of  the  body;  yet  nothing  can 
be  more  improper  than  the  ufe  of  Inch  hot 
herbs,  when  the  blood  is  inflamed. 

On  this  fubjefl  our  venerable  author, § alluded 
to  be  fore,has  the  following  remarks:  “We  muff 
“ chiefly  infill  upon  antifcorbutical  remedies, 
“ but  the  more  fharp  and  hot  of  this  kind,  as  the 
“ garden  fcurvy-grafs,  water-cre fifes,  the  horfe- 
“ radifh,  pepper-wort,  and  others,  too  much 
“ irritating  the  blood,  in  as  much  as  they 
“ diffolve  the  temperament  thereof  more,  and 
“ drive  out  more  plentifully  the  tartarous  co- 
**  agulum  to  the  fkin,  are  always  difcovered 
“ to  be  more  prejudicial  than  advantageous ; 
“ and  for  this  reafon,  the  ufe  of  baths,  or 
“ bathing  in  hot  waters,  which  evacuate  the 
tc  humours  of  the  whole  body  by  an  abun- 
“ dant  evaporation,  and  cleanfe  the  pores  of 
“ the  (Ivin,  and  feem  very  available  in  this 
“ malady,  oftentimes  are  fo  far  from  helping, 
“ that  thofe  eruptions  are  wont  to  be  exaf- 

“ perated 

* If  we  might  recommend  any  vegetables  to  be  ufed  as 
auxiliaries  in  the  cure  of  the  Scurvy,  it  fhould  be  thofe  of 
a different  tafte  and  effect,  fuch  as  farfaparilla,  jefuit’s-bark, 
ground-ivy,  goofe-grafs,  juniper -tree,  plantain,  buck-bean,  or 
elm-bark,  &c. 

§ Dr.  Willi  s — He  died  in  the  year  1675,  aged  tf]. 


48  Obfervatidns  on  the  Scurvy * 

44  perated  from  thence,  and  very  much  in- 
<e  crealed ; for  I have  known  many  not  ex- 
“ tremely  impetigiuotts,  to  have  gone  to  our 
44  baths,  to  bathe  in  the  hot  waters,  that  have 
<c  returned  altogether  leprous.  Wherefore, 
“ when  the  fymptoms  of  this  diforder  anfe 
44  from  a fcorbutic  evil,  all  elaftic  things  are 
44  to  be  avoided,  and  only  the  more  temperate, 
44  endued  with  a nitrous,  vitriolic,  or  volatile 
44  fait,  are  to  be  adminiflered.  Sulphureous 
44  baths,  as  well  natural  as  artificial,  are  found 
44  by  experience  lefs  appropriate,  yea,  for  the 
44  mod  part,  the  former  do  prejudice;  more- 
44  over,  every  bathing  ought  cautioufly  to  be 
44  adminiflered;  for  becaufe  this  adminiftra- 
44  tion  exagitates  the  blood,  and  puts  it  into 
44  an  effervefcence,  its  temperament  is  en- 
44  dangered(as  has  been  faidj  rather  to  be  dif- 
44  folved,  and  the  corruption  to  be  fpread 
44  more  plentifully  over  the  fkin/’ 

By  the  palfage  we  have  here  quoted,  rela- 
tive to  the  hot  baths,  which  agree  with  expe- 
rience, and  thofe  obfervations  made  by  pa- 
tients affli£led  with  the  leprofy,  fome  maybe 
led  to  think  we  wifh  to  depreciate  thofe  modes 
in  general,  which  tend  fo  much  to  the  re- 
floring  of  health.  No  fuch  thoughts  occurred: 
we  are  too  fenfible  of  the  benefits  accruing 

from 
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from  thole  journeys,  which  are  attended  with 
fo  many  plealing  circumflmces,  in  a variety 
of  forms,  which  cannot  fail  to  add  new  fprings 
to  life : and  if  we  cannot  approve  of  hot  baths 
in  leprous  cafes,  there  are  other  baths  of  a dif- 
ferent nature,  though  not  fo  flattering,  yet 
are  more  beneficial,  and  afford  great  relief, 
not  only  in  complaints  of  the  leprofy,  but  in 
gouty,  rheumatic,  and  nervous  ones;  thefe 
are  to  be  met  with  in  cold  baths,  and  in  the 
open  rivers  of  freflh  water : but  thole  we  more 
particularly  allude  to,  are  thofe  on  the  fea- 
coaft,  made  convenient  by  machines,  which 
Ihelter  the  invalid  from  the  piercing  air.  How 
much  more  the  health  of  the  patient  may  be 
mended,  by  drinking  the  fait  water  when  he 
bathes,  we  will  not  determine;  but  rather 
leave  this  matter  to  the  option  of  his  own 
judgment,  which  on  trial  he  will  be  enabled 
to  decide,  how  far  it  agrees  with  his  conftitu- 
tion  ; only  he  is  to  objerve , not  to  drink  at  one 
time  more  than  is  convenient,  and  fits  eafy  on  the 
ftomach.  This  caution  fhould  alfo  be  remem- 
bered when  the  mineral  waters  are  prefcribed; 
for  it  is  not  in  the  quantity,  nor  yet  in  the 
quality  of  thefe  waters  fingly,  that  fo  great  an 
operative  virtue  is  found,  as  to  eflablifh  their 
univerfai  reputation,  but  in  many  other  joint 

D caufes, 
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caufes,  all  uniting  with  the  waters,  to  aci  in 
one  point,  either  as  a reftorative,  or  a prefer- 
vative : For  whether  we  go  to  Margate  or 
Scarborough,  to  Brighthelmstone  or 
Weymouth,  to  Bath  or  Buxton,  to  Bris- 
tol, Harr owg ate,  or  Tunbridge,  in  each 
will  be  found  a change  of  place  and  air,  with 
a variety  of  company,  which  naturally  extend 
our  ideas,  and  contribute  as  much  to  our 
health,  as  a variation  of  pofture  : though  ill- 
nefs  be  the  general  apology  for  perfons  when 
they  vifitthofe  places,  which  might  naturally 
induce  a ftranger,  before  his  arrival,  to  ima- 
gine a greater  number  of  dilire  {fed  objects 
would  hourly  prefent  themfelves,  than  what 
experience  teftifies,  fuppofing  he  only  ga- 
thered his  ideas  from  the  character  of  the  wa- 
ters, in  facilitating  a cure  in  chronic,  and 
other  complaints  where  the  endeavours  of  the 
phylical  art  could  not  avail.  How  amazed 
mud  he  be  to  find  here,  as  on  enchanted 
ground,  pleafure  takes  her  (land,  and  in  a 
thoufand  forms  courts  his  (lay  ! Whilft  Na- 
ture points  to  the  refrefhing  bath,  the  falu- 
brious  fpring,  the  pleating  walk,  the  rural 
ride,  furrounded  with  extenlive  profpe&s  to 
drengthen  and  entertain  him  by  day,  fhe  hints 
the  agreeable  amufements  prepared  for  him  at 

night. 
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niofit,  where  each  fex  drives  only  to  excel  in 

0 J p 

obliging  one  another,  either  at  a party  ot 
cards,  mixing  in  the  dance,  or  lidening  to  the 
fprightly  mufic,  playing  as  each  one’s  fancy 
fuggeds!  Thefe  gay  entertainments,  enjoyed 
in  moderation,  unlock  the  fenfes,  give  full 
fcope  to  the  ravilhed  foul,  and  charm  the 
demon  of  difeafe  from  thofe  haunts  confe- 
1 crated  to  health.  No  wonder  then,  that  fo 
many  are  daily  found  vidting  thofe  abodes, 
to  partake  of  remedies  fraught  with  novelty, 
and  teeming  with  a fund  of  delight,  not  to  be 
met  with  in  any  other  rational  fcheme,  that 
either  the  phy  fician  or  philofophdr  can  fugged ; 
lefs  in  their  commendation  cannot  be  faid  ; 
to  continue  the  eulogium  further,  would  ra- 
ther incur  cenfure  than  praife.  However 
perfuadve  and  beneficial  thefe  plans  are,  in 
fpeculation,  it  mud  be  admitted,  their  fuccefs 
(ever  dependant  on  a variety  of  incidents)  is 
precarious,  their  efficacy  of  a fhort  duration, 
like  the  burning  lamp  they  require  replenilh- 
ment ; though  inclination  may  excite  every 
individual  to  wifh  for  a trial,  all  are  not  in- 
dulged : expence  will  ever  remain  a curb  to 
our  defires  : nor  will  it  be  forgot,  that  difap- 
pointment  is  too  forward  in  waiting  on  expec- 
tation. On  what  a cobweb  fhadow  of  a thread 
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does  man’s  felicity  depend  ! Let  the  valetudi- 
narian afflicted  with  the  gout  tell,  who,  at 
Bath,  had  every  reafon  to  congratulate  him- 
felf  on  the  pleafing  profpeft  of  returning  vi- 
gour, who  in  ecftafy  facrificed  his  crutch*  to 
the  tutelar  faint,  as  a monument  of  benefit 
received,  and  for  an  encouragement  to  others 
to  turn  their  eyes  to  the  bewitching  ferpent, 
has,  on  his  return  home,  fcarce  gone  through 
the  formal  ceremonies  of  receiving  the  com- 
pliments on  thofe  occafions,  but  fome  little 
ache  or  pain  whifpers  in  his  ear,  though  the 
Jiend  was  banijhed , he  was  not  defiroyed!  Which 
at  once  freezes  his  hopes,  and  blights  in  the 
bud  his  profpeft  of  promifed  eafe.  Self- 
prefervation  is  on  the  alarm,  to  felect  another 
charm  more  potent  in  its  effects,  amidft  the 
friendly  ones  offered  by  the  Sons  of-dhscuLA- 
pius,  or  the  heirs  of  Paracelsus. 

* A cuftom  at  Bath  to  hang  up  the  crutches  of  thofe  who 
recover,  in  different  places. 
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SECT.  II. 

F all  the  diforders  which  afflift  the  hu- 


man fpecies,  no  one  malady  has  excited 
the  attention  of  the  faculty  to  inveftigate,  or’ 
raifed  our  admiration,  fo  much  as  that  one 
denominated  Gout.  Hitherto  we  have  not 
been  fo  happy  as  to  congratulate  the  man 
who  has  obtained  the  laurel,  for  the  bed  de- 
fcriptionof  the  nature  and  caufe  of  the  Gout. 

. Its  effects  and  their  prognoftical  figns,  its  va- 
rious degrees  of  keennefs  in  their  paroxyfms  ; 
its  progrefs,  the  different  parts  of  the  body 
where  it  fettles,  have  been  defcribed  with  a 
tolerable  accuracy ; but  its  true  principle,  its 
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nature,  continues  enveloped  with  darknefs, 
Conjedtures  upon  conjectures,  fy Items  upon 
fy  hems,  have  been  propofed  by  the  ingenious 
profehors  oF  phyfic,  in  every  department; 
urged  by  a laudable  zeal,  the  promotion  of 
health,  in  which  our  chief  terrePtrial  happi- 
nefs  confihs.  That  this  diforder  fhould  thus 
hand  fmgly  charadlerifed  as  undefinable,  is 
wonderful,  and  Fhews  there  mult  be  fomething 
myherious  in  it,  worthy  of  a further  enquiry. 

In  the  creation,  we  obferve  in  different  fpe- 
cies,  a fcale  of  gradation,  gradually  leffening, 
or  increafmg  in  bulk,  ftrength,  beauty,  ma- 
lignancy, or  wifdom  ; one  above  the  reft,  is 
marked  as  poffehing  peculiar  charadfenhics, 
which  eminently  fhine,  and  claim. our  notice, 
in  preference  to  others.  Thus  the  fun  hands 
unrivalled  infplendor,  amidh  the  planetarian 
orbs.  For  the  palm  of  grandeur  among  the 
beads,. which  of  them  fhall  contend  with  the 
lion? — Where  will  be  found  the  bird  that  will 
vie  in  majehy  with  the  eagle  ? — Or  with  gold 
among  the  minerals? — The  diamond  amidh 
precious  hones  ? In  the  mental  faculties,  the 
fiune  fcale  is  continued ; and  though  it  has  not 
been  attended  to,  we  fhall  find  the  fame  caufe 
for  the  like  remarks  relative  to  poifons  and 
difeafes : at  the  head  of  the  latter,  we  cannot 

helitate 
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hefitate  to  rank  the  Gout  as  chief,  whether  we 
confider  its  proteous  nature,  its  dignity  in 
chufing  its  companions  as  objects  of  refent- 
ment,  alfo  the  vital  parts  of  the  body  to  prey 
on,  its  duration  in  tormenting,  its  effefts  in 
maiming  and  killing,  its  unfearchablenefs. 

However  people  may  affect  to  make  a myf- 
tery  of  the  caufe  of  the  Gout,  yet  there  is  not 
a difeafe  to  which  the  human  body  is  liable, 
but  has  an  origin,  even  from  the  unperceivable 
embryo  of  difeafe,  to  the  glaring,  painful 
fymptoms  that  time  produces : although,  as 
in  the  cafe  before  us,  it  has  not  been  clearly 
explained  what  the  Gout  is,  we  truft  every 
one  will  rather  impute  it  to  our  want  of  powers 
'to  penetrate  the  maze  of  Nature’s  walk,  or  to 
a full  comprehenfion  of  the  human  fabric, 
rather  than  there  does  not  exilt  one  certain 
caufe  of  the  Gout.  The  prefent  fubjedl  of  our 
enquiries,  perplexed  as  it  is,  attended  with 
difficulties,  or  furrounded  with  prejudice,  fo 
much  the  more  ought  our  ardour  to  glow  in 
the  laudable  fearch  of  this  intricate  arcanum, 
thereby  to  expofe  this  Minotaur , to  whom  fo 
many  victims  have  been  facrificed.  I11  order 
to  be  enabled  to  unravel  the  labyrinth,  we 
ffiould  ufe  as  a clue,  fuch  printed  footlleps  of 
the  fiend  as  evidently  mark  the  road  in  his 

D 4 frequent 
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frequent  walk,  by  which  we  may  the  better 
trace  him.  On  repeated  obfervation,  we  find 
two  remarkable  places  of  the  body  fubjeft  to 
this  tyrant’s  humour,  on  which  he  delights  to 
fport : one  in  the  llomach,  occafioning  a ger 
neral  alarm  and  dread,  fa  that  the  patient  will 
very  readily  agree  to  fuffer  any  thing  he  pleafes 
to  infli£l,  provided  he  will  take  himfelf  away 
from  the  citadel,  and  go  into  the  fuburbs; 
which  humour  in  the  flomach  we  fhall  endea- 
vour to  explain,  by  what  we  fee  perfons  fuffer, 
when  under  the  influence  of  this  evil  fpirit, 
commonly  named  the  Gout  in  the  Stomach, 
or  Wandering  Gout. 

That  this  complaint  demands  a ferious  at- 
tention, experience  every  day  juflifies  ; for  it 
is  of  an  awful  nature,  finking  terror  to  the  un- 
happy fufferer,  and  thofe  around  him  who  are 
more  immediately  connected  by  ties  of  friend- 
fhip.  We  fcarce  know  unto  what  fimilitude 
we  fhall  compare  it,  that  we  may  with  pro- 
priety defcribe  its  fafcinating  power,  whofe 
malign  effe&s,  though  felt,  cannot  be  compre- 
hended : when  a perfon  is  feized  with  it,  he 
is  in  an  inflant  as  if  all  his  limbs  and  nerves 
were  fettered  ; a flupor  prevails  ; a numbnefs 
creeps  through  the  whole  frame,  vibrating  on 
the  fibres  of  the  llomach;  the  lips,  though 

unperceived 
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unperceived  by  others,  feel  convulfed;  fuch 
is  the  langour,  that  he  has  fcarce  power  to 
move,  fpeak,  or  think;  the  leaft  interruption 
throws  him  into  a violent  agitation,  which 
renders  him  totally  unfit  for  pleafure  or  bufi- 
nefs.  To  this  complaint  Sir  W.  Temple 
alludes,  when  he  fays — cf  I remember  one 
•“  great  minifier  that  confeffed  to  me,  when  he 
fell  into  one  of  his  ufual  fits  of  the  Gout,  he 
“ was  no  longer  able  to  bend  his  mind  or 
“ thoughts  to  any  public  bufinefs,  nor  give 
audiences  beyond  two  or  three  of  his  own 
“ domeltics,  though  it  were  to  fave  a king- 
“ dom ; and  that  this  proceeds  not  from  any 
“ violence  of  pain,  but  from  a general  lan- 
" guifhing,  and  faintnefs  of  fpirits,  which 
“ made  him,  in  thole  fits,  think  nothing  worth 
“ the  trouble  of  one  careful  or  folicitous 
**  thought.  For  the  approaches  or  lurkings  of 
" the  Gout,  the  Spleen,  or  the  Scurvy,  nay, 
the  very  fumes  of  lndigeflion,  may  indifpofe 
men  to  thought  and  to  care,  as  difeafes  of 
“ danger  and  pain.” 

Sir  William  Temple,  in  his  Tra£t  on  the 
Gout,  further  obferves,  that  “ The  vigour  of 
the  mind  decays  with  that  of  the  body,  and 
not  only  humour  and  invention,  but  even 
f‘  judgment  and  refolution,  change  and  lan- 

" guifh. 
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“ guifla,  with  ill  conditution  of  body,  and  of 
“ health  ; and  by  this  means  public  bufinefs 
t:  comes  to  fuffer  by  private  infirmities,  and 
“ kingdoms  or  dates  fall  into  weaknefles  and 
**  dillempers,  by  the  difeafes  or  decays  of 
<£  thofe  perfons  that  manage  them.  Within 
ft  ihefe  fifteen  years  pad,  I have  known  a great 
“ fleet  difabled  for  two  months,  and  thereby 
fe  lofe  great  occafions,  by  an  indifpofition  of 
tc  the  admiral,  while  he  was  neither  well 
“ enough  to  exercife,  nor  ill  enough  to  leave 
“ the  command,  I have  known  two  towns  of 
“ the  greated  confequence  lod,  contrary  to 
u all  forms,  by  the  governor’s  falling  ill  in  the 
(e  time  of  the  fiege.  I have  obferved  the  fate 
te  of  a campaign  determine,  contrary  to  all 
“ appearance,  by  the  caution  and  conduct  of 
“ a general,  which  were  attributed,  by  thofe 
“ that  knew  him,  to  his  age  and  infirmities, 
tc  rather  than  his  own  qualities,  acknowledged 
e;  otherwife  to  have  been  as  great  as  mod 
“ men  of  the  age.  I have  feen  the  councils 
“ of  a noble  country  grow  bold,  or  timorous, 
(l  according  to  the  fits  of  his  good  or  ill  health 
“ that  managed  them  ; and  the  pulfe  of  the 
“ government  beat  high  or  low  with  that  of 
“ the  governor;  and  this  unequal  conducl 
“ makes  way  for  great  accidents  in  the  world, 
v Nay, 
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(f  Nay,  I have  often  reflefted  upon  the  coun- 
“ cils  and  fortunes  of  the  greateft  monarchies, 
“ rifing  and  decaying  fenfibly  with  the  ageg 
“ and  healths  of  the  princes  and  chief  officers 
fS  that  governed  them.” 

Patients,  when  under  this  dilemma,  are  re- 
duced to  the  unhappy  defponding  date  fo 
often  mentioned,  that  death,  which  appears 
terrible  to  the  healthy,  is  by  them  courted  as 
a remedy  to  deliver  them  from  their  fears  and 
their  forrows ! They  rather  may  be  faid  to 
flide  into  his  arms,  as  perfons  wearied,  infen- 
fibly  drop  afleep.  This  accounts  why  fomany 
deftroy  themfelves,  when  under  its  influence, 
who  feel  all  thofe  ills  they  complain  of,  which 
others  think  imaginary:  to  ufe  the  words  of 
the  poet,  they  are  ever  ready  emphatically  to 
pronounce,  “ Take  any  fhape  but  that,  and 
“ my  firm  nerves  fhall  never  tremble.”  If  it 
was  not  fomething  peculiarly  diftreffing,  would 
patients  exprefs  fo  much  defire  to  fuffer  any 
bodily  pain  in  their  hands  and  feet,  fo  that  the 
mind  may  be  relieved  from  thefe  terrifying 
apprehenfions  ? To  fum  up,  in  a few  words, 
the  various  dreadful  appearances  of  this  ter- 
rible malady — The  Gout  is  a nervous  difeafe, 
a Ifuming  a variety  of  fhapes,  and  forms.  It 
has  fometimes  been  miffook  for  hyflerics,  hy- 
pochondriac 
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pochondriac  affe£lions,cholics;  at  other  times, 
for  rheumatic  complaints,  lownefs  of  fpirits. 
Like  as  the  Pine-apple  is  confidered  as 
containing  the  tafte  and  flavour  of  many 
different  fruits,  fo  a great  many  diforders 
of  the  body  are,  under  different  appella- 
tions, to  be  found  in  the  Gout.  Hence,  when 
the  complaint  is  in  the  flomach,  it  is  apt  to 
caufe  a weaknefs  and  ficknefs;  and  by  cor- 
roding the  nerves  of  that  part,  fpafrns,  or 
numbnefs  on  the  face,  as  it  were  a paralytic 
flroke,  is  felt  by  the  fufferer.  When  this 
happens,  the  patient  will  be  uncommonly 
peevifh,  and  low  fpirited.  If  the  bowels 
fhould  be  difordered,  pains,  gripings,  and  a 
continual  going  to  flool,  will  be  found  to 

follow ; or,  when  the  hands  or  feet  are  affetted, 

\ 

frequent  cramps  and  burnings,  with  a fixed 
pain  till  they  fwell,  will  be  the  confequence. 
That  the  Gout  and  Scurvy  take  their  courfe 
from  the  fame  principle,  is  what  we  venture 
to  affert,  on  the  ful left  affurance  derived  from 
experimental  oblervatioq. 

Notwithftanding  the  Gout  and  Scurvy  pro- 
ceed from  the  like  caufe,  their  fymptoms  and 
confequences  are  very  different.  The  Gout, 
for  inftance,  attacks  the  patient  in  the  meridian 
and  decline  of  life,  by  fits  at  various  periods. 

The 
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The  Scurvy  vifits,  without  diftin&ion,  both 
youth  and  age,  in  a number  of  fhapes ; con- 
tinuing fometimes  only  during  the  fpring  and 
fall,  and  at  other  times  all  the  year.  The 
former  affli£ts  only  part  of  the  body  ; the  lat- 
ter, very  frequently  the  whole.  The  gouty 
matter,  though  ever  fo  feverely  felt,  is  often 
unfeen,*  while  the  Scurvy  is  apparent  to  the 
eye.  Thofe  perfons  who  are  afHifted  with 
the  Gout,  are  often  confined  to  their  chamber, 
deprived  of  reft,  and  every  rational  amufe- 
ment;  while  thofe  who  have  the  Scurvy,  are 
a£tive,  and  able  enough  to  follow  their  ufual 
vocation.  The  Gout  is  confidered  as  a re- 
fpeclable  complaint,  the  Scurvy,  a defpicable 
one.  The  firft  is  flower  than  the  laft  in  its 
progrefs,  when  felt,  rages  with  a much  greater 
violence.  The  Gout  affects  the  nerves,  ten- 
dons, membranes,  and  ligaments  of  the  hu- 
man body  : the  Scurvy  chiefly  the  blood  and 
fkin,  accompanied  with  heat,  irritation,  and 

a copious 

* The  pains  felt  in  the  limbs  of  a perfon  affli&ed  with  the 
Gout,  becaufe  not  being  feen,  are  wondered  at;  yet  we  do  not 
exprefs  any  motion  ot  furprife,  when  a pimple  on  our  finger  is 
in  pain,  which  we  cut,  and  let  out  the  venomous  matter:  the 
one  owes  its  rife  to  bad  humours,  as  well  as  the  other,  only 
lying  deeper  among  the  tendons,  we  arc  afraid  to  make  an  in- 
cifion  on  the  afFcfled  part. 
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a copious  difcharge  of  purulent  matter.  An 
acid  indigeftion,  and  a flatulence  attend  both, 
and  either  may  be  produced  by  intemperance, 
inactivity,  &c.  The  fact  is,  the  difference  lies 
only  in  the  effect  re fulting  from  the  fimilitude. 
If  that  effeCt  is  the  introduction  of  an  acrimo- 
nious humour  into  the  blood,  the  Scurvy, 
accompanied  with  all  its  direful  train  of  ap- 
pendages, fuch  as  dry  or  moift  fcurfs,  pimples, 
ulcers,  fevers,  &c.  will  be  the  confequence. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  a volatilization  of  the 
moft  fubtile  particles  of  the  confined  matter 
fhould  take  place,  it  will  be  found  to  intro- 
duce thofe  violent  ravages  fo  well  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Gout.  Hence,  we  are  en- 
couraged to  place  it  in  our  mind,  as  a fixed 
axiom,  that  this  diforderis  owing  to  a volatile, 
corroding  matter,  raifed  from  the  mixed  fer- 
mentation of  fundry  incompatible  foods,  de- 
generated into  a rancid  fournefs,  in  the  firfl 
refervoirs  of  the  ftomach. 

That  this  malignant  humour  proceeds  from 
a redundancy  of  various  fubflances,  naturally 
impreffed  towards  the  fkin,  by  the  laws  of 
gravity,  is  what  we  hefitate  not  to  affert,  with 
a confidence  well  founded  on  the  ampleft 
experience.  If  we  take  a bafon  with  a num- 
ber of  fmall  pipes,  regularly  varying  in  their 

di  men  lions. 
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dimenfions,  depending  on  one  another,  we 
fhall  plainly  perceive,  according  to  the  quan- 
tity of  water  that  may  be  placed  in  it,  it  will 
be  forced  through  thefe  fmall  tubes,  agreeable 
to  the  degree  of  prelfure  made.  It  is  thus  we 
reafon  with  refpect  to  the  human  frame.  The 
ftomach.  is  the  refervoir  into  which. our  food 
is  taken,  and  from  which  it  is  conveyed  through 
all  the  different  meanders  of  the  body,  in- 
cluding even  the  fmaller  capillary  veffels; 
therefore,  if  too  great  a weight  of  it  is  re- 
ceived, it  muft  inevitably  prefs  and  force  the 
contained  matter  into  the  next  fmall  veffels, 
they  on  the  dill  fmaller  ones,  each  tube  rami- 
fying the  other  in  proportion  to  that  weight. 
Hence,  if  a quantity  of  food,  greater  than  the 
flomach  can  bear,  is  forced  into  it,  it  cannot 
but  be  obvious  to  a moment’s  refledtion,  that 
the  coats  thereof  muff  confequently  be  flretched, 
and  rendered  unable  to  perform  their  digeflive 
powers.  The  effedt  of  fuch  violent  intrufions 
on  the  prefcribed  bounds  of  nature,  muft  be 
equally  evident.  When  the  ftomach  is  thus 
furcharged,  its  food  preffes  on  the  lungs, 
ftraitens  them,  and  deprives  them  of  room  for 
their  accuftomary  vibration.  Pain,  inactivity, 
ftupor,  crudities,  palfies,  inflations,  foetid 
breath,  weak  eyes,  head-aches,  nervous  dif- 
ord ers. 
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orders,  and  fevers,  fooner  or  later  enfue,  and 
form  the  fymptoms  which  every  fcorbutic  or 
gouty  patient  complains  of  at  one  time  or 
another.  Nor  can  it  polfibly  afford  any  cir- 
cumftance  of  wonder  to  a thinking  mind; 
They  are  but  the  natural  confequences  of  fuch 
imprudences ; though  the  difeafe  may  be  in- 
confiderable  at  firft,  the  error  being  daily  re- 
peated, an  imperfedion,  or  Relaxation  of  the 
folids  is  experienced.  The  cutaneous  abfor- 
bents  having  their  mouths  too  much  dilated, 
receive  large  and  noxious  particles,  which 
prefently  obftrud  and  corrode  them ; the  ob- 
ftru£ted  matter  putrefies,  and  is,  by  the  more 
fluid  flate  it  acquires  by  putrefadion,  conveyed 
into  the  blood  through  the  fame  abforbent 
veflels,  which  are  afpecies  of  the  lymphatics. 
When  this  morbid  matter  becomes  once  in- 
troduced to  the  blood,  and  intimately  mixed 
with  it,  as  it  is  by  circulation,  it  never  fails 
to  ad  as  a feptic  ferment,  to  corrupt  the  whole 
mafs  of  fluids,  and,  after  fome  time,  to  reduce 
the  body  itfelf  to  fuch  a fituation,  as  to  be 
approximating  very  faft  towards  a flate  of 
putrefadion. 

How  fo  temporary  a matter  can  create  fuch 
a malignancy  arifing  from  indigeftion,  aided 
by  weaknefs  or  heat  of  the  ftomach,  together 

with 
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w th  the  effluvia  oF  the  confined  putrid  air, 
fo  as  to  vie  with  other  poifom,  and  a£l  the 
lame,  only  in  an  inferior  degree,  in  one  per- 
fon  breeding  the  Scurvy,  and  in  another  the 
Gout,  is  amazing;  or  that. food,  defigned  to 
nounfh  and  fupport  the  human  flruct ure, 
fhould  change  its  nature  into  the  reverfe,  and 
be  the  means  of  debilitating  and  deftroying 
the  body,  requires  further  confideruTon,  to 
elucidate  points  fo  important  for  the  difcovery 
of  that  nnfery  which  fo  many  thoufands  labour 
under.  That  the  foundation  of  thefe  ills  often 
lies  in  the  patient,  mull  be  acknowledged  ; 
for  however  humane  our  difpofition  may  be 
to  our  fellow-creatures,  and  even  to  the  beads 
of  the  field,  we  are  to  ourfelves  fevere  talk- 

1 

mailers,  frequently  impofe  on  our.  flomach  to 
perform  the  greatefl  inconfiftencies,  nay,  im- 
poffibilities;  for  to  expecl  that  machine  to 
grind  and  diffolve,  fit  for  nutrition,  a greater 
quantity  of  aliment  than  is  required  to  fup- 
port nature,  which  quantity  is  rendered  worfe, 
as  it  conlills  of  viands  oppofite  in  their  effect 
to  one  another,  cannot  fail,  when  thus  blended, 
to  compofe  a llrange,  indigeflible  medley, 
one  ingredient  countera£ling  another.  What- 
ever ills  we  fuller  from  the  ftomach’s  not  being: 

'j 

able  to  complete  our  wifh,  we  have  but  little 

E reufou 


66  Obfcrvations  on  the  Gout. 

reafon  to  complain,  who  throws  the  food  back 
in  our  teeth  with  contempt,  attended  with 
bitter  or  four  reproaches.  To  give  language 
to  the  ftomach,  it  would  fay — " See  there  the 
effe&s  of  your  intemperance  ! — Had  I diftri- 
buted  this  acrid  fluid  to  the  other  veffels 
gaping  for  food,  what  fort  of  blood  would 
have  been  produced,  or  what  pains  would 
you  not  have  buffered  ? Learn  therefore  to 
liftento  my  di&ates — be  no  longer  a Have  to 
tafte,  whom  to  pleafe,  you  torture  me,  and 
punilh  yourfelf  with  all  thofe  plagues  not 
defigned  by  the  Supreme  Being.”  Difeafes 
do  not  arrive  at  their  height,  but  by  gradual 
and  different  ftages:  all  conftitutions  are  not 
equally  alike;  each  has  its  tendency,  its  aver- 
flons  ; all  are  fubjed  to  accidents;  few  being 
able  to  boaft  an  exemption  from  fome  vexati- 
ous malady  or  another.  If  you  enter  a large 
room  of  company,  who  have  feen  their  for- 
tieth year,  examine  them,  you  will  find  each 
has  a Jonah’s  Worm,  which  renders  their 
fituation  in  life  fo  irkforne,  that  one  would 
be  tempted  to  imagine  fome  peculiar  difeafe 
was  deltined  to  wait  on  each  perfon,  as  an 
attendant  through  the  journey  of  life.  To 
fome,  the  lot  that  is  drawn  is  marked  Scurvy 
—or  Gout;  to  others,  the  ffone — the  droply 

— or 
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— or  confumption,  See . each  mud  abide  by 
his  chance,  and  contend  with  the  difeafe  ; 
all  the  difeafes  affuming  a mafk,  as  if  they 
were  dependant  on  different  caufes : each 
may  be  made  worfe  by  abufe ; all  may,  in 
fome  meafure,  be  remedied,  by  paying  an 
attention  to  the  ftomach;  for  when  it  is  of  it- 
felf  naturally  weak  and  depraved,  or  made  fo 
by  our  inattention,  crudities  will  abound,  and 
change  the  blood  from  its  balfamic  nature,  to 
a rancid,  four  one.  When  this  {harp,  acri- 
monious humour  is  mingled  with  the  fluids, 
or  rather  the  whole  fluids  thus  changed,  it 
will  produce  incourfe  an  inflamed  blood,  and 
occafion  a fluggifhnefs  through  the  whole 
machine,  which,  being  repeated,  brings  on 
the  Scurvy,  as  already  hinted.  On  the  con- 
trary, this  fharp,  a£tive  humour,  arriving  to 
that  height  of  acrimony,  as  to  wear  off  the 
mucous  matter  of  the  ftomach,  corrodes  the 
nerves  of  it,  whofe  exquifite  fenfibility  is 
fuch,  that  it  throws  the  whole  frame  into  dif- 
agreeable  fenfations,  or  convulfions.  To  this 
complaint  are  owing  the  epileptic  fits  in  chil- 
dren— to  this  caufe,  nervous  perfons  fuffer  by 
hyfterics:  to  reftore  them,  they  are  often 
plagued  with  naufeous  medicines,  fuch  as  afa- 
foetida,  Sec.  firft  introduced  to  fcare  away  the 

E 2 difeafe. 
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difeafe,  and  roufe  the  patient  from  the  fit,  all 
founded  on  wrong  principles  ; therefore  no 
wonder  then  they  fhould  prove  inadequate  to 
the  purpofe.  d hat  this  poifonous  humour  is 
the  progenitor  of  the  Gout,  is  evinced  ; for 
if  the  irritation  of  a (ingle  nerve  is  fo  acute  as 
to  occafion  the  unfpeakable  pain* in  the  tooth- 
ache, can  we  exped  to  feel  lefs,  when  a gene- 
ral alarm  takes  place  in  the  nervous  fyftem, 
which  creates  thofe  terrifying  effects,  known 
by  the  appellation  of  the  Gout  in  the  Stomach? 

• — That  there  is  an  offenfive  matter,  no  one 
difputes:  the  univerfal  cry  againflthe  enemy 
is  too  notorious : that  we  do  not  underhand 
precifely  its  true  nature,  we  muff  infer  from 
the  readinefs  of  every  one  to  expel  it  from  the 
llomach,  and  their  anxious  defires  to  fix  it  in 
the  feet.  If  the  queflion  be  put  to  the  faculty, 
what  is  the  complaint  they  would  wifh  to  dif- 
lodge? — Seldom  any  other  anfwer  is  returned, 
but  this  equivocal  one,  the  Gout  in  the  Sto- 
mach. Dive  as  deep  as  you  pleafe  in  this 
unfathomable  pit  of  perplexities,  nothing  more 
appears  on  the  furface,  but  the  charaderifiic 
of  this  grievous  malady.  The  uncertainty 
relative  to  the  humour  of  the  Gout,  is  alfo 
apparent  in  the  very  mode  of  their  proceedings 
to  force  the  enemy  from  his  refidence ; other- 

wife, 
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wife,  Madeira  wine  never  would  be  indifcn- 
minately  recommended,  and  other  ftrong, 
inflammatory,  fpicy  libations,  fometimes 
joined  with  opiates  and  purgatives,  to  quiet 
and  expel  him,  or  rather  to  rivet  him  to  the 
hands  and  feet.  Fatal  error ! — The  grand 
Rumbling-block,  to  which  fo  many  owe  their 
mifery  ! The  very  means  made  ufe  of  to  ex- 
tricate themfelves,  ferve  only  to  fix  them  in 
the  monfler’s  fnare  the  fader,  and 1 {hew  the 
folly  of  thus  continuing  a courfe,  that  only 
entangles  the  more,  by  following  pilots  who 
difplay  their  deficiency  of  Hull,  by  their  very 
propofals:  otherwife,  why  drive  it  out  of  the 
Jlomach , only  to  lodge  it  in  another  part  of  the 
body? — Why  not  attempt  to  flifle  the  hydra 
in  its  infancy,  and  prevent  his  growth  ? — At 
lead,  endeavour  to  weaken  him  in  his  firfl: 
workings,  when  the  ftomach  proclaims  the 
enemy’s  approach  ? Not  a fly,  when  he 
qui  verson  the  web,  gives  furer  notice  to  the 
fpider  that  his  prey  is  nigh,  than  the  ficknefs 
and  uneafy  fenfation  felt  in  the  flomach,  indi- 
cates, that  fomething  is  breeding  which  nature 
is  terrified  at,  and  would,  ifpoflible,  fhun. 

In  complaints  of  the  ftomach,  proceeding 
irom  a torpid  coldnefs,  or  cramp,  attended 
with  an  acute  pain,  the  fulferer  fhould  not 

T 3 liefitate 
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hefitate  a moment  to  drink  fome  liquid  of  a 
vinous  or  fpiritous  cordial  or  purgative,  as  it 
requires  immediate  affiftance  : in  this  cafe, 
even  brandy  will  only  feem  as  water.  The 
diforder  of  which  we  have  been  fpeaking,  is 
different  from  this : we  flatter  ourfelves,  the 
affli£ted  will  underhand  it  in  this  light.  How 
far  we  may  be  right  in  our  opinion,  that  what 
we  have  related  are  the  effe6ts  of  the  Gout  in 
the  Stomach,  let  others  difpute,  and  prove  it 
otherwife.  This  we  know,  there  do  exift,  and 
too  often,  fuch  complaints  as  we  have  alluded 
to,  and  terrible  vexatious  ones  they  are : the 
patient  does  not  always  throw  up  an  acid  fluid, 
when  he  feels  a ficknefs  in  the  ftomach,  or 
uneafy  fpafms  on  the  face,  becaufe  the  fto- 
mach  can  only  produce  a quantity  of  froth, 
having  received  no  aliment  for  feveral  hours 
before,  which  proves  it  to  be  a volatile  fer- 
mentation. Perfons  under  thefe  circumflances 
are  apt  to  fly  to  cordials  to  remedy  the  evil ; 
or,  attributing  the  fault  to  a foul  ftomach, 
repeatedly  take  vomits;  all  which,  inltead  of 
having  the  defired  effect,  render  the  malady 
worfe.  We  think  ourfelves  happy  in  having 
communicated  to  the  afflicted,  a remedy  for 
this  complaint,  which  is  neither  coftly  nor 
fcarce,  whofe  good  effe£ts  have  anfwered  the 

withes 
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wifhes  of  thofe  whofe  lives  have  been  ren- 
dered almoft  infupportable,who  have  acknow- 
ledged it  in  the  moft  obliging  terms  of  grati- 
tude. We  do  not  recolleft  where  it  failed  of 
giving  fome  relief : a fingle  trial  is  fufficient 
to  prove  the  afTertion.* 

What  the  nature  of  this  peccant  fluid  is,  let 
us  confider  further : we  have  faid  it  is  an 
acid.  In  order  to  corroborate  the  afTertion, 
we  fhall  produce,  as  evidence,  perfons  who 
are  fubjeft  to  this  complaint.  How  readily 
they  dart  at  the  very  idea  of  acids,  and  com- 
plain of  fome  wines ; more  particularly  of  that 
liquor  called  punch,  as  having  an  immediate 
tendency  to  breed  the  Gout ; which  brings  to 
their  remembrance  what  is  thrown  off  the 
flomach,  being  of  a peculiar,  corrofive,  acid 

nature, 

* DireElions — When  you  find  any  ficknefs,  or  uneafy  fen- 
fation,  throw  off  the  offending  matter  from  your  flomach;  then 
take  of  fait  of  tartar,  or  of  wormwood,  from  ten  to  fifteen 
grains,  or  as  much  as  you  can  take  up  with  a fix-pence,  on 
which  fqueeze  the  juice  of  a lemon,  in  a cup;  ftir  the  froth 
about  while  it  hiffes,  fo  that  the  fait  may  be  diffolved  ; then  add 
a wine  glafs,  near  a gill,  of  cold  water,  and  drink  it : the  dif- 
eafed  generally  find  immediate  relief.  Obferve,  it  is  a fafe 
medicine,  and  may  be  repeated  two  or  three  times  a day,  if 
required : the  take  of  the  draught  fhould  be  rather  acid  ; where 
a lemon  is  not  at  hand,  vinegar  may  fupply  the  place. 
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nature,  capable  of producing  all  thofe  dread- 
ful fymptoms  we  frequently  hear  the  patients 
complain  of,  that  it  may,  with  great  propriety, 
be  compared  to  thofe  poifonous  effects  expe- 
rienced by  the  bite  of  venomous  creatures: 
nor  fhall  we  find  much  difficulty  in  being  cer- 
tain of  it,  when  we  refieiT  on  the  amazing 
celerity  with  which  any  thing  of  an  acrimo- 
nious nature,  externally  applied,  penetrates 
the  inmoft  receffes  of  our  fabric:  whence  we 
mud  be  fenfible,  that  a poifonous  matter  in  the 
flomach  is  more  volatile,  as  it  is  encouraged 
by  the  conftant  heat  of  that  part.  In  the  bite 
of  a viper,  how  imperceptible  are  the  drops 
of  liquor  inltilled  by  the  animal  into  the 
wound  ! That  this  viperian  drop  is  of  a mod 
fubtle  nature,  no  perfon  will  contend,  fince 
it  ru dies  into  the  animal  fydem,  and  diffufes 
itfelf  with  fuchan  amazing  fwiftnefs,  that  the 
whole  body,  in  a little  time,  is  known  to  be 
dreadfully  convulfed.  When  we  are  faying 
this,  we  mud,  however,  be  underdood  to  mean 
no  farther  than  a comparifon  of  the  attack  on- 
ly, not  of  the  confequence,  as  the  poifon  of 
the  viper  is  often  the  caufe  of  fpeedy  death  ; 
that  of  the  Gout  is  incontedibly  a poifon  in  a 
lefs  degree  of  malignancy.  The  bite  of  a mad 

dog, 
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dog,*  infomuch  as  it  infufes  a fort  of  poifon, 
longer  lurking  about  before  it  breaks  out  into 
any  fymptoms,  fubltding  again  for  a while, 
then  returning  in  freth  fits  by  a continual 
fucceffion  of  rage  and  peace,  might  perhaps, 
in  point  of  confequence,  claim  a preference 
to  that  of  the  viper,  though  the  depofited  mat- 
ter which  produces  the  madnefs,  is,  as  well 
, as  the  other,  a volatilized  fluid.  So  likewife 
is  a certain  other  one  that  taints  the  blood 
after  impure  acts  of  cohabitation,  which  oc- 
calions  particular  pains  to  be  felt  fhooting 
through  the  body,  attended  with  head  aches 
peculiar  to  this  complaint,  in  the  courfe  of 
twenty-four  hours  after  receiving  the  injury; 
all,  as  far  as  volatillity  goes,  referable  one 
another.  The  only  variation  is,  the  one  (the 
Gout)  we  internally  breed  ourfelves,  and  all 
the  others  we  receive  from  outward,  accidental 
occafions.  Therefore,  it  is  plain,  the  humour 
of  the  Gout  fhews  itfelf,  in  its  peculiar  ma- 
lignancy, as  bearing  llrong  marks  of  its  affi- 
nity to  the  nature  of  poifons:  and,  purfuing 
the  fame  track,  if  they  alfecf  the  nerves  and 
tendons  of  the  human  body,  fo  does  the  Gout; 
and  is  the  caufe  of  thofe  excruciating  pains 

attendant 

* Keeping  the  wound  open  facilitates  the  cure  or  the  bite 
of  a road  dog  fooner  than  any  other  circumflatice. 
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attendant  on  the  Gout,  owing  to  its  preying 
on  the  nervous  fluid.  What  that  nervous  fluid 
is,  we  (hall  endeavour  to  explain,  by  confi- 
dering  the  difference  there  is  in  the  liquids 
that  belong  to  the  human  body. 

In  the  Cyclopaedia,  or  Dictionary,  on  the 
word  Animal  Spirits,  the  following  explana- 
tion is  given — “ Animal  Spirits  are  a fine 
<s  fubtile  juice  or  humour  in  animal  bodies, 
■e  fuppofed  by  many  to  be  the  great  inftru- 
“ ment  of  mufcular  motion,  fenfation,  &c. 
<e  The  ancients  diftinguifhed  fpirits  into  three 
“ kinds,  viz.  animal,  vital,  and  vegetative  ; 
tf  but  the  moderns  have  reduced  them  to  one 
u fort,  viz.  animal ; about  the  nature  of  which, 
“ and  the  matter  whence  they  are  formed, 
great  difputes  have  arifen  amongff  anato- 
“ miffs,  though  their  very  exiffence  has  never 
ff  been  fairly  proved.  In  the  Hiftory  of  the 
t$  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences,  in  Paris,  An. 
ss  1759’  there  is  an  ingenious  Memoir  on  this 
cc  fubje£l,  by  Mr.  Bertin,  he  undertakes  to 
ce  prove,  that  the  nervous  fluid,  or  animal 
e‘  fpirits,  circulate  ; that  if  they  depart  from 
Cf  the  brain,  they  return  to  it  by  the  nerves  ; 
f£  in  fhort,  he  propofes  to  form  the  courfe  of 
££  this  fluid  into  a fyftem  of  circulation,  lefs 
£C  demonffrable  indeed  to  the  fenfes  than  that 
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“ of  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  but  in  other 
(C  refpe&s,  grounded  on  equally  folid  reafons. 
“ As  it  is  hard  to  define  what  could  never  be 
“ bronght  under  the  judgment  of  our  fenfes, 
“ all  that  we  (hall  here  offer  concerning  them 
“ is,  that  they  muff  needs  be  extremely  fub- 
“ tile  bodies,  which  efcape  all  manner  of  ex- 
“ amination  by  the  fenfes,  though  ever  fo 
tc  well  afhfted,  and  pervade  the  tra&s  of  t-he 
“ nerves,  which  yet  have  no  difcoverable 
cavity  or  perforation  ; nor  could  ever,  by 
“ any  experiment,  be  colle£ted,  yet  are  con- 
“ flantiy  moving  in  vafi  quantities,  as  they  mull 
<c  of  neceffity  be,  to  perform  all  thofe  mighty 
({  operations  which  are  afcnbed  to  them.  How- 
“ ever,  the  antiquity  of  the  opinion  claims  fome 
“ reverence.  By  the  helpof  thefe  fpirits,weare 
“ furnifhed  with  a vail  number  of  precarious 
“ folutions  of  great  phenomena ; and  without 
lt  them,  we  muff;  leave  a great  chafm  in  the 
philofopbical  hiftory  of  animal  bodies.  But, 
<c  after  all,  the  phenomena  that  would  in  this 
cafe  be  unexplained,  are,  it  may  be  to  us, 
“ inexplicable.  They  are  fuppofed  to  be  fe- 
“ parated  in  the  brain,  from  the  fubtilift  parts 
of  the  blood  ; and  thence  carried  by  the 
nerves  to  all  parts  of  the  body,  for  the  per- 
formances of  the  animal  and  vital  func- 
tions.” As 
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As  the  author  of  the  above  quotation  feems 
to  doubt  the  poflibiliiy  of  producing  fatisfac- 
tory  proof  of  the  exiflence  of  thefe  fpirits,  we 
fhall  draw  a cdmparifon  from  the  vegetable 
creation,  in  which,  if  we  can  prove  to  a de- 
rnondration,  of  different  fluids  exifting,  and 
poffeffing  power  fuperior  over  others,  in  the 
fame  plant,  we  do  not  fee  how  we  can  hefitate 
to  allow  the  fame  acting  in  our  bodies — Let 
us  try  the  experiment  analogically  : — 

Animals,  and  plants  compofed  of  various 
parts;  have  feveral  fluids  appropriated  to  each 
diflinft  office  to  cheriffi  and  enable  them  to 
exercife  their  proper  functions  ; two  of  which 
particularly  claim  our  attention,  and  are  fo 
clofely  connected  with  each  other,  that,  fhould 
either  be  drawn  off  or  injured,  not  onlv  dif- 
eafes  and  decay  would  enfue,  but  a total  de- 
privation, looner  or  later,  of  life  itfelf.-  The 
fir  ft  and  mod  effential  fluid  in  man,  is  the 
animal  aether,  which,  from  its  peculiar  qua- 
lity, is  termed  nervous,  confifting  of  the  fineft 
fpirituous  volatile  particles  we  can  poffibly 
imagine,  not  feen,  but  mod  admirably  dif- 
perfed  over  the  whole  body.  In  fine,  as  the 
heart  is  the  centre  of  motion  to  the  blood,  in 
like  manner  is  the  brain  the  centre  of  motion 
to  the  nerves,  containing  the  principles  of 
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health  and  life. — The  fecond  vital  fluid  is  the 
blood,  compofed  of  aqueous,  gelatinous,  ful- 
phureous,  and  terre (Inal  parts;  the  latter  of 
which,  while  it  exceeds  the  other  three  in 
quantity,  falls  infinitely  below  them  in  point 
of  quality.  Thefe  two  different  fluids  cannot 
be  better  illuftrated,  than  by  a reference  to 
the  plants  of  the  field,  which  carry  in  them 
two  diftintt  fluids,  analogous  to  thofe  con- 
tained in  the  human  body,  namely,  the  effen- 
tial  oil,  which  correfponds  with  the  animal 
aether  ; and  the  fap  of  the  plants,  which  may 
be  compared  to  our  mafs  of  blood. 

All  vegetables  contain  fluids,  which  confifl 
of  gums,  oils,  and  refins.  The  two  lafl,  being 
acted  on  only  by  rectified  fpirits,  we  call  fpi- 
rituous,  and  anfwer  to  the  nervous  fluid  in 
man.  As  thefe  abound,  fo  the  plant  is  more 
or  lefs  fragrant,  condenfed,  or  preferved  from 
injuries ; infomuch,  that  fome  plants,  having 
this  animating  juice  to  a great  degree,  are 
found  to  keep  conflantly  green.  The  other 
liquor  is  the  fap  or  gum,  which  is  analogous 
to  the  blood,  and  is  of  an  aqueous  kind  ; and 
when  proper  menftrums  are  ufed  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  they  will  act  on  the  plant,  lo  as  frequently 
to  extract  the  one,  and  not  the  other.  To  ex- 
emplify— If  we  take  the  green  leal  of  an  herb, 
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and  deep  it  in  resided  fpirits  of  wine,  we 
fhall  foon  draw  out  all  the  green  colour,  toge- 
ther with  the  oily  part ; the  leaf  will  be  reduced 
to  a fkeleton,  the  folids  appearing  more  plain, 
and  are  eafily  crumbled  to  pieces. 

It  is  here  we  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
Reader  to  a true  emblem  of  a man  afjlided,  with 
the  Gout , the  peculiar  property  of  which  dif- 
order  feems  to  acl  by  preying  on  the  nerves, 
as  is  plain  from  the  effect ; for  as  this  nervous 
fluid  abounds,  fo  the  health  and  drength  of 
the  perfon  is  better  enjoyed.  It  is,  in  fa6t, 
the  preferver  of  the  folids  ; while  it  continues 
to  run  freely  through  the  whole  body,  cheer- 
fulnefs  is  the  natural  confequence.  But  as 
the  plant,  when  deprived  of  its  fpirituous  par- 
ticles, foon  fades,  fo  man  falls  into  difeafes 
whenever  this  duid  is  affe£led  ; for  it  is  the 
main  fpring  of  life,  and  tends  to  preferve  man 
in  a more  durable  date,  giving  him  health 
and  fpirits,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  vital 
oilous  part  nourifhes  and  defends  the  plant. 
Now  this  fluid  cannot  be  extinguidied  in  its 
acting  powers  all  at  once,  unlefs  by  indanta- 
neous  death ; but  may  be  impaired,  as  acids 
corrode,  dudy  confumes,  excedive  heat,  ve- 
nery,  See . diminifh  : padion  abforbs;  inacti- 
vity contra&s  and  dagnates.  Thus  would  the 

human 
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human  frame  foon  go  to  wreck,  were  it  not 
for  the  intervention  of  fome  relief.  For  which 
reafon,  an  all-gracious  Providence  has  bene- 
volently ordered,  that  every  animated  being 
fhould  have  reft  to  replenilh  the  wafte,  as  it 
becomes,  from  time  to  time,  exhaufted.  But 
if  the  reft  is  infufficient  to  repair  the  breach, 
the  oily  quality,  as  we  have  before  obferved, 
being  unable  to  defend  the  particular  nerves, 
they  become  expofed  to  the  invalion  of  any 
humour,  or  heterogeneous  matter  in  the  blood 
or  body,  and  fall  a prey  to  colds,  frights,  hy- 
fterics,  rheumatifm,  and  the  Gout,  in  propor- 
tion as  this  volatile  fluid  happens  to  be  affe&ed. 
As  this  precious  balfarn,  this  lamp  of  life,  this 
fpirituous  aether  (for  which  no  epithet  can  be 
too  expreflive  to  convey  a juft  idea  of  its 
importance)  is  but  fmall,  compared  with  the 
other  parts  that  conftitute  the  body,  the  dif- 
eafes  are  but  few  which  fall  immediately  upon 
it,  but  more  dreadful  than  any  others.  Hy- 
fterics  are  thofe  which  affli6l  the  women,  as 
the  Gout  does  the  men,  both  incurring  the 
chara&er  of  nervous  difeafes  ; for  molt  of  the 
other  numerous  diforders  that  fallen  on  man- 
kind arifein  the  blood  and  vifcera,  and  vitiate 
the  nervous  fluids  through  their  Tides ; where- 
ever  this  fluid  is  found  to  be  defective,  or 
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injured,  whether  in  the  eye,  ear,  brain,  of 
elfewhere,  painful  or  paralytic  fenfations  are! 
often  the  confequence. 

To  illull rate  the  comparifon  fl ill  further. — 
Take  a leaf,  and  deep  it  in  hot  water,  till 
you  draw  out  the  gummy,  aqueous  parts,  the 
leaf  will  appear  more  beautiful  in  colour  than 
when  put  in,  becaufe  the  terrellrial  parts 
being  drawn  away,  the  fine  oily  ones,  wherein 
its  colour  is  proved  to  confift,  are  preferved 
pure.  Thus  it  is  that  trees,  having  a larger 
quantity  of  oil  and  refin,  to  keep  them  in  cold 
and  tempefluous  weather,  appear  green  all  the 
year  round.  The  more  oil  and  refill  depofited 
in  the  vegetable,  the  more  pleafing  and  du- 
rable afpe6t  it  will  afford  to  the  curious  fpecia- 
tor.  So  in  man,  the  more  he  has  of  this 
fpirituous  fluid,  the  ftronger  he  is ; the  nerves, 
and  all  the  folids,  deriving  their  ftrength 
from  this  invigorating  article.  Thus  the  rea<- 
fon  will  be  eafily  adduced,  why  that  part  of 
the  human  ftruclure  which  is  affe&ed,  fhould 
be  felt  tofuffer  fo  feverely  as  it  does,  whether 
it  be  in  the  foot,  flomach,  brain,  or  bowels. 
As  no  one  can  conceive  how  exquifitely  fine 
the  fibres  that  compofe  our  bodies  are,  fo  the 
sether  which  fupports  and  noun  flies  them, 
muff  be  of  a fuperlative  nature,  mcomprchcn- 
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fible  and  inconceivable  to  corporeal  matter; 
for  nothing  lefs  than  a full  demonRration  of 
fuch  volatile  fluids  exiffing  in  our  fabric,  can 
account  for  the  acute  pains  experienced,  when 
they  are  alfeded  by  poifonous  vapours.  Thefe 
are  the  noble  parts  of  the  human  Rrudure, 
which  this  Chief  of  difeafes  feeds  on  i nor  is 
he  lefs  delicate  in  chufinghis  obje6ls  of  re  fen t- 
ment,  even  to  a proverb.  Long  has  it  been 
remarked,  that  the  rich,  the  ftudious,  the  vo- 
luptuous perfon  in  high  Ration  of  life,  honoured 
with  important  truffs,  often  falls  a vidim  to 
his  unbounded  voracioufnefs,  in  preference 
to  the  labouring  Hind.  His  manner  of  at- 
tacking is  different  from  other  maladies.  They 
often  dart,  and  kill  at  once  : fome,  indeed, 
make  regular  advances,  and  retire,  leaving 
the  patient  a certificate  as  a pledge  of  their 
returning  no  more.  This  invader  difplays 
his  fubtilty,  by  firft  railing  apprehenfions  to 
terrify  the  objects  of  his  fpleen  into  his  toils, 
then  leifurely  fetters  and  confines  them  as  Rate 
prifonersintheir  chambers.  If  they  are  indulg- 
ed to  go  abroad,  his  badge  accompanies  them. 
If  they  murmur  at  their  irkfome  fituation,  a mir- 
ror is  difplayed,  which  reprefents  to  the  fuffer- 
er’s  view,  a number  of  his  Raves,  whole  confoia- 
tion  feems  to  confiR  in  making  comparifons 
F congratulating 
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congratulating  one  another,  and  patiently 
waiting  for  their  releafe.  Thus,  whilft  the 
attention  of  the  afflicted  is  drawn  off,  and 
deeply  engaged  to  difentangle  their  hands  and 
feet,  the  Tormentor  is  bufy  in  lapping  and 
deltroying  the  fountain  of  life,  being  deter- 
mined to  kill  at  the  laft,  in  order  to  complete 
his  number  ofyearly  facrifices. 

Should  it  be  thought  we  are  too  free  in 
char  aide  riling  the  Gout,  we  have  only  to  add, 
in  the  medical  libraries  you  will  find  a nu- 
merous collection  of  his  portraits,  drawn  in 
fable  colours,  in  different  attitudes. — What 
has  been  the  effeCt — but  a tendency  to  im- 
prefs  our  minds  with  additional  terror,  already 
too  much  burdened  by  our  childifh  fears? 
Our  hatred  keeps  pace,  not  only  againlt  this 
Ufurper,  but  his  affiffants.  A greater  promoter 
of  the  caufe  of  either  the  Scurvy  or  Gout 
hardly  can  exift  than  melancholy.  Neither 
does  our  mode  of  expreffion  arife  from  any 
confcioufnefs  of  fuperiority  in  (kill,  being  too 
well  convinced  we  fhall  fall  fhort  in  folving 
this  Gordian  knot.  After  all  our  labour  and 
refearches,  diffidence  will  bell  adorn  the  page 
of  the  inditer,  whofe  wifh  centres  in  an  affec- 
tionate de fire  to  roufe  the  attention  of  the  af- 
flicted, to  ufe  their  own  reafon,  nor  let  any 
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longer  idle  tales,*  propagated  by  error  and 
furmife,  remain  as  a bar  to  this  Hydra’s  cave; 
whole  fort,  we  do  not  fcruple  to  fay,  is  not 
impregnable.  His  beginnings  may  be  traced, 
his  various  intricate  windings  unfolded,  and, 
if  not  totally  fubdued,  may  be  withheld  at  a 
diftance,  fo  as  to  render  life  defirable  in  this 
tranfient  wildernefs,  where. the  feene,  when 
viewed  from  the  pinnacle  of  health,  oft,  in  a 
moment  unexpefted,  changes  to  the  vale  of 
infirmity ; for  the  Gout  is  no  more  than  a na- 
tural confequence  derived  from  our  fluctuating 

paffions, 

* No  diforder,  perhaps,  requires  greater  attention,  or  more 
judicious  treatment,  than  the  Gout.  The  general  notion,  which 
people  have  fo.ftrongly  imbibed,  that  the  Gout  is  incurable, 
has,  by  the  countenance  received  from  the  writings  of  many 
of  the  mod  celebrated  and  able  phyficians,  raifed  fuch  a ltrong 
prejudice  in  the  minds  of  the  generality,  that  they  are  totally 
deaf  to  all  reafoning,  loft  to  hope  : fo  firmly  are  they  perfuaded 
: that  no  relief  can  be  expefted  from  art,  the  cure  is  left  to 
nature  : Patience  and  Flannel  are  become  quite  proverbial 
among  the  Arthritics.  In  confequence,  it  is  amazing  to  fee 
what  pains  the  patients  take  to  increafe  the  inflammation,  by 
wrapping  up  their  feet  in  wool.  On  this  occafion  Sir  Wil- 
liam Tlmple  jocofely  faid — “ They  make  much  of  the 
“ Gout  as  foon  as  it  comes,  and  yet  leave  not  making  much  of 
“ themfelves  too : they  take  care  to  carry  it  prefently  to  bed, 
“ and  keep  it  fafe  and  warm  ; and,  indeed,  lay  up  the  Gout 
“ for  two  or  three  months,  while  they  give  out  that  the  Gout 
“lays  them  up,” 
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paffions,  our  mode  of  living,  the  imbecility 
of  our  bodies,  preferved  only  in  a tolerable 
Hate  of  fanity  by  attention  and  induftry.  The 
lealt  relaxation  on  one  fide,  the  too  free  in- 
dulgence on  the  other,  is  fufficient  to  create 
ills  which  require  time,  fagacity,  refolution, 
and  perfeverance,  in  order  to  repair  and  beau- 
tify the  human  flru&ure,  to  render  it  fit  once 
more  for  action,  in  the  flation  afiigned  to  it  by 
the  great  Ruler  of  the  Univerfe — A narrow 
path  for  man  to  tread,  to  whom  cenfure  often 
is  haftily  imputed,  as  if  he  was  a perfect  free 
agent,  for  we  cannot  deem  that  creature  free, 
who  is  not  matter  of  his  own  temper  and 
paffion  at  all  times,  and  in  all  ftations  of  life  ; 
certainly  we  are  of  that  pliant  nature,  fo 
eafily  impreffed  and  toffed  about,  ruffled  by 
little  trifling  accidents,  which  we  know  is  a 
folly  to  give  way  to;  yet  we  can  no  more  help 
it,  than  the  water  being  raifed  in  curly  waves 
when  agitated  by  the  wind.  Thefe  little  in- 
cidents bias  our  frame,  and  are  fufficient  to 
create  ferments,  which,  not  being  checked 
by  us,  or  awed  by  law,  may  burfl  forth  either 
to  our  own  deflrudion,  or  that  of  another. 
Free  we  are  in  many  refpeds,  and  feemingly 
quite  fo  to  others,  who  think  we  may  chufe 
either  to  go  or  flay,  to  commit  or  defill  in  an 
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action,  perhaps  neitherjuflifiable  to  confcience, 
or  to  the  world.  Yet  every  one  carries  within 
himfelf  fome  fecret  force,  or  agitation,  which, 
at  certain  periods,  urges  him  to  proceed,  though 
with  reluctance,  to  the  very  point  where  he 
dreads,  yet  longs  to  dwell,  until  the  ardent 
fire  is  quenched,  either  by  fruition  or  reple- 
tion, regardlefs  of  the  confequence  : it  is  only 
owing  to  the  prudent  management  of  fleering 
our  bark  through  the  gulf  of  thefe  neceffitous 
circumftances,  that  we  efcape  accidents  which 
muff  happen  to  the  heedlefs,  indolent  wan- 
derer ; fo  that  by  attention,  in  a certain  degree, 
it  is  in  every  one’s  power  to  obtain  or  fhun  the 
Gout,  or  fome  other  difeafe — prolonglife,  or 
fhorten  it — make  it  agreeable,  or  miferable  — 
refpectable,  or  contemptible. 

“ Man,”  it  is  faid,  £e  cannot  live  by  bread 
“ alone  — which  alfo  implies,  he  cannot  live 
without  ufing  a multiplicity  of  means  for  his 
fupport  and  prefervation,  to  keep  in  continual 
motion  his  machine,  even  from  the  infant  date 
to  decrepit  age.  There  muft  be  a continual 
fupply  given  the  body  to  enable  it  to  aCt ; 
and  there  muft  be  a continual  exertion  of  the 
mechanic  powers,  which  are  fo  far  from  being 
weakened  or  hindered  in  their  fundions  there- 
by, that  it  affords  him  encouragement  to  con* 
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tinue,  by  giving  additional  ftrength:  this  is 
not  inftanced  by  one  action  only  of  our  bodies, 
but  in  general : even  the  lungs  are  (lengthened 
by  reading  aloud.  Though  man  is  impelled 
to  move  in  his  orb  by  con  Rant  circulation,  he 
ieldom  fads,  when  occafions  offer,  of  paying 
a compliment  to  his  eafe  ; by  this  means  dif- 
orders  ftealon  us  imperceptibly;  which,  ren- 
dering the  (ituation  irkfome,  rouf’es  his  atten- 
tion to  (hake  o(f  fo  difagreeable  an  intruder 
on  his  peace. 

We  have  often  fympathifed  with  the  pa- 
tient, whofe  vocation  and  circumftance  have 
chained  him  to  a fpot,  where  nothing  but  a 
miracle,  or  total  change  of  living,  could  pro- 
mife  a refpite  from  this  inexorable  diforder; 
where  the  patient,  as  to  diet,  has  been  abfte- 
mious  to  a fault : but  for  want  of  a more 
active  employment,  a purer  air  to  breathe  in, 
and,  what  is  mod  material,  an  eafement  of 
mind,  he  is  bowed  down  with  an  incurable 
malady,  beyond  the  reach  of  medicine ; which 
brings  to  my  mind  an  anecdote  of  a phyfician 
who  attended  on  a lady  feveral  times,  but 
generally  found  her  worfe.  She  endeavoured 
to  hide  the  real  caufe  of  her  complaint,  and 
begged  he  would  not  trouble  himfelf  to  pre- 
fcribe  any  more,  as  (he  knew  it  was  to  no 
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purpofe.  His  penetrating  genius,  aided  by  a 
benevolent  heart,  the  greatefl  ornament  of 
human  nature,  peiTifled  in  trying  his  (kill 
once  more,  which  fhould  be  the  laft  prefcrip- 
tion,  if  it  failed.  When  he  was  gone,  mltead 
of  an  unmeaning  fcroll,  a jargon  of  technical 
terms,  a bill  on  fight,  drawn  on  his  banker, 
flood  apparently  fuitable  to  her  prefent  wants, 
which  did  honour  to  the  prefcnber. 

The  rich,  having  greater  opportunity  of 
enjoying  their  eafe,  and  the  power  of  gratify- 
ing their  tafte  more  than  others,  to  whom  for- 
tune has  not  been  fo  liberal,  is  one  reafon  why 
this  difeafe  falls  to  their  peculiar  lot,  which 
may  be  accounted  for  agreeably  to  the  rules 
of  mechanifin ; if  any  machine  is  negle£ted, 
or  a greater  Weight  is  laid  on  it,  than  it  has 
power  to  bear,  the  confequence  is  a fioppage, 
or  a fraclure  : in  either  cafe  it  mull  prove  pre- 
judicial. It  is  obvious,  the  Gout  in  the  feet  is 
a dillinfl  diforder  from  that  generally  com- 
plained of  in  the  ftomach.  Though  time  im- 
memorial has  fanfilified  a farce  commonly 
aided,  with  a defign  to  expel  the  gouty  hu- 
mour out  of  the  itomach  down  into  the  feet, 
in  order  to  make  the  charm  have  its  proper 
effect,  ffimulative  medicines  are  given  to  faci- 
litate the  defired  end;  yet  we  will  be  bold 
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to  fay,  a fit  of  the  Gout  in  the  feet  cannot  be 
produced  by  the  medical  arts  ufed  to  draw  it 
out  of  the  flomach,  without  they  firft  can  ex^ 
plain,  what  that  hocus  pocus  matter  is  com- 
pofed  of.  Perfons  who  are  fubje£l  to  the 
complaint  named  the  Gout  in  the  Stomach, 
are  of  a conftitution  too  weak  to  bear  repeated 
ftrong  purgatives,  without  a man  deft  injury. 
Secondly,  Gouty  matter  fettles,  by  the  laws 
of  gravity,  in  the  hands  and  feet,  and  is  ex- 
emplified in  thofe  perfons  who  live  freely* 
giving  way  to  indulgence,  trufting  to  the 
flrength  of  their  conftitution.  Our  fluids, 
like  many  others  in  the  world,  are  only  moved 
by  certain  degrees  of  heat : thus  that  heat 
which  will  caufe  lead  to  flow,  has  no  effedi  on 
filver : there  muft  be  a warmth  to  keep  the 
blood  in  circulation.  In  the  fluids  in  the  hu- 
man body,  there  is  a certain  heterogeneous 
matter,  of  a fiuggifh  nature,  which  requires  - 
a neceflary  heat  to  diffolve  and  raife  it,  and 
nothing  but  aftion  will  keep  it  fufpended. 
Now,  as  the  feet  and  hands  are  at  the  extremi- 
ties of  the  body,  they  do  not  retain  the  heat 
in  equal  proportion  with  the  reft,  therefore 
only  the  finer,  or  more  rarefied  part  is  returned 
back;  the  dead  ina&ive  matter  is  chilled  and 
left  behind,  and  forms  that  unnatural  offspring, 

which 
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which  afterwards  hardens  into  thofe  obflinate 
fwellings  called  nodes,  chalk- (tones,  &c. 

As  a proof  that  the  effe£t  of  the  Gout  pro- 
ceeds from  a natural  caufe,  one  circumflance 
may  elucidate,  which  is  frequently  feen,  with- 
out creating  any  emotion  of  furprife,  in  aged 
horfes;  viz.  when  they  (land  in  the  liable,  ufing 
little  or  no  exercife,  their  ancles  inflame, 
fwell,  and  become  lame  or  gouty.  We  are 
flrengthened  in  this  opinion  by  another  finking 
fimilitude  of  the  effects  of  indolence,  obferved 
in  children  labouring  under  the  difeafe  of  the 
Rickets : the  joints  of  their  hands  and  feet 
are  attended  with  fwellings,  and  fo  keen  a 
fenfation,  that  the  leaf!  touch,  or  even  an 
offer  to  move  them,  creates  a dread  and  pain 
fo  exquifite,  that  it  forces  them  to  utter  their 
feelings  in  piercing  cries,  expreflive  of  the 
diflrefs  they  undergo.  The  caufe  of  this  in- 
firmity is  not  fo  much  as  queftioned  : it  is 
univerfally  afcribed  to  bad  habit,  and  want  of 
proper  attendance  in  the  nurfe  in  exercifing 
the  infant.  May  not  they  be  faid  to  have  the 
Gout  in  miniature  ? — Do  not  thefe  complaints 
throw  fome  light  on  our  benighted  enquiries, 
and  prove  that  there  are  two  forts  of  Gout ; 
the  one  a nervous  one,  ofFending  the  flomach 
in  particular ; the  other  proceeding  rather 

from 
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from  inactivity,  affeCting  the  feet  and  hands 
only  of  the  perforj,  whofe  conftitution  is  other- 
wife  flrong,  and  will  digeft  any  food  or  drink 
he  takes,  without  meeting  any  perceptible 
inconvenience  on  that  account  ? 

Relative  to  the  nature  of  the  gouty  matter, 
various  opinions  have  been  formed;  though 
a corrofive  acid  preponderates  in  weak  habits, 
thereby  a multitude  of  nervous  and  gouty 
complaints  are  created  in  the  ftomach,  yet  we 
do  not  read  of  any  known  inftance,  where  the 
blood  drawn  from  gouty  perfons  has  imbibed 
any  acid  tafle ; yet  by  the  repetition,  and  the 
difordered  Hate  the  patient  is  continually 
thrown  into  owing  to  this  circum fiance,  the 
blood,  and  other  fluids  revolving  in  the  body, 
muff  be  affeCted  and  infected  by  poifonous 
taints.  Others  have  afferted,  that  the  matter 
which  caufes  the  Gout  is  of  an  alkaline  na- 
ture ; as  a proof  that  it  is  fo,  they  produce,  as 
evidence,  thechalk-ltones  formed  on  the  joints 
of  patients,  on  which  matter  acids  ferment 
and  deftroy,  when  it  is  feparated  from  the 
joints.  This  does  not  form  a Satisfactory  proof, 
nor  lead  us  to  a certain  criterion  relative  to 
the  caufe ; for  are  not  thefe  chalk-ftones,  which 
are  thrown  out  on  the  extremities,  the  refufe 
of  all  the  impurities  of  the  blood  ? Can  we 

judge 
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judge  of  the  purenefs,  richnefs,  and  ftrength 
of  the  fpirituous  waters  or  cordials,  by  re- 
viewing and  examining  the  dregs  only  left  in 
the  hill?— Or  can  we,  by  obferving  only  the 
caput  mortuum,  which  fettles  in  the  retort, 
conceive  the  powers  or  the  beauty  of  the  men* 
ftrum  brought  forth  ? — Or  will  the  alhes  give 
you  any  idea  what  the  coals  were,  did  you 
not  know  it  ? For  thefe  reafons,  it  is  hard  to 
judge  of  the  true  nature,  violence,  and  ma- 
lignancy of  the  difeafe,  either  in  its  infancy, 
or  when  raging  in  its  full  meridian.  Whatever 
the  matter  was  in  its  original,  in  its  progrefs 
it  has  many  changes,  variations,  and  at  laffc 
ends  in  a painful,  inflammatory  difeafe,  at- 
tended with  fwelling,  almoh  infupportable  to 
the  fufferer,  if  he  was  not  buoyed  up  by  hope, 
to  expect  a releafement  after  a certain  period 
of  expiation  : fo  far  as  it  threatens  a diffolution 
to  the  human  body,  the  word  alkaline  is  ap- 
plicable in  its  laft  flage.  In  other  arts,  we 
can  eafily  difcover  the  caufe  of  a defe£t  in  a 
machine  conflru£ted  by  ourfelves:  not  fo  in 
pur  bodv,  becaufe  it  is  the  work  of  one  whom 
we  cannot  comprehend  ; neither  can  we  fa- 
thom or  explain  the  inmofl  receffes  and  ope- 
rations of  nature.  Vain,  therefore,  will  be 
pur  attempt  to  produce  to  ocular  demonflra- 

tion 
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tion  the  identical  matter — (ftruck  on  our  bo- 
dies, which  are  as  capable  of  imbibing  the 
femen~of  difeafe,  as  tinder  does  the  fpark, 
when  flalhed  from  the  Heel ;)  whofe  power, 
if  not  extinguifhed  in  the  fir  ft  glow,  gains  time 
to  form  itfelf  into  a mucous  obftruction  in  the 
joint ; which,  being  nurfed  by  heat,  and  fed 
with  indolence,  foon  grows  fo  intolerable  as 
to  overpower  the  patient. 

That  no  cenfure  fhould  cleave  to  the 
Faculty,  in  not  extirpating  this  adverfary. 
Fame  is  introduced  as  lending  her  affift- 
ance  to  heighten  the  colour,  and  defcribe  the 
force  of  this  ravager,  already  fufficiently  ter- 
rible, more  formidable  in  averting,  that  the 
effluvia  of  the  Gout  is  infectious;  and  when 
he  can  once  gain  admittance  into  a family,  he 
becomes  part  of  the  inheritance.  That  feve- 
ral  unaccountablephasnomena  have  happened, 
contrary  to  the  courfe  of  nature,  we  do  not 
deny.  From  thefe  circumftances  we  can  by 
no  means  pretend  to  favour  the  report,  that  the 
Gout  is  infe&ious ; nor  do  we  know  who  would 
wilh  to  prove  it  fo ; and,  if  proved,  what  an 
unhappy,  melancholy  fituation  would  the  pa- 
tient be  reduced  to,  by  this  additional  evil  ! — 
It  is  a lamentable  fight  to  fee  a fellow-creature 
crippled  ! — To  hear  his  groans,  when  labour- 
ing under  acute  pain,  is  more  fo.  II  this  was 

the 
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the  cafe,  that  it  could  diffufe  its  malignant 
powers  from  one  to  another,  who  would  be 
found  driving  to  adminider  confolation  or 
relief? — The  thought  is  fo  very  contradi&ory 
— fo  repugnant  to  nature — and  teeming  with 
mifery,  that  we  heartily  reprobate  it,  and  put 
our  negative  to  this  abfurd  notion,  however 
graced  with  any  name.  We  rather  think  the 
circumdance  which  has  countenanced  this 
notion,  to  have  arifen  from  fome  accidental 
caufe,  very  commonly  met  with. 

A partner  in  life,  or  near  relation,  by  long 
watching,  and  clofe  confinement  with  the 
Tick,  naturally  contract  gloomy  ideas,  joined 
with  anxious  hopes  and  fears  for  the  welfare 
of  their  friend,  which  affecls  their  health  fo 
much,  as  often  to  require  the  abidance  of  a 
nurfe  and  do61ors  themfelves  ; on  which  ac- 
count, many  have  been  induced  to  fancy  they 
have  caught  the  difeafe  immediately  under 
their  infpection. 

In  aderting  the  Gout  is  hereditary,  univer- 
fal  report,  drengthened  by  our  fears,  has 
gained  much  credit.  Wherefore  do  we  cheridi 
an  opinion  capable  of  creating  much  anxiety, 
and  which  anfwers  no  other  end  but  to  inti- 
midate, that  we  may  become  an  eader  prey 
to  the  Gout,  will  be  difficult  to  give  a fatisfac- 

tory 
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tory  anfwer.  We  conceive  no  good  reafori 
for  acceding  to  a fuppofition,  where  many 
fubftantial  arguments  againft  it  may  be  ad- 
vanced. It  T agreed,  that  the  Gout  does  not 
always  purfue  the  regular  courfe  of  attacking 
father  and  then  the  fon,  but  often  lets  the  fon 
go  free,  and  the  grand  fon  fhall  be  the  victim  : 
this  indicates  the  chain  is  broke.  That  chil- 
dren from  aged  or  fickly  parents  are  not  fo. 
ftrong  as  when  proceeding  from  young  and 
healthy  ones,  cannot  be  difputed ; but  in  the 
cafe  relative  to  the  Gout,  the  parent  fuffers 
many  years  after  the  child  is  born,  owing  to 
his  decay  of  nature,  or  other  vifible  caufe. 
There  are  many  who  have  been  faid  to  die  of 
the  Gout,  to  whom  a fedentary  courfe  of  life, 
or  uneafinefs  of  mind,  more  properly  might 
have  been  applied  as  the  caufe,  lying  at  the 
heart,  thereby  hindering  all  the  powers  from 
moving  in  their  proper  fpheres.  It  gives  us 
pain  to  hear  perfons  alfent  to  luch  reports: 
we  are  all  undoubtedly  heirs  of  mortality : 
our  whole  lifei,  as  tending  to  decay,  may  be 
faid  to  be  one  continual  difeafe:  for  thefe 
reafons,  we  will  net  allow  of  the  Gout  being 
hereditary.  In  order  to  illuftrate  our  alfer- 
tion,  let  us  fuppofe  a man  very  much  afflicted 

with  the  Gout  has  three  fons;  the  one  he 
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brings  up  to  an  a&ive,  mechanic  bu  fine  ft,  the 
fecond  to  divinity,  and  the  third  to  the  law — 
Now,  will  all  thefe  have  the  Gout? — Or  which 
is  mo  ft  likely  to  have  it?— Temperance  and 
prudence  are  fuppofed  to  preponderate  in  each. 
We  fay,  the  mechanic  is  not  likely  to  have  it,  on 
account  of  his  active  employment:  the  divine 
has  a fair  chance  for  it,  as  his  profedion  is  not 
fo  active,  and  being  of  a lludious,  fedentary 
cad:  the  third,  who  is  bred  to  the  law,  from 
the  perplexity,  and  very  clofe  application  to 
writing  and  dudy,  his  occupation  requiring 
more  adiduity  than  that  of  the  divine,  is  a 
character  wherein  the  Gout  may  naturally  be 
looked  for:  and  it  isalmod  twenty  to  one  he 
efcapes : had  the  third  fon  been  bred  a me- 
chanic, and  the  fir  ft  to  the  law,  then,  vice  verfa , 
it  would  have  produced  the  like  circumftance. 
Now,  will  any  one  fay,  that  he  who  is  brought 
up  to  the  law,  has  it,  merely  becaufe  his  father 
bad  it? — We  trudnot.  This  accounts  why  in- 
tenfe  or  over  dudy,  in  the  intellectual  purfuit 
of  favourite  obje&s,  dands  a very  common 
occafion  of  the  Gout — a melancholy  truth, 
too  well  edablifhcd  by  the  facrifice  of  many 
a valuable  member  of  the  more  learned  part 
of  the  community,  to  be  at  this  time  called  in 
quedion.  Wholly  abforbed  in  the  contem- 
plation of  the  work  be  lore  them,  the  ftudious 
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pay  little  or  no  regard  to  diet— fit  up  late  at 
their  no&urnal  lucubrations — neglect  all  man- 
ner of  exercife— and,  by  an  unremitted  fuc- 
ceflion  of  thought,  drain  the  nerves  of  the 
brain,  till  a pain  of  the  head  is  produced,  in 
the  fame  way  as  the  nerves  of  the  eye  become 
drained,  when  looking  too  long  through  op- 
tical infcruments. 

When  the  Gout  fettles  either  in  the  hands  or 
feet , a few  general  hints , for  the  confideration 
of  the  patient , may  prove  fervic cable,  and  render 
epiflolary  correfpondence  lefs  neceffary. 

In  this  important  crihs  of  mifery,  it  will  be 
proper  to  confider,  what  date  or  appearance 
the  gouty  humour  affumes,  and  to  direct  the 
patient  to  thofe  remedies  which  reafon  points 
out,  and  experience  judides  ; neither  aduming 
too  much,  nor  betraying  a timidity  in  pre- 
scribing a regimen  which  may  prove  benefi- 
cial to  the  difeafed.  As  conditutions,  age, 
and  circumdances  vary,  fo  all  cafes  do  not 
warrant  the  ufe  of  the  like  prefcriptions. 
What  is  proper  to  apply  in  the  fird  fits  of  the 
Gout,  may  not  be  fo  in  a more  advanced  age, 
or  when  a perfon  has  had  frequent  returns  of 
the  Gout : it  will,  therefore,  remain  for  the 
patients  to  fele£t  fuch  prefcriptions,  as  either 

they. 
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they,  or  their  friends,  judge  proper  to  be 
purfued  in  fo  intereding  a point. 

It  is  evident  to  our  fenfes,  that  Nature,  who 
is  our  bed  and  friendly  admonitory  when 
ruffled,  doth  caufe  thole  commotions  to  dif- 
burden  herfelf  of  an  acrimonious  matter, 
which  has  imbibed  qualities  that  render  it 
totally  unfit  to  circulate  any  longer  with  the 
fluids,  but  is  caff  off  as  far  as  the  extremities, 
where,  being  too  thick  to  perfpire  through 
the  fk in,  it  is  confined  : each  day’s  confine- 
ment adds  fuel  to  the  inflammatory  matter, 
and  is  then  followed  with  the  molt  excruci- 
ating pain,  fwelling,  weaknefs,  lamenefs,  and 
feveral  other  melancholy  complaints,  which 
render  the  date  of  the  patient  truly  deplorable. 
Such  is  the  exquifite  fenfibility  of  the  difor- 
dered  part,  that  the  lead  touch  creates  an 
agonizing  pain ; fo  that  it  is  no  wonder  the 
fufferer  is  glad  to  catch  and  embrace  the  mod 
delufive  phantom  that  promifes  a refpite  : did 
not  experience  teach  us  how  fatal  repellent 
medicines  are,  we  diould  very  readily  ac- 
cept the  offer  of  promifed  blifs,'  and,  for  the 
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loan  of  a moment’s  eafe,  pay  back  whole  years 
intereft  of  pain  and  anguifh  ; fo  that  this  is  a 
Hep  to  be  particularly  guarded  againfi,  and 
only  luch  application  ufed  which  will  mollify 
the  oppreffed  part.  For  this  reafon  we  have 
commended  fomentations  of  warm  water  to 
the  afili£ted  hands  and  feet,  or  to  hold  them 
over  the  Hearn  of  boiling  water,  and  the  fwel- 
lings  to  be  anointed  with  fweet  oil,  laid  on 
with  a feather,  and  to  be  wrapped  up  in  fine 
linen,  ufingas  little  flannel  or  worded  as  the 
nature  of  the  confiitution  will  bear,  or  the 
weather  require  to  defend  from  the  cold  ; for 
woollen  encourages  the  heat,  and  weakens  the 
limbs.  In  this,  and  all  cafes  of  illnefs,  regard 
muH  be  paid  to  diet,  to  the  body,  to  air,*  and 

exercife. 

* The  ambient  air  is  of  fuch  a nature,  that,  although  pure 
of  itfelf,  it  is  eafily  corrupted  by  Various  obflru&ions,  which 
contaminate  this  fluid,  changing  its  prefervative  quality  to  a 
definitive  one.  This  is  experienced  in  crowded  cities,  where 
the  inhabitants  are  fenfible  of  it,  and  endeavour  to  remedy 
thefe  inconveniencies  by  a contrary  one,  viz.  a change  of  fitu- 
ation,  either  temporary,  or  a more  lading  abode.  Thus  we 
may  notice  thofe  whofe  occupation  detains  them  in  large 
towns,  where  the  air  is  confined,  have  recourfe  to  a frequent 
walk  in  the  country,  or  a rural  manfion  to  retire  to.  Here 
different  feenes,  keener  air,  fragrant  fmells,  are  the  natural 
confequence  ; by  which  means  they  are  re-animated,  a better 
appetite  is  enjoyed,  the  imagination  expanded,  and  a frefh 

flock 


Obfervations  on  the  Gout - gg 

exercife.  As  to  diet,  we  ever  efteem  it  as  an 
unerring  rule,  that  the  Jefs  trouble  you  give 
the  domicil,  on  the fe  occafions,  the  better; 
nor  do  we  mean  that  you  ihould  cull  all  the 

flip-flops 

flock  of  recruited  fpirits  acquired  ; which  enables  them  to  re- 
new their  vocations  with  vigour,  and  eafe  to  themfelves,  until 
wearinefs,  and  other  accidental  caufes,  hint  a repetition  of  the 
pleating  fcene  to  be  neceffary.  In  this  view  it  may  be  doubted, 
whether  there  is  fo  much  room  lor  cenfure  of  a celebrated 
faint  fo  often  idolized  by  the  labouring  mechanic,  as  we  fre- 
quently hear  of ; for,  through  an  attention  to  facrifice  at  his 
fhrine  on  his  feflival  day,  many  ol  the  workmen  are  enabled 
to  hold  out  much  longer  than  they  otherwife  would  do — (par- 
ticularly in  forne  manulaflories  which  are  very  inimical  to 
health) — provided  they  could  abflain  from  partaking  fo  freely 
ol  the  libations  generally  poured  out  at  their  revels  on  Saint 
Monday. 

The  neceflity  of  drawing  in  frefh  air  for  the  prefervation  of 
life,  is  illuflrated  by  the  inconvenience  foon  experienced  by 
perfons  who  are  crowded  either  in  a large  room,  or  even  in  a 
ftage  coach — a difficulty  of  breathing — which  is  fucceeded  by 
a general  coughing.  Hence  the  neceffity  of  ventilators,  or  of 
opening  the  windows.  It  would  contribute  much  to  health, 
were  the  chambermaid  conftantly  to  make  it  a rule  to  undraw 
the  curtains,  turn  down  the  beds,  and  open  the  windows  one 
or  two  hours  before  fhe  made  the  bed3,  if  the  dampnefs  of  the 
weather  does  not  raife  a fcruple  to  the  contrary.  Thofe  who 
are  fick,  or  confined  to  their  chamber,  as  they  are  hindered 
from  going  out  to  the  air,  it  is  but  reafonable  to  admit  fo 
friendly  a gueft,  who  would  render  the  apartment  more  agree- 
able to  the  infirm,  the  vifitor,  and  thofe  whofe  office  it  is  to 
attend  them.  The  admiflion  of  frelh  air  is  ealily  contrived,  fo 
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flip-flops  made  ufe  of,  but  that  the  food  fhould 
be  given  but  little  in  quantity,  not  denying 
the  patient  fomething  fuitable  to  his  former 
mode  of  living,  nor  difregarding  the  calls  of 
nature  in  thofe  things  which  he  fancies  moil; : 
for  feldom  is  that  diet  productive  of  a good 
end,  which  is  forced  on  the  patient  contrary 
to  his  inclination.  Milk  is  a food  that  is  often 
fpoken  of  as  a diet  proper  for  gouty  people  ; 
but  in  a fit  of  the  Gout,  attended  with  feverifh 
fymptoms,  it  is  improper:  milk  turned  into 
whey  with  acids,  is  more  fuitable.  Jellies 
.made  of  calves  feet,  acidated  with  lemon,  and 
fome  of  the  peel  boiled  in  it,  is  an  agreeable 
ingredient  of  diet,  when  a redundancy  of 
phlegm,  the  fure  fy  mptom  of  a weak  flomach, 
does  not  forbid.  Alfo  as  a drink,  lemon  and 
water  fhould  be  tried  on  certain  occafions : if 
it  proves  too  cold,  a little  brandy  may  be 
added.  Good  table  beer  is  far  from  being  a 

defpicable 

as  not  to  let  it  rufh  too  fudden  on  the  invalid.  Since  things, 
and  even  Phyfic,  depend  on  Falhion,  thoufands  of  lives  have 
been  faved  in  fatal  difeafes,  as  the  fmall-pox,  fevers,  &c.  fince 
a cool  regimen  has  been  adopted,  and  letting  in  frefh  air, 
fprinkling  the  rooms  with  vinegar,  See. — For  what  is  there  of 
io  much  confequence  in  preserving  liie,  as  a proper  attention 
to  air  and  cleanlinefs? — Unlefs  perfons  exert  themfelves  in 
thefe  material  points,  it  is  in  vain  to  expeft  relief  from  the 
faculty. 
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defpicable  liquor,  and  does  not  breed  wind  To 
much  as  many  imagine.  A change  of  diet  in  ge- 
neral is  necettary,  that  the  patient  be  not  cloyed: 
if  he  complains  of  being  fcv'erifh  or  coffive, 
lenient  purgatives  may  be  adminiltered ; for 
this  purpofe,  if  Glauber  falts,  foluble  tartar, 
or  cream  of  tartar,  dilfolved  in  a little  grucj, 
or  a dofe- of  tincture  of  fenna,  or  of  rhubarb, 
is  taken  over  night,  it  will  be  found  adequate 
to  the  delired  effect,  viz.  a gentle  motion  : or 
even  if  a few  French  prefer ved  plums  be  eat 
frequently,  it  anfwers  the  end : fhould  the 
patient  be  deprived  of  reff  through  pain,  one 
or  two  tea-fpoonfuls  of  the  camphorated  opium 
tin&ure  may  be  taken  at  night  in  any  liquid. 
A decoclion  of  farfaparilla  and  the  feeds  of 
fennel  to  be  drank  warm  going  to  bed  or 
occafionally  in  the  day : the  good  effects  of 
this  decoction  have  been  inftanced  by  many 
perfons  terribly  affli£ted  with  the  Gout.  Alfo, 
when  the  perfon  can  bear  it,  let  the  afflicted 
parts  be  well  rubbed  with  warm  or  cold  vine- 
gar, at  night  and  morning.  He  fhould  have 
his  fheets  changed  every  week,  and  his  linen 
every  day.  The  room  alfo  fhould  be  aired 
by  opening  the  window  or  door,  as  the  cafe 
permits.  If  the  patient  is  able,  he  fhould  walk 
about ; and,  as  foon  as  poffible,  take  a ride 
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out  in  a carriage : or,  if  the  weather  proves 
favourable,  walk  a little  on  a dry  foil,  and 
then  return  in  the;  carriage : where  it  is  con- 
venient, company  Ihould  be  entertained,  who 
would  contribute  to  drive  the  gloom  away  by 
cheerful  converfation,  and  thereby  facilitate 
the  cure.  The  neceflity  of  eafy  fhoes,  going 
to  bed  foon,  rifing  betimes,  are  doftrines  fo 
well  underflood,  that  we  need  not  inculcate 
them  here.  When  a perfon  finds  fymptoms 
of  the  Gout  approach,  known  by  a pain  in  the 
toe,  the  belt  method  he  can  take  is,  to  exer- 
cife  himfelf  by  much  walking : Ihould  it  feem 
painful,  yet  he  mull  perfift,  and  he  will  find 
reafon  to  applaud  his  refolution.  Every  one 
fhould  have  a jealous  eye  on  the  Gout  in  his 
firfl  onfet,  and  make  it  his  fludy  to  prevent 
enfuing  attacks.  To  cure  the  Gout,  cathar- 
tics, emetics,  and  diaphoretics,  when  ufed  to 
excefs,  though  much  in  ufe,are  methods  which 
we  have  always  obje£led  to,  as  unavailing,  and 
highly  prejudicial.  For  as  purgatives  firfl  acl 
on  the  greater  veflels,  the  fupply  ufually  given 
to  the  fmallerones  is  unavoidably  cut  off,  and 
nature  not  only  thereby  weakened,  but  the 
blood  is  impoveriffied  ; what  nature  too  may 
have  thrown  out  on  the  extremities,  is  drawn 
back  again,  and  falling  on  fome  part  of  the 

vifeera. 
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vifeera,  as  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  produces 
thofe  alarming  effects  which  fo  much  endanger 
the  life  of  the  patient,  fuch  as  weaknefs  through- 
out the  whole  body,  ficknefs  at  the  ftomach, 
gripings,  faintings,  nervous  complaints,  and 
a numerous  train  of  direful  and  irregular 
fymptoms.  To  perfons  affli&ed  with  the  Gout, 
a due  fhare  of  patience  cannot  be  too  ftrongly 
recommended ; for  it  is  a diforder  that  is  not 
to  be  trifled  with.  Anger,  vexation,  and 
trouble,  as  they  impair  the  fpirits,  fhould  be 
prevented  as  far  as  lies  in  our  power.*  Anger 
is  extremely  deftruftive  to  health,  by  its  vio- 
lent exertion  of  the  fecret  fprings  which  move 
our  machine  ; wherefore,  it  behoves  every 
one  to  endeavour  to  obtain  a refigned,  philo- 
fophical  difpofition,  as  to  the  events  of  this 

life, 

* Abfurd  as  it  may  feem,  aperfon  mull  be  a flranger  to  the 
nature  of  mankind,  who  has  not  obferved  how  refllefs  and  dif- 
fatisfied  we  are,  even  in  that  fituation  where  health,  inde- 
pendence, and  affluence  are  attendants  thirfting  alter  an  in- 
creafe  of  thefe  blehings  j not  that  power  of  enjoying  more  in 
ourfelves  is  expefled,  but  that  we  might  be  rated  high  in  the 
efteem  of  others,  and  be  by  them  admired.  Many  lords  of  the 
creation,  who  hold  their  domeftics  in  a fervile  view,  on  a re- 
trofpeft,  the  lord  will  be  found  to  be  the  greatell  fervant ; his 
affiduity  to  pleafe  and  provide  for  them  the  moll ; often  haraH'od 
fey  the  Gout’s  chiefeft  emiflary — Vexation, 
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life,  which  neither  prudence  can  hinder,  bra- 
very controul,  or  pulillanimity  avoid  coming 
to  pafs : this  temper  will  enable  us  to  bear 
infirmities  or  misfortunes  with  a dignity  fuit- 
able  to  thofe  ideas  which  a rational  being 
entertains,  who  looks  beyond  the  prefent  ob- 
jedf,  and  mull  greatly  alleviate  mifery  or  pain, 
and  other  inconveniencies,  that  otherwife 
might  prove  infupportable.  The  pain  attend- 
ing the  Gout  is  frequently  fuch,  as  to  drive 
the  helplefs  fufferer  into  a kind  of  phrenzy, 
and  to  lead  him,  as  it  were,  in  a fit  of  defpair, 
to  fnatch  whatever  naufeous  medicine  may  be 
held  forth  to  give  relief,  though  it  fhould 
prove  ever  fo  pernicious.  This,  however,  he 
ought  conftantly  to  be  admonifhed  againft,  ag 
the  fame  gentle,  rational,  and  alterative  means, 
recommended  to  cure  the  Scurvy,  are  the 
molt  proper  ones  to  remove  or  alleviate  the 
Gout. 

In  the  chimerical  catalogue  of  events,  drawn 
with  great  precifion  by  fcientific  writers,  as 
giving  provocation  to  the  Gout,  or  rife  to  the 
Scurvy,  there  are  many  enumerated  which 
we  fhall  omit,  as  they  afford  little  inftrudlion 
or  entertainment ; nor  is  there  any  fecurity 
infuredof  efcape,  by  a rigid  non-compliance. 

To 
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To  avoid  thefe  rocks  of  fufpicion,  we  muft 
be  new  organized  into  a different  fort  of  crea- 
tures, infenhble  to  the  charms  of  Bacchus  and 
Ceres;  tutelar  deities,  fo  pleafing  in  their  tafle 
and  manners,  that  there  cannot  be  a more 
ominous  fign,  than  when  we  begin  to  treat  with 
neglecf  thofe  cates  prepared  by  them,  on 
which  is  infcribed  at  large — D I E T.  A duh 
containing  fo  many  different  forts  of  luxuries, 
excites  our  curiofity— more  fo,  as  it  has  fur* 
nifhed  a cloak  for  cenfure  againfl  the  liberal 
partakers.  Withdraw  the  cover — view  it  in 
its  proper  light— and  with  becoming  freedom 
expatiate  on  the  deffert — a privilege  allowed 
by  Nature’s  God. 
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SECT.  III. 

TN  the  prudent  ufe  of  this  efiential  article* 
“*■  mankind  are  peculiarly  interehed : on  this 
circumftance  depends,  in  a certain  latitude, 
any  eafe  or  felicity  that  may  reafonably  be 
expected.  There  are  two  predominant  paf- 
lions,  equally  irreliflible,  implanted  in  our 
nature;  the  one  to  preferve  ourfelves,  the 
other  our  pofterity.  Each  of  thefe  has  fuch 
Itrong  incitements,  fuch  prevalent  propenfi- 
ties  to  indulge,  even  to  excefs,  in  the  charms 
of  its  objeCt,  heightened  by  pleafures  ealier 
to  be  conceived  than  expreffed,  that  nothing 
but  a decay  of  thofe  faculties,  or  an  extinction 

of 
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of  life,  can  render  us  indifferent  to  the  ecflacy 
attending  on  them:  each  has  its  allurements, 
and  fcarce  is  one  paffion  gratified,  but  the 
other  is  frequently  thought  of : fo  defirous  are 
we  to  communicate  whatever  is  found  pleafing, 
or  tends  for  the  good  of  fociety.  However 
conducive  thefe  paffions  are  to  our  entertain- 
ment, our  prefervation,  our  happinefs,  they 
muff  be  governed  by  the  tree  of  knowledge, 
fpringing  up  in  every  one,  called  reajon , other- 
wife,  a general  anarchy  enfues,  ficknefs,  with 
all  its  infirmities,  takes  place,  fucceeded  by 
untimely  death.  That  many  errors  indiscri- 
minately arife,  for  want  of  better  judgment 
relative  to  our  Diet,  is  certain : how  to  fleer 
in  an  even  courfe,  that  we  dafh  not  on  either 
fide  of  the  extreme,  is  a nice  point.  Hurried 
on  as  we  are  by  our  imagination,  our  a£live 
volatile  powers,  that  conffant  defire  of  expe- 
rimentally knowing  good  or  evil,  requires  the 
wifdom  of  a fuperior  being,  divefled  of  fuch 
wants  as  we  daily  feel,to  direft:  and  determine. 
Volumes  on  volumes  have  been  written  on 
the  fubje6l,  fome  authors  declaiming  againft 
this  food;  others,  that  fort  of  aliment  as  en- 
couraging peculiar  difeafes,  which  has  given 
rife  to  much  perplexity  : for  conflitution,  that 
varies  as  much  as  one  face  from  another,  will 

be 
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be  a bar  to  certain  invariable  rules  for  our  con- 
duct. Nature,  aflifted  by  reafon,  is  ever  ready 
to  dired  us  ; conftitutional  experience  will 
belt  determine  what  food  is  fitted  for  its  nou- 
rilhment  and  fupport.  To  this  guide  let  us 
pay  due  attention  in  the  following  obferva- 
tions. 

The  human  body,  fupported  as  it  is  in  its 
functions  by  an  equilibrium  of  afcending  and 
defcending  powers,  cannot  inceflantly  exer- 
cife  thofe  powers  as  it  does,  without  buffering, 
at  the  fame  time,  a continual  and  an  una- 
voidable walte  thereof.  This  wafte  is  mani- 
feftedto  us,  by  a fenfation  to  which  we  have 
given  the  name  of  hunger  ; it  is  this  fenfation 
that  prompts  us  to  introduce  into  our  machine 
fuch  materials  as  may  contain,  according  to 
the  conftitution  and  fabric  of  each  fpecies,  the 
particles  proper  to  fupply  the  deficiency  oc- 
calioned  by  the  aforefaid  wafte.  Hence  food, 
its  neceflity,  and  the  natural  tendency  every 
animal  has  to  imbibe  it,  becomes  apparent  to 
the  flighted  effort  of  the  underftanding.  The 
feeming  and  wonderful  fagacity  every  indi- 
vidual difcovers  in  the  choice  of  the  materials 
which  belt  fuit  its  conftitution  and  conforma- 
tion, might  here,  and  that  too  with  no  great 
impropriety,  be  elevated  with  thofe  decorating 

terms. 
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terms,  into  which  many  of  our  authors  have 
run,  of  dire6tion,  inftru&ion,  infpiration,  or 
wifdom,  implanted  by  nature  in  the  ftomach, 
but  which,  indeed,  is  nothing  more  than  the 
mere  effe£t  of  that  irrefiflible  tendency,  which 
divided  homogeneous  particles  haveof  uniting 
together.  From  which  it  is  plain,  that  there 
mull  exift  an  homogeneity  between  the  parts 
which  conftitute  the  fheep  and  the  grafs  in 
the  fields  ; and  invertedly,  there  muft  exift 
alfo  a perfeft  heterogeneity  between  that  fame 
animal  and  the  roafted  or  raw  flefh  of  an  ox, 
or  that  of  a turbot;  fince,  greedy  after  the 
one,  he  advances  towards  it,  and  thrives  upon 
it , while,  averfe  to  either  of  the  other  forts  of 
food,  his  repugnance  to  it  is  fo  ft  rang,  that 
you  might  fee  him  wafte  abfolutely  to  death, 
fhould  you  put  before  him  nothing  elfe  for  his 
fupport.* 

The  chymical  diffolution  of  that  food  in 
the  pocket  of  the  ftomach,  which  we  know 
by  the  name  of  digeftion,  produces  a refolu- 
tion  of  it  into  its  diftincl,  conflituent  parts ; 

whence 

* Led  by  fagacious  tafte,  the  ruthlefs  king 
Of  beads  on  blood  and  {laughter  only  lives  j 
The  tiger,  form  d alike  to  cruel  meals, 

Would  at  the  manger  flarve. 
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whence  the  fubtile  ones,  which  are  homoge- 
neous with  the  fabric  of  the  animal,  pafs  into 
it  as  fupplies  and  recruits,  to  repair  the  wafte 
occafioned  by  the  friction  re fulting  from  the 
exercife  of  its  powers  ; and  the  coarfe,  ufe- 
lefs,  component  parts,  which  ferved  only  to 
the  configuration  of  the  food,  are  thrown  out 
as  excrements.  The  continual  and  uninter- 
rupted exertion  of  thofe  economical  functions, 
or  actions  of  the  powers,  inceffantly  wafting, 
and  as  inceffantly  recruiting,  in  an  organical 
body,  is  what  is  underftood  by  the  word  life . 
From  this  fucceflionof  obfervations,  we  feem 
naturally  led  to  admit  of  a conviction,  namely, 
that  an  erratum  in  the  quality  or  quantity  of 
the  new  and  frefh  particles  re-introduced  into 
the  human  frame,  for  fupplying  the  deficiency 
of  the  wafted  ones,  muft  unavoidably  be  pro- 
ductive of  irregularity  and  difcordance  in  the 
movements,  functions,  and  operations  of  the 
machine ; which  difcordance,  if  not  timely 
rectified,  may  diforder  or  deftroy  it  entirely. 
Improper  aliments  always  produce  that  erra- 
tum, the  fruit  of  which  is  that  very  difcordance 
in  the  operations  of  the  engines  of  our  fabric; 
or,  in  plainer  terms,  the  difeafes  and  diforders 
to  which  the  dominion  of  man  feems  peculiarly 
lubjeCted.  The  comparative  view  of  the 
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natural  and  preferving  healthinefs  of  brutes, 
with  the  variable  date  and  ailingnefs  of  man, 
feems  to  bring  in  this  curious  and  very  in- 
terefting  quedion — What  mode  and  fort  of 
food  is  proper  for  man  to  ufe,  to  preferve  that 
freedom  of  his  faculties  in  the  fame  degree, 
as  on  obfervation  we  perceive  they  experi- 
ence ? — The  anfvver  is  loon  found,  which  mi- 
litates againd  us.  The  brute  creation,  when 
impelled  by  hunger,  fearch  for  food,  of  which 
they  partake  till  nature  cries fufficit ; then  they 
retire  to  diged  the  aliment  which  fatisfies, 
until  the  fenfationof  hunger  calls  them  forth: 
they  eat  to  preferve  life  : Man  often,  to  pleale 
the  palate,  facrifices  his  health,  by  trying  a 
thoufand  expedients  to  give  a higher  relifh  to 
his  food,  which  opens  a fluice  to  innumerable 
complaints,  but  more  particularly  the  Scurvy, 
Gout,  and  Fevers.  The  poor  in  the  country, 
by  their  manner  of  living,  which  comes  the 
neared  to  that  of  the  brutes,  is  the  reafon  why 
they  enjoy  their  health  better,  and  live  to  an 
old  age. 

To  enter  into  a microfcopical  fcrutiny  of 
every  article  of  our  Diet,  and  fhew  how  all 
our  food  may  harbour  poifonous  matter,  or 
how  it  is  adulterated,  is  reducing  us  to  a 
dreadful  dilemma,  equal  to  Damocles,  who, 

when 
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when  he  fat  at  his  meals,  had  a fword  hang 
over  his  head,  with  the  point  downwards,  fuf- 
pendcd  only  by  a hair;  or,  like  Don  Quix- 
otte’s  Sancho’s  fagacious  phyfician,  in  the 
ifland  of  which  he  was  governor,  found  fault 
with  every  difh,  and  had  it  removed,  as  pro- 
ductive of  fome  bad  quality,  thereby  endan- 
gered his  Excellency  of  being  ftarved.  For 
thefe  reafons  we  fhould  confider  our  conftitu- 
tions,  and  thofe  fpecies  of  food  which  are 
commonly  profcribed,  as  favouring  the  in- 
crease of  either  the  Scurvy  or  Gout,  which 
are  contained  under  the  following  denomina- 
tions, viz,  acids,  wine,  punch,  tea,  butter, 
high  feafoned  food,  See.  Before  we  examine 
our  evidences,  to  prove  thefe  are  inimical  to 
the  nature  of  man,  we  fhould  firfl  enquire. 
Whether  all  perfons  do  reprobate  this  fort  of 
food?— Far  from  it;  for  there  are,  perhaps, 
as  many  thoufands  with  whom  it  does  agree, 
and  is  much  efteemed.  Then,  What  is  the 
reafon,  why  thofe  ingredients,  which  take  in 
fo  great  a latitude  of  our  Diet,  are  thus  fo  ge- 
nerally prohibited,  and  that  by  the  Faculty, 
claims  a ferious  consideration.  * 

Man  is  fupported  by  one  continual  chain ; 
each  link  confills  of  a contrary  to  the  forego- 
ing; whether  we  confider  him  in  his  inlancy, 

manhood, 
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manhood,  or  old' age  ; 'whether  I e rcfides  in 
the  northern  or  fouthern  climate,  he  will  find 
that  food  which  fupports  him  at  one  time  of 
hfe,  in  one  country,  in  another  may  prove 
infipid,  and  inadequate  to  continue  his  ex- 
igence: or  in  one  age,  what  would  feem  too 
hot  and  fiery,  in  the  more  advanced  part  of 
life  will  be  found  comfortable,  and  in  fome 
rneafure  flip  ply  -the  defects  of  nature.  The 
fame  reflection  will  hold  juft  in  whatever  part 
of  the  globe  we  travel,  where  we  fhall  per- 
ceive different  fpecies,  different  manners,  dif- 
ferent viands,  different  cu horns  and  commo- 
dities, all  proclaiming  thewifdom  of  the  great 
Donor.  So  that  we  efteem  it  an  abfurd  max- 
im, to  lay  a general  prohibition  againft  any 
particular  aliment,  and  are  inclined  to  think 
from  whence  this  evil  has  fprung.  There  are 
two  adaires  made  ufe  of  in  common  with  man- 

O 

kind,  viz. — " One  man’s  meat  is  another’s 
<£  poifon  the  other — * He  that  lives  phyfi- 
“ dally,  lives  rtai'fC’faole.” — Both  equally  true  ; 

For  there  are  two  diflinCf  conflitutions  exift* 

• . , * 

ing,  very  common  to  be  met  with,  prepon- 
derating in  each  individual,  which  we  (hail 
diftinguiffi  by  the  epithets  of  a flrong  confli- 
tution,  or  a weak  one;  a hot,  or  a cold  one. 
It  is  for  want  of  this  knowledge,  relative  to 

H thefe 
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thefe  matters,  that  mankind  fall  info  repeated 
errors,  thereby  rendering  their  lives  irkfome. 
For  man  is  a machine  which  requires  a con- 
flant  fupply  ; other  wife,  this  wonderful 
movement  ceafes  to  difplay  that  vivacityand 
fuperior  talents  which  it  pofTeffes,  and  finks 
into  an  inanimated  lump  of  clay.  There  muff 
be  particular  materials  fele&ed,  which  will 
readilv  mix,  and  from  which  his  flature  is  inr 
ciea'ed,  or  his  being  lupported : there  mufi 
be  alfo  a receptacle  to  depofit  the  matter 
intended  for  his  rpurifhment;  that  matter  is 
to  undergo  various  chymical  operations,  per- 
fectly agreeing  in  the  yellel  of  digeftion  called 
the  Uomach,  which  is  the  receiver  and  firft 
dige.fh  r of  our  food.  It  may  not  be  improper 
to  remark,  that  there  are  three  digeflions  ; the 
firit  in  the  Uomach,  the  fecond  in  the  blood, 
and  the  thir  l in  the  capillary  vtflels : there 
are  like  wife  three  pmunctories  to  anlwer  them, 
namely,  by  flool,  urine,  and  fweat;  fo  that 
the  whole  aliment  is  evacuated  or  fecreted 
through  the  one  or  the  other.  It  is  alfo  ne* 
C(  (Tary  to  oblerve,  that  to  difTulye  the  fame, 
tlr.  re  Ihould  be  a certain  degree  of  heat,  not 
to  exceed  in  either  extreme,  whic;h  would  a£l 
the  lijme  on  the  humai  body  as  in  diflillation ; 

if  the  lire  be  too  i in  all,  the  fleam,  containing 

the 
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the  pure  part,  or  e Hence  of  the  liquor,  cannot 
be  brought  over;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
if  the  fire  be  too  fierce,  it  forces  over  the  in- 
gredients, and  fpoils  the  operation.  This  will 
explain  the  difference  of  confiitutions.  In 
fome  perfons,  the  food  will  lie  heavy  and 
inert,  owing  to  a debility  in  the  ftomach,  which 
c-rufes  pain  and  oppreflion.  This  accounts 
for  the  complaint  old  people  experience  in  a 
difeharge  of  phlegm, arifing  from  half-digefied 
victuals,  for  want  of  a proper  heat  and  firength 
in  the  organic  powers  of  the  ftomach,  which 
as  they  decay,  the  phlegm  increafes  in  con- 
fidence nearly  equal  to  glue : thus  the  fmall 
veftels,  wherein  lies  the  ftrength  of  man,  re- 
ceive not  their  cuftomary,  neceffary  lupply. 
In  thefe  cafes,  fomething  warm,  either'  of  a 
vinous,  fpirituous,  and  fometimes  of  a pur- 
gative nature,  fhould  be  added  to  aftift  digef- 
tion.  In  others,  whofe  confiitutions  are  over 
hot,  the  contrary  complaint  will  occur;  for 
the  aliments  being  diftblved  too  quickly,  or 
rather  torn  in  pieces,  and  the  coats  of  the 
ftomach  relaxed,  the  food,  by  fermenting  too 
haftily  by  over-heat,  is  changed  into  a four 
mafs,  which  caufes  uneafy  fenfations.  The 
ftomach,  therefore,  judging  it  improper  for 
the  nourifhment  of  the  body,  calls  it  forth 

H 2 without 
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without  draining,  frequently  with  an  acidity, 
verging  in  its  nature  towards  th.ofe  poifonous, 
corrofive  acids,  which  eat  and  deftroy,  almoff 
every  fubflance  they  come  near.  In  the  cafe 
under  our  prefent  eon  fide  ration,  we  think, 
withoutprefuraing  too  much,  we  can  explain 
the  effects  clearly,  and  account  for  all  the 
maladies  experienced,  ariling  from  this  cir- 
cumftance.  Perfons,  on  finding  their  food  to 
be  thus  trouble  fome,  are  defirous  of  coaxing  it 
by  a dram:  this  renders  the  evil  worfe  ; for 
the  ftomach,  already  relaxed,  by  the  addi- 
tional heat  of  Spirituous  liquors,  is  rendered 
ftill  more  fo.  This  is  the  realon  why  the  food 
is  ejected,  without  affording  clue  nourishment 
to  die  body,  and  gives  rife  to  that  langour  of 
which  nervous  perfons  complain  bitterly,  and 
is  the  caufe  of  head-aches,  and  other  hypo- 
chondriac Symptoms,  deemed  by  fome  wind; 
therefore,  perfons,  who  are  Subject  to  this 
tendency,  will  find  butter,  loups,  boiled 
meats,  much  drink,  elpecially  warm,  alfo 
punch,  or  Spirituous  liquor,  are  diets  not  fo 
proper  for  them;  whilit,  on  the  contrary,  ab- 
stinence, Salted,  Smoked,  roalted  victuals,  with 
little  drink,  and  that  cold,  tobrace  and  llrength- 
en  the  ftomach,  will  be  found  applicable  for 
their  nourishment,  and  agree  with  them,  who 

in 
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in  general  are  in  better  health  in  winter,  than 
in  fummer.  On  the  contrary,  thofe  of  a Itrong 
conftitution,  whole  flomach  is  cold,  may  eat 
butter,  fat  meats,  broths;  and  drink  wine, 
punch,  &c.  becaufe  they  relax,  and  are  friendly 
to  their  habit  of  body.  Thole  perfons  who 
have  a ftrong  conllitution,  and  as  good  a di* 
gellion,  not  meeting  with  any  impediments  in 
the  lirft  palfages,  are  apt  to  over  indulge  them- 
felves  : thereby  they  force  a greater  quantity 
of  crude  matter,  than  the  fecon'd  digestion  in 
the  blood  can  manage  to  any  good  effe£l ; fo 
that  patients  of  this  kind,  by  fo  doing,  have 
little  or  no  advantage  over  others,  whole  11  o’ 
machs  are  more  delicately  made,  and  feera  to 
be  on  their  guard  not  to  admit  all  that  a vicious' 
palate  would  fwallow.  Thefe  lalt  are  lubje6f 
to  the  Gout  in  the  ftomach,  and  other  nervous 
complaints : the  others,  of  a ftrong  tempera- 
ment, are  more  fubje£t  to  the  Gout  in  the  feet; 
both  conllitutions  are  liable  to  the  Scurvy, 
without  an  exception. 

1 he  unealinefs  frequently  ariling  from  our 
food,  makes  us  defirous  of  difcovering  what 
ever  impropriety  we  labour  under,  either  in 
the  preparing,  or  diRributing  of  it.  Intem- 
perance of  every  kind  is  hurtful.  It  is  well 
known,  the  body  can  difperifb  with  but  a 

H 3 certain 
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certain  quantity  of  aliment,  to  keep  up  the 
necelfary  equilibrium  of  the  body;  a fupply 
then  becomes  necdTary,at  Hated  times, adapted 
to  each  perfon’s  feelings.  The  queftion  then 
arifes — Do  we  not  exceed  in  the  number  of 
our  meals? — It  is  recorded,  that  the  Romans 
made  but  one  meal  in  twenty-four  hours,  and 
that  at  night.  Let  the  Italian  change  his  cli- 
mate for  a northern  one,  and  then  judge  if 
one  will  be  fufihcient.  We  do  not  fay  four 
meals  a day  are  neceffary,  as  is  cuftomary. 
Cullom  is  a tyrant,  which  hath  enflaved  us 
in  many  things  contrary  to  our  reaofn  and 
experience;  for  cullom  has  eftablifhed  noon 
as  the  proper  time  for  the  chief  meal;  where- 
as, in  feveral  refpe£ls,  night  may  be  more 
fuitable.  The  reafon  forgiving  the  preference 
to  night  is,  that  the  flomach  fhould  be  at  work 
while  the  other  parts  feemingly  lie  dormant: 
the  natural  propenfity  to  reft  feems  to  indicate 
as  much  ; a rule  which  is  conftantly  obferved 
by  other  animals  in  the  field.  It  has  alfo  been 
quoted,  how  many  eminent,  ingenious  men 
have  been  able  to  difcourfe  wifely  on  intricate 
fubjects  before  dinner;  after,  fcarcely  compre- 
hend what  they  had  explained  before.  The 
French,  and  thofe  who  inhabit  the  Weft  In- 
dies, make  their  principal  meal  at  night.  The 

merchants 
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rtterchants  in  London  and  in  Dublin  aft  pru- 
dently, in  protrafting  the  hour  for  dinner. 


either  the  doctor  or  counfellor,  in  any  matter 
that  materially  concerns  him,  will  do  well  to 
chufe  the  morning:  for  meat  has  the  fame 
effect  as  drink ; the  Itomacli  being  over  prefled 
hinders  the  free  circulation  of  the  blood,  and 
forces  it  into  the  face,  and  othe  r extremities 
of  the  body,  and  occafions  the  lifelefs  motion, 
or  a flufhing  of  the  face,  obferved  after  meals  ; 
alfothe  fumes  afeending  into  the  head,  cloud 
the  faculties,  the  fame  as  ftrong  wines,  &c. 
which  ftupify.  How  far  night  would  prove 
the  bed  time  for  individuals  to  regale  them- 
felves,  and  leave  offdinners,  experience  may 
determine;  perfons  who  have  weak  ftomachs 
fhould  particularly  make  their  chief  meal  at 
night,  eating  but  little  in  the  day:  for  much 
motion  in  the  day  time,  after  dinner,  diflurbs 
the  food;  fo  as  to  caufe  fuch  uneafinefs  that 
they  cannot  refl,  until  it  is  thrown  off  the 
domach.  Allowance,  in  all  cafes,  fhould  be 
made  forconllitutions,  climates,  emergencies, 
— Therefore  people  Jhould  be  cautious  in  re- 
commending certain  diets  or  remedies  to  others , 
on  the  foie  ground  that  they  thcinjelves  have  re - 


until  the  important  buflnefs  of  'he  day  is  dif- 
patched.  Any  one  who  wifhes  to  corifult 


caved, 
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ceiyed  great  benefit  from  the  fie  modes;  for  they 
may  fail  with  others , although  they  have  fiucc ceded 
with  them,  and  that  by  the  jole  reajon  of  the 
difference  of  age,  conjlitution , or  circumjlance. 


W I jV  E CONSIDERED. 

t 

AS  the  very  name  of  Wine  conveys  fome- 
thing  pleafing  to  our  ideas,  it  is  with  reluc- 
tance we  enter  into  a difeuffion  of  the  evil 
effecis  laid  to  its  charge,  as  producing  the 
Gout.  How  a liquor  held  in  fo  great  efleem, 
can  be  capable  of  fuchi  a vice,  let  us  examine. 
In  the  praife  of  Wine,  hiltory,  both  facred  and 
profane,  in  all  ages,  has  been  la  villi  in  its 
commendation.  A convivial  fealt  would  feem 
gloomy  and  inflpid,  unlefs  graced  with  the 
fparkling  goblet.  Such  are  its  potent  charms, 
it  bani flies  care,  and  bids  the  defpairing 
wretch  be  happy.  At  other  times,  it  is  poured 
out  in  libations  to  cement  the  bands  of  friend- 
fliip.  If  it  can  be  proved,  that,  inllead  of 
being  a folacer  to  man,  it  has  only  affirmed 
the  cordial  made,  in  order  the  better  to  prac- 

tife 
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tife  the  iniquitous  treachery  of  dcflroying  him, 
man  Ihould  not  only  ceafe  his  care  to  cultivate 
it,  but  tear  it  up  by  the  roots  with  indigna? 
tion. 

Judges,  in  all  cafes,  would  do  well  to  re-? 
member  that  excellent  motto  which  graces  the 
Chamber  in  the  city  of  London,  Audi  alteram 
partem.  We  are  too  apt  to  imbibe  unfavour- 
able motions  from  prefent  effects,  without 
tracing  the  caufe,  and  ever  after  retain  a pre* 
judice  again (l  the  ingredient  we  fufpeft  as  the 
author  of  our  ficknefs,  or  that  of  others,  thereby 
living  in  conftant  fear:  for  this  reafon,  we 
treat  on  Diet  different  in  fome  refpects  from 
other  medical  writers,  only  examining  fuf- 
, peeled  aliments,  which  are  good  of  themfelves, 
but  through  abufe,  or  deleft  in  our  conflitu- 
tion,  or  of  judgment,  render  them  improper 
for  a feafon : on  this  circumflance  they  are 
often  laid  alide  totally  ; and  evils  are  attri- 
buted  to  them,  not  in  their  power  to  bring 
about  fingly.  By  a proper  and  watchful  at- 
tention to  the  effects  our  aliments  produce  in 
us,  we  might  fave  ourfelves  a great  many  dif- 
orders,  to  which,  for  want  of  it,  we  become 
a prey.  For  this  is  the  reafon  why  we  find 
i fome  people,  who  fhall  be  fond  of  lemons, 
oranges,  currants,  gQofeberries,  vinegar,  punch, 

lemonade. 


122  Observations  on  Diet. 

lemonade,  &c.  while  others  will  dread  nothing 
fomuch.  It  is  fcarce  podible  to  find  any  ar- 
ticle of  our  food,  but  at  one  time  or  another 
it  has  been  found  inconvenient,  and  greatly 
complained  of. — Here  Wine  is  by  many  per- 
fons  particularly  obje&ed  to,  by  reafon  of  its 
acidity,  thereby  encouraging  a nervous  difpo- 
lition,  or  the  Gout. 

That  Providence  has  fupplied  every  coun- 
try with  its  proper  aliment,  on  which  were 
the  inhabitants  to  confine  themfelves  to  the 
ufe  only,  perhaps  life  might  be  continued 
longer.  In  this  extenfive,  delightful  garden 
of  Eden,  flocked  with  a profufe  variety  of 
eatables,  we  naturally  wifh  to  tafle  and  par- 
take of  all  that  is  found  pleafing  to  the  fight, 
and  agreeable  to  the  palate  : in  this  wifh  cen- 
tres the  main  fpring  of  our  trade  and  com- 
merce : for  this  purpofe  the  bufy  tribes  are 
pafling  backwards  and  forwards,  eroding  de- 
ferts  and  feas,  mutually  changing  the  produ£l 
of  their  country  : amongfl  the  red.  Wine,  as 
it  contributes  to  trade,  to  entertainment,  to 
medicinal  ufes,  employs  the  notice  of  man  in 
an  eminent  degree.  How  Wine  comes  to  be 
cenfured,  on  account  of  its  acidity,  is  eafily 
demonflrated  from  a fimilar  caufe  which  has 
raifed  the  chief  obje&ion  againft  all  thofe  arti- 
cles 
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cles  of  oar  food,  viz.  a weak  indifpofition  of 
ilomach,  relaxed  by  heat ; for  as  to  its  acid 
qualities,  they  are  its  greateff  ornament,  and 
beft  commendation : for  what  is  fruit  without 
it?— Or  where  is  the  Wine  found  defective  of 
this  chara&eriftic? — Not  in  thofe  Wines  which 
affix  me  the  cloak  of  fweetnefs  to  the  tafle; 
they  are,  in  their  digeftion,  of  a tenfold  more 
acid  nature,  and  lefs  friendly  to  mankind,  as 
they  quickly  pall  the  ftomach,  and  bring  on 
a loathing ; whilff  the  others,  when  in  their 
proper  ftate,  refrefh  and  enliven  the  faculties, 
if  taken  in  moderation ; when  abufed,  like 
other  bleffings,  leave  a (ting  in  the  facrilegious 
hand  which  pours  it  out  in  wantonnefs.  Wine 
has  not  been  upbraided  merely  on  its  acidity, 
becaufe  that  is  found  agreeable  to  many  per- 
fons ; but,  regardlefs  of  conftitution,  it  often 
proves  to  be  prejudicial,  not  only  favouring 
the  Gout,  but  other  pains  in  the  body,  not 
arifing  from  Wine,  merely  as  Wine,  but  from 
the  adulteration  and  poifonous  ingredients, 
fuch  as  arfenic,  litharge,  lead,*  allum,  floe- 

juice, 

* In  order  to  difeover  if  lead  is  diflolved  in  Wine,  Dr» 
Watson,  in  his  Third  Volume  of  Chymiftry,  gives  the  fol- 
lowing direftions,  page  371 : Let  an  ounce  of  quicklime,  and 
halt  an  ounce  of  flour  of  brimftone  boil  together  in  a pint  of 

water ; 
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juice,  and  a greater  quantity  of  fpirits  of  wine 
than  it  requires,  made  ufe  of  with  an  intent  to 
impofe  a fpurious  fort,  or  to  fine  or  correct  it: 
for  this  reafdn  (and  a good  one  it  is)  mu  it  be 
allowed,  that  phyficians,  and  others,  have 
cenfured  and  charged  the  vintners,  and  thofe 
concerned  in  the  foreign  and  home  trade,  as 
injuring  the  health  of  their  fellow-creatures. 
It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  this  aflertion  re- 
mains undecided,  each  party  being  engaged, 
either  in  denying  or  infilling  on  the  fact.  The 
properties  of  arfenic  are  well  known  : lead, 
taken  internally,  Hands  confefiedly  a ftrong 
poifon,  and  has  been  proved  to  demonflra- 
tion,  as  being  the  caufe  of  the  Devonfhire 
cholic,  owing  to  cyder  Handing  in  leaden 
vats,  or  in  earthen  pitchers  glazed  with  lead  : 
a great  quantity  of  the  lead  ore  is  ufed  for  this 
purpofe  of  glazing  pans,  at  the  potters  in 
Barnfiaple,  Devonlhire.  The  acid  corrodes 
and  takes  up  a part  of  the  leaden  particles, 

which 

water  j and  when  the  liquor,  (which  will  he  of  a yellow  colour) 
is  cold,  let  it  be  pouted  into  a bottle,  and  corked  up  lor  ufe. 
A few  drops  of  this  liquor,  being  let  fall  into  a glafs  of  wine  or 
cyder  containing  lead,  will  change  the  whole  into  a colour  more 
or  lefs  brown,  according  to  the  quantity  of  lead  which  they 
contain.  II  the  wine  be  wholly  Iree  from  lead,  it  will  be  ren- 
dered turbid  by  the  liquor;  but  the  colour  wilibc  rather  a dirty 
■xbitc,  than  a blackilh  blown. 
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which  caufe  thofe  pains  in  the  bowels.*  How 
cautious,  then,  every  one  fhould  be,  who  are 
concerned  in  the  culinary  method  of  preparing, 
pickles  and  pielcrves,  wherein  vinegar  or  other 
acids  are  uled.  ^ th  .t  they  fhould  well  examine 
their  pots,  jars,  and  their  faucepans  made  of 
copper,  or  lined  with  tin. 

That  there  is  a difference  in  flavour*  and 
iin  effects  of  the  lame  denominated  Wine,  in- 
dependent of  conlfitutions.  we  believe  no  one 
will  contradict.  After  drinking  Wine  though- 
in  a moderate  fenfe  of  the  word,  if  we  ex- 
perience cramping  pains  fhooting  acrofs  the 
hands  and  feet,  attended  with  paralytic  weak- 

nefs, 

* When  acids  corrode  a pan,  it  is  foon  known  by  a white 
fry:  flicking  to  the  Tides. 

§ It  has  been  frequently  obferved  in  fummer  time,  perfons 
have  been  unaccountably  attacked  with  drcadlul  cholics  : the 
caufe  has  been  attributed  to  the  free  ufe  of  cucumbers,  even  by 
the  Faculty.  But  I will  inform  you  the  caufe — a caule  which- 
even  requires  the  interpofition  of  the  legiflature — a caufe  not 
eve-n  fufpefled  by  the  innocent  perpetrator.  Have  you  not 
obferved  the  frequent  cuflom  at  the  oil  Ihops,  meafuring  out 
the  vinegar  in  pewter  meafure  ? — Which  the  acid  fnon  ope- 
i rates  on ; a!fo  Tome  vinegar  is  left  in  the  pot,  or  fet  to  catch 
the  droppings,  which  il  ufed  by  any  perfon  mult  occafion  thofa 
alarming  pains  in  the  bowels.  An  eafy  method  to  prevent  the 
misfortune  in  Tome  degree  is,  to  fade  your  vinegar,  obferve  it 
is  acid  ; for  the  lead  takes  ofT  the  acid,  rendering  the  vinegar 
of  a fweetifh  tafle : there  lays  your  danger. 
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nefs,  have  we  not  then  reafon  to  fufpcft  the 
genuinenefs  of  the  Wine  ? The  thoughts  of 
unfair  mixtures  are  too  deeply  rivetted  in  our 
minds  to  be  eafily  erafed.  That  Wine  in  its 
native  foil  is  hard  to  be  procured  genuine,  has 
been  an  obfervation  of  many  intelligent  tra- 
vellers. Hiftory  abounds  with  complaints  of 
this  nature,  and  of  the  tricks  made  ufe  of  to 
impofe  on  mankind.  Nor  have  there  been 
wanting  penal  laws  in  this  country,  which 
have  been  inflicted  with  rigour,  to  deter  others 
from  fuch  illicit  practices,  fo  dangerous  to  the 
commonwealth.* 

There  are  other  material  queftions  to  be 
confidered,  viz.  how  far  Wine,  as  it  is  con- 
veyed to  us  in  its  ufual  Hate,  is  adapted  and 
agreeable  to  our  nature? — Whether  it  does 
not  contain  particles  foreign  to  the  human 
oeconomy,  which  cannot  be  affimilated  to  the 
texture  of  our  bodies,  or  form  a fluid  of  proper 
temperament  for  the  prefervation  of  life?  All 

' Wines 

* In  the  year  1427,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  John 
Ra  inwell,  Mayor  of  London,  caufed  one  hundred  and  fifty 
butts  of  fweet  adulterated  Wine  to  be  ftaved,  and  thrown  down 
the  ftreets;  fo  that  the  liquor  running  forth,  paffed  through  the 
city  like  a ftream  of  rain  water,  in  the  fight  of  all  the  people, 
from  whence  there  ifiued  a mofl  loathfome  fmell. 

S tow’s  Survey  of  London,  p.  edit. 
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Wines  abound  with  a tartarous  fpirit,  cither 
natural  or  acquired.  We  are  fenfible,  how 
ealily  the  fmall  addition  of  heat,  added  to  our 
natmal  warmth,  increafes  to  burning  heats, 
known  by  the  appellation  of  fevers:  Wine 
being  ol  a fpirituous  quality,  in  difeafes  that 
are  inflammatory,  the  acrimonious  humours 
are  increafed  by  drinking  thefe  liquors  ; and 
fo  far  they  may  be  faid  to  be  fuel  for  the 
Gout.  It  has  been  noticed,  that  many  per* 
Ions  who  have  been  free  in  the  ufe  of  Wine, 
have  fuffered  with  the  Gout;  but,  on  leaving 
thofe  liquors  off,  have  gradually  recovered 
their  health.  The  French,  who  are  not  in* 
fenfible  to  the  native  charms  of  their  own 
Wine,  feldom  or  ever  drink  it  without  adding 
'<  water : alfo  a cuflom  which  prevails  here,  of 
drinking  it  after  the  cloth  is  removed,  is  not 
praclifed  there  : when  the  deflert  makes  its 
appearance.  Wine  is  banifhed.  The  Dutch, 
whilft  beer  was  their  chief  drink,  were  flran- 
igers  to  the  Gout:  when  Wines  were  intro- 
duced to  their  tables,  they  were  no  longer 
exempted  from  that  cruel  malady  :*  for  this 
reafon,  drinking  wine  intemperately,  or  living 
in  the  conftant  ufe  of  it,  are  to  be  carefully 

avoided 
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avoided  by  thofe  who  would  not  provoke  fuch 
bitter  enemies  to  their  health,  while  malt  li- 
quor's are  found  not  to  have  that  tendency  in 
bringing  us  under  fuch  misfoftunes.*  From 
fhis  curfdry  review,  we  do  not  with  to  raife 
imaginary  ills,  or  to  deter  any  one  from  ac- 
centing the  friendly  affi  (lance  of  this  necta- 
reous  draught,  when  nature  pleads  an  advo- 
cate for  compliance,  and  reafon  does  not  tor- 
bid  : at  the  fame  time,  they  Ihould  be  careful 
not  to  give  way  to  the  preffing  and  ill-judged 
importunities  o(  friends,  to  drink  more  than  is 
agreeable,  d his  lall  caution  (you  may  reply) 
k almoft  needlefs.— Cruel  necelfity  of  the 
times  has  fcarce  left  the  Britons  power  to  gra- 
tify their  generous  wi(h§ — *e  A bottle  and  a. 
“■friend.”  ** 

% Wine  depofits  a fediment  on  the  tides  and  bottoms  of  the? 
calks,  of  a hard,  tartarous,  ftony  fubftance;  whillt  the  fediment. 
o’oferved  in  beer  veffels,  is  of  a clayith,  faponace'ous  nature. 

Alludiflg-'to  a tax  on  Wine,  and  the  late  Ameiican  w«r,. 

&c. 


OS 
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ON  A LIQUOR  CALLED  PUNCH. 

THIS  Favourite  fubftitute  For  Wine,  in 
our  country,  is  particularly  objected  to  by 
perFons  fubjeft  to  the  Gout,  as  having  an  im- 
mediate tendency  to  produce  it,  by  reason  of 
the  acid  made  ufe  oF  in  the  compoliiion,  whe- 
ther it  be  oF  the  lime,  the  orange,  or  the 
lemon.  There  is  Fomething  agreeable  in  each 
of  the  ingredients,  which  catches  our  atten- 
tion,  and  imprefles  a favourable  idea  on  our 
minds  : this  may  be  owing  to  a circumilance, 
that  we  are  all  well  acquainted  with  each  article 
in  the  mixture,  and  have  no  occafion  to  dread 
either  lead  or  arfenic,  as  beintj  ufed  in  this 
liquor  to  give  it  additional  flavour,  or  to  fine 
it.  Had  the  objection  been  made  fingly  agamfl 
punch,  by  perfons  with  a weak  conflitution 
fubject  to  the  Gout,  they  had  been  juflified  ; 
but  when  man’s  partiality  fhall  carry  him  Fo 
far,  as  to  condemn  one  ingredient  only,  name- 
ly, the  lemon/  and  fiigmatize  that  Fruit  as 

I being 

* The  word  Lemon  flands  throughout  this  EITay,  as  in- 
cluding the  add  of  the  lime  and  orange. 
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being  the  author  of  thofe  ills  he  experiences, 
^merely  as  being  an  acid,  without  enquiring 
farther,  it  is  committing  an  aft  of  injustice  to 
him  (elf,  and  of  ingratitude  to  the  planter  of 
the  fruit.  In  this  inftance,  we  may  learn  how 
little  is  to  be  truhed  to  fuperficial  evidence, 
and  the  neccffity  of  enquiring  on  what  bafis 
fuch  and  fuch  food  has  been  prohibited.  In 
no  cafe  can  we  produce  the  like  egregious 
miflaken  notion,  as  in  the  prefent  under  our 
confideration,  of  confounding,  without  dif- 
tinftion,  all  forts  of  acids,  whether  natural 
ones,  mineral,  or  combined  by  art;  forgetting 
there  are  two  forts  of  acids  ; the  one,  which 
is  nearly  allied  to  mineral  ones,  readily  opens 
a door  for  difeafe  and  death  ; the  other,  whofe 
friendly  tendency  is  to  correct  our  fickly 
frame,  and  to  preferve  life.  The  firlt  we 
breed  ourfelves,  as  has  been  already  noticed, 
and  is  that  acid  we  throw  off  from  our  weak 
ftomach:  this  matter,  being  of  a peculiar  cor- 
rofive  acid,  is  the  caufe  of  much  pain  and 
trouble;  fo  that  it  is  natural  for  us  to  dread 
every  thing  whofe  predominant  quality  is  an 
acid  talle  ;*  therefore  lemon , Heaven’s  belt 
gift,  faired  fruit,  is  condemned  without  fo 

much 

* A certain  degree  of  acid  is  neceflary,  to  complete  the  di- 
geftion  of  the  food  in  the  ftomach. 
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niuch  as  a hearing.  Could  we  but  give  our- 
felves  a moment’s  reflection,  we  fhould  blufh 
at  the  thought,  and  could  not  be  infen Able  of 
the  beneflt  thefe  acids  are  in  the  fupport  they 
adminifler  to  man,  to  combat  the  heat  of  cer- 
tain countries,  in  which  Providence  has  dif- 
played  a father’s  care  in  furnifhing  them  fo 
plentifully,  as  fpontaneoufly  to  reach  forth 
their  branches,  by  their  beauty  and  fragrance 
invite  him  to  partake,  and  bid  him  live; 
otherwife,  both  heat  and  climate,  as  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  would  confpire  together  to  bring 
•the  inhabitants  to  the  grave,  with  ha-fly  alka- 
lizated  (brides,  if  not  oppofed  by  acids,  fuch 
as  are  found  in  the  vegetable  creation.  In 
long  voyages,  where  the  Scurvy  reigns  trium- 
phant, threatening  diffolution  every  moment 
to  thofe  aboard,  no  fooner  is  the  found  pro- 
claimed on  board  of  (hip,  of  their  being  near 
a coaft  where  thefe  fruits  grow,  but  joy  fpar- 
kles  in  the  deje&ed  mariner’s  eye,  who  knows, 
if  he  can  but  reach  the  fhore,  thefe  acids  freely 
eaten  will  reftore  his  pappy,  putrefied  limbs 
to  a found  (fate.  We  would  beg  leave  to  afk, 
What  fruit  can  rival  the  lemon,  in  proving  fo 
great  a ftrengthener  of  the  body  ? — Or  what 
fruit  is  fo  often  called  to  aftift,  to  counterbar 
lance  and  drive  away  a fever? — In  what  fluid 

I 2 will 
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will  you  find  the  pleafing  refrefhing  draught, 
equal  to  that  compofed  of  the  juice  of  lemon, 
and  fpring  water?— When  was  this  drink 
known  to  have  fet  your  teeth  on  edge  ? When 
could  it  be  proved,  that  lemon  caufed  griping 
pain  to  the  flomach  or  bowels? — When  had 
you  reafon  to  curfe  it,  as  producing  any  of 
thofe  dreadful  acid  eruftations  ? — To  cure 
which,  what  remedy  is  there  equal  to  lemon, 
joined  with  fait  of  tartar,  as  in  the  faline 
draught,  whether  the  complaint  proceeds 
from  eating  too  much  fruit,  or  an  over-night’s 
indulgence  at  the  bottle?  Let  thofe  w'ho  are 
troubled  with  a foetid  breath  ufe  lemons  in 
their  drink  as  a corre&or.  Lemons,  as  if 
confcious  of  their  own  fuperior  virtue,  fcorn 
to  mix  on  friendly  terms  with  other  bafe 
acids,  fuch  as  fugar.  Thefe  are  remarks  de- 
duced from  experience : we  mud  confefs, 
they  carry  flrong  evidence  in  favour  of  the 
lemon  : the  quellion  naturally  arifes,  What  is 
the  reafon  then,  that  Punch  is  fo  often  com- 
plained of,  from  the  ufe  of  which  many  per- 
fons  fuffer,  who  are  not  particularly  fubjecl 
to  the  Gout? — The  fugar . The  fact  is,  all 
the  bad  qualities  which  have  been  attributed 
to  the  lemon  lie  in  the  fugar.  Sugar,  of  it- 
felf,  is  of  an  acid,  corrofive,  flimy  nature, 
i ;w  though 
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though  cloaked  under  its  fweetnefs,  and  being 
oFa  fmooth,  pleafing  tafle,  made  familiar  to  our 
infancy,  it  remains  unfufpetffed,  at  the  fame 
time  that  it  affords  more  juft  reafon  for  cen- 
fure,  than  any  other  article  of  our  food  fo  often 
complained  of  * Perfons  who  have  totally 
laid  it  alide,  have  enjoyed  a better  ftate  of 
health  : for  the  truth  of  this  ahertion,  we  ap- 
peal to  numbers  who  have  feverely  fuffered 
under  this  millake,  until  the  error  was  pointed 
out. 

To  illuflrate  this  important  point,  fo  effen- 
tial  to  the  health  of  man,  we  fhall  beg  leave 
to  remark  the  following  fa£ls,  which  may  come 
under  every  one’s  fenfes  to  determine.  A 
draught  compofed  of  lemon  and  water  only, 
is  a reviving,  wholefome  draught,  fitting  light- 
ly on  the  ftomach,  and  agreeing  with  it  in 
general : add  fugar  to  it,  and  it  becomes  the 
reverfe,  being  changed  to  a fickly  one  : and 
the  acid  feems  of  a corrofive  nature,  particu- 
larly hurtful  to  weak  ftomachs  : on  trial,  every 
one  will  find  a material  difference.  The  fame 
occafion  for  obfervation,  though  in  a ftronger 

I 3 degree, 

* Were  infants  to  have  lefs  or  no  fugar  in  their  vi&uals,  the 
food  would  agree  better  with  their  ftomachs,  and  they  would 
be  lefs  fubjeft  to  the  griping  pain  of  the  bowels,  which  fre- 
quently occafions  their  death. 
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degree,  is  to’ be  met  with  in  Punch,  which 
plainly  difeovers  a different  acid,  fimilar  to 
that  found  in  minerals;  in  weak  conftitutions, 
we  do  not  know  a greater  caufe  for  complaint 
than  this  liquor,  rendered  worfe  by  drinking 
it  warm;  a circumftance  that  perfons  of  a 
weakconflitution  fhould  be  careful  not  to  con- 
tinue; for  cold  drink  flrengthens  mofl,  whe- 
ther it  be  fpring  mineral  waters,  beer,  or  the 
more  rich  viands  they  makeufe  of.  On  look- 
ing over  the  ingredients  ufed  in  Punch  fepa- 
rate,  we  could  not  imagine  fo  definitive  an 
acid  fhould  be  compofed,  which  is  not  to  be 
met  with  in  either  of  the  articles  fingly — very 
true ; let  any  perfon  examine  the  materials, 
one  by  one,  from  which  aqua  fortis  is  made, 
viz.  green  vitriol  and  nitre,  could  it  be  fup- 
pofed  that  fuch  a deadly  poifon  could  be 
drawn  from  the  retort,  as  even  the  vapour  to 
be  fo  noxious  as  to  kill,  did  not  every  day’s 
operation  confirm  it? 

To  elucidate  how  fubltances,  good  of  them- 
felves,  and  proper  for  ufe,  may,  by  a mix- 
ture, be  produdlive  of  ill  confequences,  is 
amply  fhewn  in  two  valuable  metals,  hlver 
and  lead,  View  them  in  the  mine — there  we 
find  how  clofely  the  lead  has  wrapped  her 
garment  round  the  lilver,  fecreting  it  from 
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the  eye  of  the  hafty  pafTcnger,  that  would  pil- 
lage her  of  her  charms.  Here  the  lilver,  fed 
as  it  were  by  lead,1*  lies  in  oblcurity,  until 
the  midwife  (the  fmelter)  brings  it  forth  in 
radiant  brightnefs,  darting  its  beams  to  the 
admirers  all  around  ; thus  clad  in  virgin  array, 
flie  defpifes  her  nurfe,  and  even  thinks  her- 
felf  polluted  by  the  lead  familiarity  or  connec- 
tion with  lead,  taking  every  opportunity  to 
fhew  it  in  finking  colours.  Is  proof  required? 
— Suppofe  then,  by  chance  or  negligence,  the 
hundred  and  twentieth  part  of  lead  fhould  be 
left  in  a pound  weight  of  fieri i ng  filver,  what 
is  the  confequence  ? The  artificer,  looking 
into  his  furnace,  to  fee  if  his  metal  has  im- 
bibed a proper  heat,  difcovers  a wrangling  in 
the  crucible,  termed  an  ebullition — futficient 
warning  to  the  fkilful  artift  to  expe£t  further 
trouble  ; nor  is  he  at  a lofs  to  decide  on  the 
caufe  : not  knowing  the  exacl  quantity,  or  in 
hopes  the  filver  may  take  no  further  notice  of 
the  affront,  he  proceeds  to  pour  it  off,  either 
into  a fkillet,  to  be  flatted  for  plates  or  dilhes, 
&c.  or  into  an  ingot,  to  forge  out  for  wire  or 

fpoons, 

* Lead  fhould  be  freed  from  filver,  before  it  is  fit  for  the 
plumber  s ufe ; but  is  feldom  done  with  that  nicety,  but  a few 
minute  particles  ol  filver  may  be  extracted. 

u 
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fpoons,  or  into  a mould  for  caff  work.  The 
filver  remains  inflexible,  and  is  determined 
t > (hew  its  averfion  in  every  one  of  thefe 
ways.  The  fkillet  of  filver  is  flatted,  on 
annealing  it,  bliflers  and  flaws  arife  on  the 
furface:  thefe  fometimes  efcape  notice,  until 
the  piece  of  plate  is  nearly  finifhed ; when  the 
endeavour  to  erafe  a flaw,  hazards  the  beauty, 
or  the  defirudlion  of  the  whole.  In  the  fe- 
cond  infiance,  the  ingot  refufes  its  ufual 
uniform  expan flon  of  the  hammer,  and  breaks 
in  feveral  pieces.  The  caft  work,  if  of  that 
fort  which  requires  pliability,  breaks  off  fhort, 
to  the  vexation  of  the  manufacturer,  who  is 
often  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  difagreeable, 
expenflve  methods,  to  feparate  this  union. 
We  (hall  not  dojuftice  to  the  lead,  if  we  do 
not  observe,  that  to  correct  the  ingratitude  of 
the  filver,  fhe  never  fails  of  {hewing  her  re- 
fentment,  when  chance  fhall  drop  an  unper- 
ceived grain  of  lead  on  filver  plate,  when 
made  red  hot,  by  eating  a hole  through  in  an 
inflant.  The  refiners  of  gold  and  filver  took 
the  advantage  of  thefe  difputes,  and  lead  is 
ufed  as  a fcourge  to  purify  filver  from  any 
bafe  metals,  which  filver,  in  her  walks  abroad, 
might  have  contradled. 


As 
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As  a further  evidential  proof  that  fugar  is 
the  caufe  of  this  evil,  we  would  beg  leave  to 
afk  thofe  who  object  to  punch,  whether  they 
do  not  find  an  averfion  to  fweet-meats,  con- 
fe£tionary  ware,  and  even  to  jellies,  pies,  and 
tarts,  when  over-fweetened  ? That  fugar 
has  been  fufpe&ed  of  qualities  unfriendly  to 
our  conflitution,  may  be  deduced  from  an 
obfervation  left  on  record,  above  a century 
ago,  by  Dr.  Willis.*  Another  circumflance 
is  no  Iefs  true  than  extraordinary  : the  grocers, 
who  handle  the  fugars,  are  fubjedt  to  a com- 
plaint, called  by  them  the  grocer’s  itch,  which 
equals  in  malignancy  any  leprous  complaint 

we 

* I fo  much  difapprove  of  things  preferved,  or  very  much 
feafoned  with  fugar,  that  I judge  the  invention  of  it,  and  its 
immoderate  ufe,  to  have  very  much  contributed  to  the  vad 
increafe  of  the  Scurvy  in  this  late  age  ; for  that  concrete  con- 
fills  of  a very  fharp  and  corroftve  fait,  though  mitigated  with  a 
fulphur,  as  it  plainly  appears  from  its  chymical  analyfis  j for 
fugar,  diddled  by  itfelt,  yields  a liquor  fcarcely  inferior  to  aqua 
flygias  and  if  you  diftil  it  in  a vefica,  with  a great  deal  of 
fountain  water  poured  to  it,  though  the  fixed  fait  will  not  fo 
afccnd,  neverthelefs  a liquor  will  come  from  it  like  the  hotted 
2qua  vitae,  burning,  and  very  pungent,  f When,  therefore, 
fugar,  mixed  almoft  with  any  fort  of  food,  is  taken  by  us  in  fo 
great  a plenty,  how  probable  is  it  that  the  blood  and  humours 
are  rendered  fait  and  lharp,  and  confequently  fcorbutical,  by 
its  daily  ufe  ? 


t Rum. 
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'we  have  feen,  and  which  often  deprives  them 
of  the  Life  of  their  hands;  but,  on  leaving  the’ 
bufinefs,  the  malady  ceafes.  Does  not  this 
carry  convi<5tion  on  the  prima  fa:ie ? — May 
we  not  fafely  and  truly  draw  an  inference,  if 
only  by  handling  fugar  we  fuffer  thus,  how 
much  more  when  taken  inwardly  fo  freely  ? — 
Alfo  we  have  remarked,  that  tea  has  often  been 
cenfured,  as  being  extremely  pernicious  to 
perfons,  whofe  nerves  have  thereby  been  re- 
markably affe6ted.  Tea,  as  a plant,  if  ge- 
nuine, is  of  itfelf  an  agreeable,  bitter-flavoured 
herb,  and  as  friendly  to, the  conflitution  as  it 
is  beneficial  to  trade,  as  perhaps  any  article 
that  was  ever  introduced.  That  perfons  of  a 
weak  conflitution  fhould  complain  againfl  it, 
is  no  wonder:  but  is  the  tea  in  fault? — Or 
rather,  is  it  not  their  weak,  relaxed  ftomach? 
— And  warm  water,  or  any  other  warm  li- 
quor, (till  relaxes  more.  Is  not  the  tea  cen- 
fured for  the  unthinkingnefs  of  the  maid  fer- 
vant,  who  fees,  unconcerned,  the  fined  par- 
ticles of  the  water  boil  away  in  the  fleam  by 
the  hour  together,  and  leave  the  remainder  in 
the  kettle,  hard,  phlegmy,  and  not  fit  for 
ufe  ? — The  minute  the  kettle  boils,  pour  the 
water  on  the  tea.  But  this  is  not  all : — Is  not 
the  fugar,  which  is  ufed  in  this  liquor,  the 

. caufe 
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caufe  of  tea  being  complained  of?  If  fugar ' 
or  milk,  was  lefs  ufed,  no  lofs  would  accrue; 
on  the  contrary,  much  benefit  might  begained; 
or  our  patients,  to  whom  we  have  recom- 
mended the  practice,  have  deceived  us,  who 
have  declared  that  tea  is  now  their  delight, 
las  it  was,  before,  their  averfion,  and  they 
experience  a pleating  infufion  grateful  to  the 
ftomach.  It  is  hard  for  perfons  to  find  out  an 
agreeable  fubflitute,  though  they  wifh  it,  to 
fupply  the  place  of  tea,  coffee,  chocolate,  &c. 
which  hurt  them,  not  conhdering  that  fugar  is 
one  caufe  for  its  difagreeing ; but  much  de- 
pends on  the  organs  of  the  flcmach  being  in  a 
proper  tone.  In  the  Weft  Indies,  where  fu- 
gar  is  the  immediate  product,  it  may  be  ne- 
ceffary  : there  it  may  become  a ferious  matter 
of  enquiry,  whether  the  belly-aches  they  la- 
bour under  may  not  be  traced  to  the  free  ufe 
of  fugar*  (as  much  as  to  the  pans  hinted  at  in 
a foregoing  page),  which  is  a greater  and  a 
different  fort  of  acid  than  is  produced  by  the 
lemon,  pine,  or  any  other  fruits.  < 

Let  no  one  kafiily  imbibe  the  opinions  of  ano- 
ther, without  fir  ft  weighing  well  the  arguments , 

cir  cum  fiances, 

* Rum,  the  fpirituons  article  ufed  in  Punch,  as  drawn  from 
fugar,  is  a flrong  acid,  and  new  Rums  are  known  to  be  pro. 
dufclive  ol  bad  confequences  in  the  Well  India  Iflands. 
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dr  cum/lances,  &c.  together , and  draw  the  in- 
ference from  their  own  reafon  and  obferv-ation  ; 
nor  leave  an  ingredient  out  of  their  ufual  diet , 
becaufe  it  is  J aid  to  be  bad , but  that  they  find  it 
is  fo. 


ON  BUTTER , &c.  &c. 

WERE  mankind  to  affert  their  rights,  and 
learn  to  judge  for  themfelves,  they  would  not 
then  be  (laves  to  opinion,  nor  facrifice  their 
reafon  to  the  diftates  of  others,  founded  in 
weaknefs,  without  minutely  enquiring,  ©n 
what  bafis  they  have  afferted  that  thofe  fa- 
vourite ingredients  of  our  Diet  are  detrimental 
to  health.  Amidlt  thofe  articles  that  Hand  pro- 
fcribed,  Butter  is  the,  foremoft,  on  which  a 
cave  is  placed,  to  deter  mankind  from  its  ufe, 
as  baneful  to  the  conllitution,  and  a breeder 
of  foul  humours  in  the  blood  ; therefore  it  is 
eaten  with  fear  by  various  degrees  and  deno- 
minations of  the  human  race  ; and  to  deprive 
another  part  of  the  ufe  thereof,  millions  would 
pine  after  it,  and  curfe  the  devifers  of  fuch 

an 
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an  expedient.  How  many  difhes  that  the 
vegetable,  the  animal,  the  pifcatory  creation 
afford,  would  tafte  dry  and  harfh,  without  this 
defirable,  neceffary  fauce,  that  appeared  before 
pleafing  and  refrefhing  ! Does  not  our  hafty 
condemnation  of  this  food,  as  improper  for 
our  bodies,  impeach  and  arraign  the  judge- 
ment of  the  great  omnifcient  Provider,  who 
has  fo  univerfally  fhowered  down  this  food? 
— We  are  naturally  fond  of  vegetables:  in 
hufbandry  man  delights: — The  out- ft  retched 
dugs  of  the  cattle— the  overflowing  pail  — the 
fimplicity  and  dexterity  of  the  dairy-maid,  in 
bringing  forth  her  butter  and  cheefe,  have 
afforded  a pleafing  theme  for  poets  to  dwell 
on  with  rapture,  and  praife  the  Giver,  in  paf- 
toral  ftrains,  univerlally  admired.  If  trade 
is  confidered,  we  fhould  be  careful  not  to 
throw  a bar  in  the  way  to  check  it,  unlefs 
fupported  by  demonftrative  evidence  thatfuch 
trade  is  detrimental  to  the  community.  If  the 
poor  are  the  riches,  and  the  ftrength  of  a na- 
tion, they  claim  our  indulgence,  and  ought 
1 not  to  have  their  greateft  luxury  withheld,  on 
the  fuppofition  only  of  its  being  hurtful  : in 
fact,  they  will  not;  they  find  no  inconveni- 
ence in  the  ufc,  and  all  their  with  centres  in 
the  poffeflion.  As  to  its  bad  or  good  qualities, 
' ■ they 
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they  are  contented  to  leave  the  do&or  and  his 
patient  to  difputc,  whild  they  enjoy  the 
blefiing.  Butter  and  fat  meats  have  acquired 
a bad  charade  r,  as  many  individuals  in  the 
world  do,  by  keeping  bad  company.  Is  the 
temperament  of  a relaxed,  fickly  domach, 
which  cannot  bear  it,  a proper  criterion  to 
judge  by? — The  aged  or  the  infirm  perfon 
might,  with  equal  propriety,  fay  to  the  young 
and  the  ftrong  one,  Do  not  wa^k  Taller  than 
me — it  will  hurt  you.  Why  'fhould  we  pro- 
hibit the  ufe  of  it  to  thofe  whole  conflitutions 
are  the  reverfe,  and  who  require  its  friendly 
abidance,  to  lubricate  and  defend  the  bowels 
from  acrimonious  matter?  Can  we  fuppofe 
Providence,  whofe  bounty  overflows  the  willies 
of  man,  extravagant  as  they  are,  has  caufed 
fuch  a rich  repad  to  be  drawm  from  the  grafs 
of  the  field  in  vain  ? By  what  wonderful  dages 
and  operations  is  our  food  matured,  and  laid 
within  our  reach,  to  enable  and  encourage  us 
to  proceed  in  the  journey  through  life,  ren- 
dering it  agreeable  and  comfortable  ! Butter 
and  fat  meats,  the  neceffity  of  them  is  difplayed 
in  the  general  tendency  the  animal  creatures 
have  in  during  it  up,  and  of  how  little  worth 
thofe  beads  are,  that  are  defective  in  this 
point — how  wretched  they  look  ! Are  not 

thofe 
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thofe  un&uous  parts  of  our  food  the  chief 
means  of  affording  a fupply  of  that  marrow-, 
treafured  up  in  our  bones,  which  fupplies  the 
oil  wherewith  our  joints  are  con fl aptly  anoint- 
ed, and  thereby  continued  pliable,  and  de- 
fended from  acrid  and  cold  humours  ? Fur- 
ther, the  utility  of  Butter  is  eminently  dis- 
played, in  defending  per  fans  employed  in 
dangerous  bufinefTes,  who  imbibe  noxious 
particles  arifing  from  vapours ; fuch  as  painters, 
gilders,  glaziers,  workers  in  lead,  or  in  lead 
mines,  that  otherwife  might  prove  fat^l,  but 
for  a free  indulgence  of  Butter,*  bacon,  and 
other  fat  meats,  which  fheath  and  defend  the 
bowels  from  cholic,  paralytic,  and  gouty 
confequences,  frequently  met  with  in  perfons 
who  follow  fuch  deflruclive  occupations. 
Sweet  oil  is  nearly  allied  to  butter : if  the  one 
is  hurtful,  the  other  muff  be  prejudicial,  and 
fall  under  the  fame  predicament;  yet  this  is 
feldom  noticed.  Fat  and  fait  meats.  See.  come 
in  for  their  fhare  of  general  cenfure,  as  food 
hard  of  digehion,  and  breeding  the  Scurvy  : 
whilfl  other  dainty  meats,  which  appear  loft, 
and  eafy  to  be  dilfolved,  through  the  different 

preparations 

* Butter  Tpread  on  bread,  in  general,  agrees  beft  with  weak 
ftoma,chs  ; and  in  hot  weather,  on  account  the  liomach  is  more 
relaxed,  a Idler  quantity  may  be  difpenfed  with. 
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preparations  of  art,  officioufly  intruded  as  an 
afliftant  in  procuring  proper  aliment  for  a 
weak  conftitution,  are  often  preferred  by  us, 
yet  reje&ed  with  difdain  by  nature.  Another 
erroneous  notion  has  been  conveyed  from  ge* 
neration  to  generation,  viz.  that  the  gravy, 
which  flows  from  the  meat,  is  hurtful,  and  a 
breeder  of  the  Scurvy,  therefore  fhould  not 
be  eaten  with  our  food. — A moment’s  reflec- 
tion will  furnifh  an  anfwer  to  fo  important  a 
queftion. — How  is  the  body  nourifhed  ? — Is  it 
by  hard,  indigeflible  food,  from  which  fcarce- 
ly  any  balmy  juice  is  to  be  extracted,  to  fup- 
ply  the  fmall  fibres?  Gravy  is  already  pre- 
pared for  the  purpofe,  only  wants  application: 
it  is  pleafant  to  the  tafle,  light  to  the  ftomach, 
and  gives  ftrength  to  the  body  ; which  is  more 
than  we  can  afcribe  to  that  bewitching,  delu- 
five  pra&ice  of  eating  paltry,  which  only  ferves 
to  cloy  the  ftomach,  and  proves  a hindrance 
to  other  foods  digefting.  Jellies,  and  every 
other  glutinous  body,  mult  be  dilTolved  into 
a vapour,  light  as  fteam  arifing  from  hot  wa- 
ter, before  it  can  enter  the  la&eal  veflels. 

Every  day  produces  inftances,  how  often 
we  err  in  our  opinions  relative  to  proper  ali- 
ments for  the  fupport  and  comfort  of  our 
lives.  Many  a time  it  has  been  obferved, 

where 
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where  the  ftomach  refilled  entertainment  (o  a 
difh  of  chocolate,  or  a little  broth,  at  the  fame 
time  it  has  greedily  devoured  a falted  piece 
of  beef,  or  of  fat  bacon,  which  has  fat  ea(y  on 
the  ftomach,  and  digefted  kindly.  Perfons 
who  are  of  an  ailing  conftitution,  judging  ra- 
ther from  appearances,  or  guided  by  cuftom, 
refufe  the  one,  and  order  only  the  white 
meats,  fuchas  veal,  fowls,  &c.*  when,  at  the 

lame 

* How  eafily  we  are  perfuaded  to  indulge  in  things  hurtful, 
becaufe  thev  appear  delicate,  is  inflanced  in  fatted  fowls.  The 
fowls  are  put  in  coops,  debarred  of  air  and  exercife,  crammed 
\vith  unctuous  food,  which  is  given  to  render  them  fat  which 
foon  brings  them  to  a fickly  alkalizated  hate:  becaufe  they  eat 
lufcious  and  tender,  they  are  preferred  belore  the  wholefoine 
barn-door  fowl,  whofe  tafle  is  natural  and  nourifhing,  whilft 
that  of  the  other  cloys,  and  is  rendered  difguflful  by  repetition; 
fo  that  any  one  would  fooner  grow  tired  of  this  aliment  than 
any  other  meat,  to  feed  on  it  conftantly.  Similar  to  thi-,  is 
another  circumftance,  that  of  hanging  up  mutton  until  it  is 
rotten ; then  we  fay  it  eats  tender.  Thefe  things  are  cufto- 
mary ; and  what  is  fafhionable,  however  egregioufly  bad  or 
ridiculous  of  ilfelf,  is  juftifiable ; for  who  dare  appeal  againft 
fo  powerful  a diQator  as  Falhion  ? — It  is  cuflomarv  to  tail  at 
wines,  butter,  tea,  &c.  not  confidering  our  own  inilability. 
'1  here  are  times  and  feafons  allotted  for  every  thing:  that 
which  delights  us  to-day,  is  looked  on  w th  indifference  to- 
morrow. A variety  runs  through  the  creation : without  it, 
man  could  not  enjoy  the  pleafures  of  the  road,  on  which  he  is 
gradually  enticed  from  hage  to  llage,  by  toys  difplayed  fuitabie 
to  his  age.  He  has  no  fooner, grafped  the  one,  but  another,  at  a 

K diftance, 
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fame  time,  they  may  be  fenfible  they  crofs 
their  inclination  ; their  flrong  propenfities  to 
tafte  the  other  different  forts  of  food,  and 
which  they  would  find  to  ffrengthen  them 
when  thus  impelled  ; whereas,  by  rather  fol- 
lowing the  promifcuous  advice  of  others,  in 
preference  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  fenfa- 
tions,  they  take  part  with  the  difeafe,  and' 
thereby  fuffer  the  more  : for,  on  the  moft 
exact  fcrutiny,  we  fhall  find  but  little  reafon 
for  complainingof  thofe  forbidden  fruits,  any 
more  than  other  valuable  articles,  which  ei- 
ther fupport  life,  or  render  it  refpectable  in 
the  fcale  of  beinsrs  with  whom  we  dwell  : for 

O 

what  is  there  on  earth,  which  we  call  good, 
that  has  not,  or  may  not  be  produdtive  of  much 
evil,  when  it  falls  into  imprudent  hands  ? — 
Gold,  that  precious  commodity,  the  baume  de 
vie,  has  its  fair  and  dark  Tides.  There  are  few 
perfons  poffeffed  of  fo  much  refined  philofo- 
phy,  as  not  to  wifh  to  be  in  poffeffion  of  a 
certain  quantity.  The  rifles  run  to  obtain  it 

often 

diftance,  is  held  up  to  his  view,  to  animate  him  to  proceed ; 
nor  are  there  wanting  thorns  to  gall  him,  fhould  hi*  propenfity 
be  to  loiter  by  the  way  ; fo  that  he  is  in  danger  of  being  feized 
by  one  complaint  or  another,  until,  grown  indifferent  as  to  the 
playthings  of  life,  he  finds  himfelf  to  be  overtaken,  and  nods 
to  the  fate  which  time  pointed  to  him  from  the  eailieft  know- 
ledge lie  had  of  his  being. 
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often  change  the  nature  of  man  for  the  worfe  : 
fo  that  he  has  then,  as  he  imagines,  reafon  to 
exclaim  againlt  this  glittering  ore,  which  be- 
witched his  fenfes*  though  the  fault  was  his 
own  feeking.  In  faff,  through  the  fade  tafle 
of  mankind,  too  often  paying  a refpecl  to 
thofe  perfons,  onlybecaufe  they  are  rich,  and 
for  no  other  good  quality  inherent  in  them,  do 
we  fee  thoufands  fo  eager  to  obtain  the  jewel, 
at  the  rifk  of  every  thing  which  they  ought  to 
hold  dear,  to  be  on  a level  with  them  ; but, 
miftaking  the  road,  to  their  great  mortifica- 
tion, they  meet  with  reproach  and  ignominy, 
inltead  of  honour.  Enchanting  pleafure  is 
profitable  to  health  ; yet,  when  purfued  be- 
yond the  bounds  which  prudence  has  dictated, 
it  brings  wearinefs,  pain,  and  other  inconve- 
niencies  ; that  it  had  been  better  if  our  third: 
had  been  lefs  prevalent,  or  we  had  wanted 
the  opportunity  to  gratify  ourfelves  with  thofe 
delufive  joys.  Though  we  have  an  unlimited 
licenfe  to  range  and  partake  of  all  the  fruits 
which  the  globe  produces,  we  are  not  to  wafte 
them:  they  are  ordained  for  our  fupport ; 
when  ufed  agreeable  to  that  portion  of  judge- 
ment given  to  each  individual,  the  end  of  their 
creation  is  anfwered,  and  the  Benefactor  ho- 
noured. It  is  our  duty  and  intereft  to  bend 

K 2 to 
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to  nature’s  voice,  and  not  to  expeff  the  unal- 
_ terable  laws  of  the  univerfe  will  fubmit  to  the 
peevifhnefs  of  that  li  tie  conceited  animal  Man, 
bowed  down  either  by  natural  infirmities  or 
old  age  : in  either  cafe,  his  faculties  are  im- 
paired, his  judgment  rendered  precarious  J 
therefore,  we  may  efleem  our  (elves  happy 
in  having  fuch  demonftrative  evidences  given 
us  to  go  by,  that  if  we  err,  we  mult  do  it 
wilfully.  So  amazing  are  our  powers,  fo 
wonderful  our  frame,  that  as  the  whole  being 
of  man  is  equally  interefled  in  the  choice  of 
food,  fo  the  different  members  are  equally 
alert  in  performing  their  duty.  No  fooner 
does  the  weaknefs  of  our  conflitution  fpeak 
its  wants,  than  the  feet  bend  forward,  directed 
by  the  mind,  to  the  place  where  food  is  ex- 
pebted  ; the  eye  furveys,  the  talte  and  fmell 
co-operate  in  their  approbation  ; laft  of  all, 
the  Itomach,  not  tru flung  to  the  partial  tafte, 
decides,  and  quickly  informs  every  one  where- 
in they  have  erred,  either  by  ftoring  too  much, 
which  is  the  feed  of  heavinefs  and  oppreflion, 
fetters  noway  agreeable  to  the  fprightly  mind, 
which  deprive  him  of  that  alertnefs  he  has  a 
right  to  expeht  from  the  frefh  fupply  afforded 
to  the  lamp.  If  the  aliment  has  been  impro- 
per, then  a ficknefs  in  the  ftomach.  proclaims 

its 


Obfervations  on  Diet.  249 

its  malignant  tendency,  and  warns  us  to  be 
cautious.  This  rule  will  be  found  decifive, 
whether  we  feed  on  flelh,  filh,  fowl,  vegeta- 
bles, or  ufe  for  our  drink,  water,  beer,  wine, 
&c. 

As  a further  proof  of  the  juft,  difeerning 
judgment  of  the  appetite,  how  often  has  it  been 
known,  where  perfons  in  dangerous  fteknefs, 
indulging  by  health  their  ftrong  propenhties 
to  fome  drinks  they  have  fancied,  though 
ftri6tly  forbidden  by  the  Phyfician,  have  fur- 
prifingly  recovered  ! In  general,  we  know 
no  better  rule  for  perfons  to  go  by,  in  regard 
of  their  Diet,  than  to  partake  of  fuch  food, 
whether  it  be  fait,  frefh,  or  high-feafoned, 
with  moderation,  as  they  find  convenient  and 
agreeable:  if  any  judgment  may  be  deduced 
from  the  teftimony  of  numerous  patients,  it 
is  in  favour  of  an  extenfive,  rather  than  a con- 
fined Diet.  Numbers  have  debarred  theni- 
felvesofeven  the  common  neceftaries  required 
to  fupport  life,  in  order  to  leflen  their  difeafe, 
particularly  in  the  Scurvy  ; fo  far  from  being 
benefited  thereby,  the  malady  has  increafed 
on  them.  Extremes  are  always  bad  on  either 
fide.  We  are  foon  difgufted  with  living  on 
the  fame  meats.  The  changes  of  the  feafons, 
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the  difference  of  weather,  require  man  to  vary 
his  Diet,  as  much  as  it  does  to  alter  his  apparel, 
to  defend  him  again!!  heat  or  cold.  For  this 
reafon,  we  recommend,  in  cold  weather,  warm 
meats,  and  generous  drinks  : in  hot  weather, 
cold  viands  will  prove  refrefhing  and  falutary, 
and  fpring  water,  joined  with  pure  acids,* 
will  be  found  a moll  excellent  bracer  of  the 
ftomach  and  nerves,  when  relaxed.  In  the 
winter  of  life,  as  old  age,  to  feafon  their  meats 
with  warm  fpices  is  neceffary.  In  the  Weft 
Indies,  the  free  ufe  oi  thofe  fpices  is  particu- 
larly grateful  and  neceffary,  even  as  fait  is  to 
us,  which  keeps  them  from  falling  into  bilious 
fevers.  If  it  be  allowed,  that  nothing  exifts 
in  the  creation  but  what  was  defigned  for  its 
peculiar  ufe,  applicable  to  the  country,  furely 
the  fpontaneous  growth  of  thefe  aromatic 
fpices,  in  thofe  fultry  climates,  is  an  argument 
in  their  favour  for  their  application.  W e could 
wifh  it  to  be  confidered,  how  far  in  the  marfhy 
damp  parts  of  thole  countries,  as  in  Effex  and 
Kent,  where  the  ague  reigns,  whether  a 
greater  indulgence  of  pepper,  or  other  hot 

fpices, 

\ 

* Vinegar  is  a ufeTul,  and  a wholefomc  ingredient  in  our 
Diet,  and  is  much'ufed  in  fumigations,  to  prevent  infettious 
difeafes,  2nd  fhews  the  utility  ot  acids.  The  virtue  and  benefit 
of  fait,  fpeaks  for  itfell  in  numerous,  wonderlul  inftances. 
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fpices,  would  not  help  to  counterbalance  the 
unwholefomenefs  of  thofe  fwampy  places? 
Where  wine,  and  other  cheering  liquors  are 
required  to  be  ufed  in  a freer  manner  than  in 
Other  countries,  where  nature  has  been  more 
prodigal  in  the  bleftings  of  a dry,  healthful 
htuation.  On  this  occafion,  and  almoft  every 
other  circumftance  which  requires  our  com- 
ments, in  phyfic  or  in  diet,  the  aphorifm  of 
Hoffman  will  be  found  to  be  juft — ce  It  is  the 
“ well  timing  that  makes  the  dofe  or  quantity 
<f  good  or  bad.’1  In  our  infancy  and  youth, 
occafions  feldom  require  to  make  obferva- 
tions on  our  Diet;  for  then  we  do  not  expe- 
rience thofe  ills  from  the  difference  of  aliment, 
bccaufe  our  pipes  and  tubes  are  large  and 
pliable  as  fine  leather,  but  man,  the  older  he 
grows,  the  lefs  pith  he  has;  fo  that  the  tubes 
ieffen  in  him  as  he  advances  in  years,  fcarcely 
allowing  the  humours,  or  even  the  balfamic 
fluid,  a poffibility  of  circulation  ;*  whereby 
we  may  at  lalt  be  laid  to  oftify,  or  confolidate, 
as  it  were,  into  mere  bone. 

Thefe 

* 

* 

* The  older  people  grow,  the  lefs  food  is  required ; and 
women  are  not  fo  fubjefii  to  the  Gout  as  men,  on  account  of 
the  laxity  oi  their  make. 


I 
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Thefe  fentiments  are  reflectively  fubmitte  1 
to  individuals,  whole  own  brealts  carry  a mo- 
nitor, which  will  be  found  the  belt  director: 
for  we  think  it  an  ahfurdity,  that  one  perfon 
fhould  know  another’s  conftitution  better  than 
himfeJf- — In  fhort,  it  is  impoffible.  The  poor 
laugh  at  us,  and  think  thefe  are  idle  fpecula- 
tions;*  for  they  being  obliged  to  follow  Na- 
ture, is  the  reafon  why  they  “ enjoy  (asDRY- 
“ den  obferved)  the  molt  valuable  blellings 
f(  of  life— a vigorous,  healthy  body  with  a 
“ con  Rant  ferenity  of  mind  ; whilll  we,  with 
<f  all  our  fanciful  refinement,  can  fcarcely 
tc  pafs  an  autumn  without  fome  accefs  of  a 
“ fever,  or  a whole  day  not  ruffled  by  fome 
“ unquiet  paffion.” 

It  is  beyond  a doubt,  that  a much  lefs  quan- 
tity of  food  will  fupport  life  and  fpirits,  than 
is  generally  imagined;  and  while  Diet  is 
given  to  the  Body  with  difcfetion,  it  will  keep 
it  cool,  and  in  proper  order : for,  as  gentle 
rains  refrefh  and  make  the  plant  more  lively 

and 

* Behold  the  labourer  of  the  glebe,  who  toils 
In  dud,  in  rain,  in  cold  and  fultry  Ikies; 

Save  but  the  grain  from  mildews  and  the  flood. 

Nought  anxious  he  what  fickly  liars  afcend. 

He  knows  no  laws  by  Esculapius  given; 

He  dudies  none. 


Armstron  g. 
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and  pleafant  to  look  on,  fo  temperance  and 
activity  feed,  and  render  the  body  more 
fprightly  and  durable.  To  define  the  word 
Temperance  (with  which  we  fh all  clofe  our 
Remarks  on  Diet),  we  cannot  elucidate  it  bet- 
ter, than  by  quoting  Sir  Willi  am  Temple — 
“ But  that  which  I call  Temperance  is  a regu- 
“ lar  and  fimple  Diet,  limited  by  every  man’s 
“ own  experience  of  his  own  eafy  digeltion, 
tc  and  thereby  proportioning,  as  near  as  can 
“ be,  the  daily  repairs  to  the  daily  decays  of 
“ wafting  bodies.  Nor  can  this  be  deter- 
“ mined  by  meafures  and  weights  on  any 
“ general  Leftian  rules,  but  mult  vary  with 
“ the  vigour  or  decays  of  age  or  of  health, 
“ and  the  ufe  or  difufe  of  air  or  of  exercife, 
“ with  the  changes  of  appetite,  and  thereby 
“ judge,  from  what  every  man  may  find  or 
“ fufpect:,  of  the  prefent  ftrength  or  weak- 
<e  nefs  of  digeftion.” 


OBSERVATIONS 


OBSERVATIONS 


ON  THE 


REMEDY. 


PERSON  converfant  in  the  affairs  of  life 


rnufl  have  been  very  inattentive,  or  very 
fortunate  in  the  circle  of  his  acquaintance,  if 
he  has  not  hadoccafion  to  lament  the  difficulty 
of  cure  of  thefe  two  diforders  now  under  our 
confederation,  of  which  we  have  been  liberal 
in  opinion,  in  hopes  it  may  beget  a further 
enquiry  relative  to  their  foundation.  The 
nearer  we  come  to  truth,  concerning  the 
caufe  of  thofe  complaints,  the  better  fhall  we 
be  enabled  to  difcover  a remedy.  The  necef- 
fity  of  an  application  to  eradicate,  at  leal!  to 
relieve  thofe  maladies,  is  a point  univerfally 

acknowledged. 


SECT.  IV 
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acknowledged.  It  has  excited  perfons  to  go 
out  different  ways,  in  hopes  of  bringing  home 
a charm,  whole  virtue  fhould  be  of  that  mag- 
nitude, as  to  fubdue  thofe  ills,  which  could 
not  fail  to  immortalize  the  fearcher.  Such  a 
bleffing  we  figh  after,  look  for ; yet,  ftrange, 
unaccountable  difpofition  that  pofieffes  us,  we 
would  fix  the  limits  on  which  other  fagacious 
perfons  are  to  proceed,  in  fearch  of  this  de- 
firable  object.  When  a gleam  of  hope  is  pub- 
lifhed,  we  treat  the  report  with  contempt : we 
afk  many  frivolous  queftions,  which  do  not 
accelerate,  but  retard.  Who  is  he  that  has 
found  out  the  fecret? — Is  he  a fon  of  nature, 
or  of  art  ? — Is  the  meflenorer  clothed  in  rich 

o - 

array,  coming  in  his  triumphal  car,  bringing 
his  credentials,  which  entitled  him  to  make 
the  fearch  ? — Or  is  the  report  conveyed  in  the 
filent  whifper  of  a newfpaper?  It  is  juft  to 
own — Candour  demands  the  affertion.  The 
afflicled  certainly  have  often  had  their  atten- 
tion raifed  with  the  delufive  cry — a Difco- 
very,  blazoned  forth  with  all  the  pompous 
titles  vain  imagination  can  conceive;  as  if  they 
and  their  new-invented  medicine  were  the 
only  ones  fo  long  looked  for;  which  neither 
js,  nor  can  be  exceeded  by  any  prefent  fup- 
pofed  remedy,  or  that  in  future  may  be  in- 
vented : 
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vented : to  crown  the  eclat,  to  make  all  fure, 
it  is  often  fealed  with  the  King’s  Patent.*  In- 
genuity may  confider  the  caufe,  may  compofe 
a prefeription,  and  form  to  the  mind  pleating 
inllances  of  its  operations ; but,  agreeable  to 
Celsus’s  aphorifm — An  opinion  of  a thing, 
without  a certain  knowledge  of  it,  can  never  find 
out  an  infallible  remedy ; for  it  is  certain . that 
experience  is  the  principal  thing  to  inform  us  in 
a right  method  of  cure.  It  mult  be  tried  on  va- 
rious fubjects,  afflicted  with  different  com- 
plaints: the  validity  of  a medicine  is  only 
known  from  the  general  fuccefs.  Suppofmg, 
on  trial,  it  fhould  in  excellence  furpafs  the 
inventor’s,  or  the  afflifted’s  fanguine  expecta- 
tion, more  than  any  medicine  we  have  heard 
of.  Hill  a defect  in  the  medicine,  or  in  the  con- 
flitution,  will,  at  times,  urge  the  neceffity  of 
perfeverance,  in  the  purfuit  of  improvements. 
Our  infenfibility  to  a fellow-creature’s  com- 
plaints will  be  manifeft,  fhould  we  not  confefs 
a deficiency  in  our  fkill  of  curing  many  of  the 
afflicted,  or  if  we  do  not  exprefs  a defire  a 

fuperior 

* What  a found! — Yet  forms  no  criterion  of  the  goodnefs 
of  a medicine.  1 hequeftion  from  the  Prefident  to  the  Secre- 
tary, on  Doftor  Laft’s  admiflion  at  the  College  of  Phyfkians, 
is  truly  applicable — “ Are  all  the  Fees  paid  ?” 

Foote's  Devil  on  Two  Sticks* 
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fuperior  Remedy  or  mode  oF  treatment  may 
happily  be  adopted,  either  now,  or  in  after 
ages:  much  praife  is  due  to  any  medicine 
now  in  repute,  if  we  can  acknowledge  it  to  be 
the  bell  we  know  of  at  prefent;  but  does  not, 
nor  cannot  exclude  the  rife  of  others,  when 
merit  paves  the  way  for  public  reception. 
Concerning  a remedy,  of  which  we  are  the 
guardians,  we  have  a right  to  give  our  opinion  : 
nay,  it  is  required  of  us.  But  where  is  the 
value  of  opinion,  unlefs  fubftantiated  by  faffs? 
Thefe  we  produce — Thefe  have  been  fub- 
mitted,  from  time  to  time,  to  public  infpec- 
tion.  We  are  happy  to  add,  conviffion  has 
prevailed  in  fpite  of  opposition,  prejudice,  and 
other  oblfacles,  that  either  envy  or  intereft 
could  fugged,  as  a bar  to  the  patronage  of  the 
afflicted.  We  admit  the  cures,  fay  our  op- 
ponents ; but  they  are  performed  by  a com- 
pofition  made  of  Mercury  and  Antimony, 
with  other  dangerous  ingredients.  Thefe  ar- 
guments, to  the  inexperienced,  come  in  fo 
graceful  and  feafible  a manner,  as  cannot  fail' 
to  gain  admittance  into  the  bread  of  thofe  in- 
dividuals, who  remain  as  yet  undung  by  thefe 
fiends.  What  we  ufe,  we  are  proud  to  own; 
we  are  judified  in  the  continuance,  by  greater 
authorities  than  thofe  who  libel  the  mode  ; or 

ev?n 
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even  than  thofe  names,  who  have  been  pow- 
erful advocates  for  the  trial  of  thofe  minerals, 
either  Tingle  or  combined;  namely,  Success, 
Who  is  it  decries  the  means,  or  would  endea- 
vour to  frighten  perfons  in  the  ufe  ? Shame 
rifes  on  the  cheek,  when  we  add,  it  is  perfons 
advertifing  a noftrum  for  the  fame  purpofe, 
and,  to  fupply  the  defefts  of  merit,  add,  it  is 
as  harmlefs  as  milk  and  water,  or  to  that  pur- 
pofe, made  of  vegetables,  and  contains  no  mi- 
nerals. 

Let  thefe  triflers  in  the  pharmaceutical  art 
turn  to  thofe  Sibylline  leaves  left  on  record  ; 
there  review  the  perplexities,  the  ardour  which 
glowed  in  the  breads  of  many  ingenious  men, 
whether  dignified  by  the  title  of  Phyfician,* 
or  the  appellation  of  Surgeon,  § to  whofe  joint 
care  individuals  have  been  committed  forcure, 
and  to  whom  the  inmofl  receffes  and  workings 
of  the  human  oeconomy  were  in  an  ample 
manner  unfolded.  They  were  characters  re- 
vered equal  to  the  elders  of  Ifrael,  <f  who 
“ flood  with  the  cenfers  in  their  hands,  be- 
s£  twixt  the  living  and  the  dead.’’  They 
exerted  themfelves  in  an  eminent  degree  of 

affiduity, 

^•1:  Willis,  Russel,  Horstius,  Sydenham* 

§ Turner,  Wiseman,  See.  Sc c. 
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affiduity,  regardlefs  of  the  inconveniences 
that  arofe  on  the  occafion,  or  the  cenlure  of 
any  perlon.  They  were  fenfible  of  the  male- 
volent powers  of  their  opponents.  They  di re- 
played a heart,  which  felt  and  fympathifed 
with  their  fellow-creatures  bufferings.  Could 
they,  in  general,  have  prevailed  (no  matter 
by  what  means),  they  would  have  thought 
their  tedious,  painful  proceffes,  amply  repaid. 
They  knew  no  fuch  diltinguifhed,  foolifh 
partialities  of  vegetables  and  minerals.  They 
called  in  to  their  aid  all  nature,  either  fingle 
or  combined,  as  far  as  their  comprehenfion 
extended : and  they  were  juftified  in  the 
fearch.  It  is  fcarcely  poffible  to  read  their 
works,  without  being  affected  at  the  laborious 
pains  they  took  ; yet  the  bleffingof  delivering 
the  captive  to  them  was  rarely  known.  To 
thofe  eminent  failures  it  was  owing  that  Opi- 
nion fprung  up,  and  damped  her  validity,  and 
has,  by  increafe  of  years,  grown  too  ftrong  to 
be  eafily  eradicated:  Shall  we  then  admit  the 
Scurvy  and  the  Gout  are  diforders  not  de- 
finable, nor  curable,  and  tamely  give  way  to 
fuch  ill-fated  notions  ?— As  if  thefe  plagues 
were  ordained  only  to  perplex  and  to  torment 
the  human  fpecies ; founded  on  no  reafon,  nor 
to  be  accounted  for  by  any  phyfical,  mecha- 

nical 
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meal  laws,  or  fathomed  by  the  conceptions  of 
man.  We  confefs,  we  are  awed  by  axioms 
fo  univerfally  propagated  and  received  ; yet 
we  cannot,  by  any  of  thefe  arguments,  which 
do  not  tend  to  convince,  give  ouraffent;  nor 
do  they  yield  fuflicient  proof  for  us  to  facrifice 
our  hopes;  which  but  for  hope,*  numbers 
would  fink — Where? — to  red,  and  give  of- 
fence no  longer  to  the  living ; who  beholds 
the  ravages  difeafe  promifeuoufty  makes,  and 
furveys  it  with  a mixture  of  pky  and  of  ter- 
ror. More  plealing  profpe&s  arife  in  thefe  our 
days.  View  the  multitude  relieved — fufficient 

motives 

* When  the  mind  perceives  itfelf  bereft  of  Hope,  what  a 
change  in  the  body  ! — How  quickly  is  that  reduced  from  a form 
which  we  delighted  in,  to  a dreadful  monument,  whofe  inferip- 
tion  is  Defpair'y  and  proves  it  to  be  a mere  fervile  agent,  who 
only  afts  as  the  fuperior  refidentiary  within  fhall  dirett  and  ani- 
mate. For  no  fooner  is  the  felicity  of  the  foul  eclipfed  by  out- 
ward accidents,  than  the  body  is  immediately  affected,  and 
cannot  help  difplaying  the  hatchment  on  the  countenance,  to 
inform  the  by -ftander,  that  forrow  or  rage  dwell  within  j at 
the  fame  time,  negle&ing  all  care  for  its  prefervation,  by  being 
indifferent  as  to  food  for  its  fupport : fhould  the  preffmg  in- 
treaties of  friends  prevail  to  take  anv,  the  organs  of  the  flomach 
play  the  truant , and  will  not  difpenfe  with  it,  until  fuch  time 
as  the  various  florms  which  have  agitated  the  foul  are  hufhed. 
This  accounts  why  nervous,  and  other  fcorbutic  complaints, 
arifing  from  fudden  frights,  thelofs  of  friends,  or  other  siisfor- 
tunes,  are  very  difficult  to  cure,  owing  to  their  abforbing  the 
Vital  fpirits,  the  very  fupport  of  human  nature. 
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motives  terbanifh  defpair  from  every  bread  — 
Shall  we  not  rejoice?  To  make  comparifons  ; 
to  exult  over  other  men,  amiable  in  their  in- 
tentions, though  lefs  fuccefsful,  is  not  our 
defign.  We  claim  no  merit,  any  more  than 
the  pen,  which  marks  the  words  of  the  in- 
diter,  as  a mere  indrument,  an  inlignificant 
being,  lod  among  the  numerous  race  which 
extend  over  the  globe. 

Could  fuch  vegetables  be  found  endowed 
with  the  virtues  and  powers  requifite  to  per- 
form cures  in  thefe  diforders,  who  would  not 
rejoice? — Who  would  dcire  to  helitate  in 
giving  them  the  preference  ? Hitherto  Expe- 
rience has  withheld  her  fanction.  It  is  with 
reluctance  we  give  up  the  favourite  idea.  Un- 
til this  potent  harbinger  arrives,  borne  on  his 
leafy  dem,  why  fhould  we  neglect  to  cultivate 
a fortunate  and  a fuccefsful  management  of 
the  minerals?  Far  from  being  propenfe  to 
make  ufe  of  fuch  pufillanimous  praHices,  in 
order  to  enhance  the  fale  of  a medicine,  at 
the  expence  of  veracity  ; we  have  made  it  a 
point,  when  afkecl  the  quedion,  whether  or 
not  we  made  ufe  of  mercury  or  antimony  in 
the  compofition  of  the  Antifcorbutic  Drops, 
candidly  to  anfwer  in  the  affirmative,  and  to 
own  that  even  both  thefe  ingredients  had 

o 

L conjointly 


1 62  Obfervations  on  the  Remedy. 

i 

conjointly  their  fhare  in  the  preparation.*  In 
a feries  of  trials  on  different  patients,  we  tried 
vegetables  alone,  but  could  perceive  but  little 
favourable  progrefs,  often  the  reverfe,  in 
dilorders  where  ffubbornefs  and  inveterate 
malignancy  are  their  char  ahleri  flics ; which 
proves  the  truth  of  Shakespeare’s  obferva- 
tion  in  Hamlet,  that,  “ defperate  difeafes 
“ require  defperate  remedies,  or  none  at  all.” 
Our  belt  remedies  are  not  to  be  wantonly 
fported  with,  as  many  of  them  are  chiefly 
poifons  ; and  their  falubrious  qualities  lie  in 
a rational,  judicious,  proportioned  introduc- 
tion of  them  into  our  fabric : and  we  have 
thought  it  a favourable  circumffance  that  phy- 
fic  fhould  be  unpleafant,  otherwife  people 
would  be  continually  taking  it.  Did  ever  a 
child  think  the  rod  pleafant,  or  defirable  ? — 
Yet  we  fee  excellent  difpofitions  formed 
thereby.  Were  vegetables  fo  efficacious  as 
they  are  faid  to  be,  we  fhould  not  find  fo 
many  vihtims  to  the  ravages  of  the  Scurvy  as 
we  meet  with,  who  are  true  fpehlacles  and 

objecU 

* Our  folio  bills,  for  years  back,  have  exprefTed  the  medi- 
cine was  compofed  of  minerals,  &c. — If  the  Vegetable  Syrup, 
which  is  advertifed,  will  not  keep  from  a fpeedy  decay,  how  is 
it  to  preferve  or  reflorc  the  human  body,  when  it  is  infe&ed 
by  difeafe? 
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objefls  of  companion.  From  this  evidence 
there  naturally  arifes-a  convi&ion,  that  vege- 
tables are  not  of  that  fervice  in  obdurate  cafes 
as  is  generally  imagined,  when  a diforder  has 
impregnated  the  whole  mafs  of  the  blood, 
and,  in  fome  mcafure,  altered  its  benign  qua- 
lity—If  fo,  where  are  we  to  look  for  a remedy, 
but  in  the  mineral  kingdom,  inverted  with 
fuch  power  as  to  correct  and  to  expel  the  he- 
terogeneous mixtures  introduced  in  the  blood, 
and  reftore  the  corrupted  fluids  to  their  pu- 
ritv  ? 

j 

Now,  to  prove  that  minerals,  and  efpecially 
the  two  chief  ones,  againft  which  the  ignorant 
and  the  intererted  exclaim  fo  much,  are  of  the 
greatert  and  mort  effedlual  fervice  in  thefe 
cafes,  let  us  attend  to  what  Dr.  Quincy  fays 
of  them  in  fuch  preferiptions  of  his  Difpenfa- 
tory  as  concern  the  Gout  and  Rheumatism, 
in  which  compofition  he  admits  mercury  and 
antimony.  “ It  is  by  thefe,”  fays  he,  “-that 
“ many  empirics  have  got  great  fame,  when 
te  perfons  of  learning  and  judgment  are 
“ backward  in  adventuring  on  things  where 
<e  there  is  any  hazard,  though  thefe,  by  a 
“ Ikilful  hand,  can  never  do  harm.  They  are 
<c  the  bafis  of  many  medicines  that  are  now  of 
“ great  erteem  in  the  mort  obrtinate  rheuma- 
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tc  tifm,  &c.”  Speaking  of  another  medicine, 
where  antimony  and  mercury  are  united,  he 
fays — “ This  medicine  is  highly  recommended 
<£  by  fome,  as  being  of  the  greated  efficacy 
<£  in  Icorbutic  and  fcrophulous  cafes;  as  alio 
“ in  all  glandular  obdm6lions,  and  many 
££  chronical  cafes,  out  of  the  reach  of  common 
te  medicines  ; and  it  is  likewife  laid  to  avail 
“ more  than  any  other  medicine,  in  cancerous 
<£  humours,  and  obdurate  venereal  cafes. 
On  the  other  antimonial  preparation,  he  makes 
again  this  obfervation — <£  It  is  a mofi  effica- 
“ cious  deobdruent,  and  therefore  extremely 
*£  ufeful  irn  fcrophulous,  obdmate  fcorbutic, 
(e  and  all  fuch  like  cafes.”  In  Ihort,  on  the 
occafion  of  another  preparation  of  antimony, 
he  makes  this  particular  remark — ££  Almod 
££  all  the  foregoing  preparations  of  antimony, 
*«  how  fevere  foever  alone,  may  be  fo  managed 
«£  by  the  fkilful  hand,*  as  to  operate  little,  or 
t(  not  at  all,  in  the  firima  via,  nor  be  perceived 
‘f  until  they  are  got  into  the  fmaller  veffels  ; 

££  and 

* The  preparations  of  that  wonderful  mineral  antimony, 
are  numerous.  Concerning  variation,  in  a procefs,  which  re- 
quires minutely  to  be  attended  to,  a little  negligence,  trifling 
as  it  may  feem,  may  fpoil  the  whole,  either  in  the  mixture,  or 
in  the  length  of  time  for  digeftion,  or  the  degree  ol  he  atp- 
duced  by  fire. 
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tl  and  then  it  is  that  mighty  things  are  effected, 
“ as  the  cure  of  the  Gout , Pox , Evil , and  all 
“ thofe  difeafes,  which  are  too  much  the  Oppro- 
tc  bria  Medicorum .”  Thus  it  is,  this  oracle  of 
pharmacy  fpeaks,  in  the  higheff  terms,-  of  the 
virtues  of  thofe  two  great  medicines  ( mercury 
and  antimony ),  either  feparately,  or  blended 
together. 

Dr.  Cheyne  remarks,  that  mercury  feems 
pointed  out,  and  impreffed  by  the  fignature 
of  the  God  of  nature  for  the  cure,  at  lead,  for 
the  relief,  of  intelligent  creatures,  made  mi- 
ferable  by  difeafes.  Bellost  ftyles  it  the 
miracle  of  nature,  and  the  greateft  gift  of  God 
in  the  whole  materia  medica. 

In  Dr.  Lewis’s  new  Difpenfatory,  we  find 
,the  following  paffage — “ The  ufe  of  mercury 
“ in  medicine,  feems  to  have  been  little  known 
“ before  the  fifteenth  century.  The  Ancients 
“ looked  upon  it  as  a corrofive  poifon,  though, 
“ of  itfelf,  perfe£tly  void  of  acrimony,  taffe* 
**  and  fmell : combined  with  mineral  acids,  it 
“ has  a very  powerful  effect,  and  affords  the 
“ mofl  excellent  remedies  that  we  are  acquainted 
“ with.” 

Dr.  Huxi-iam,  in  his  Obfervations  on  Anti- 
mony, in  fpeaking  of  a certain  preparation  of 
antimonial  drink,  expreffes  himlelf  thus — 

L 3 «*  Now 


1 66 


Observations  on  the  Remedy. 

“ Now  in  this  liquid  preparation,  the  reguhne 
“ part  is  already  diffolved,  and  mod  exqui- 
“ lately  attenuated,  fo  that  it  pades  into  the 
c*  blood  with  the  utmoft  facility.  It  fhould 
“ moreover  be  obferved,  that,  in  this  form, 
te  antimony  may  be  given  in  the  mod  agree- 
<e  able  manner,  without  even  being  perceived, 
“ or  creating  any  more  didade  than  the  wine 
cs  it  was  made  on  : Should  it  be  imagined, 
“ that  this  medicine,  being  fo  fafe  and  eafy, 
et  can  have  no  great  efficacy,  as  an  alterative 
“ and  diaphoretic — I anfwer,  that  as  it  is  ca- 
“ pable,  in  a proper  dofe,  of  irritating  the 
“ domach  and  intedines  fo  drongly,  it  cannot 
“ be  fuppofed,  even  in  very  fmall  dofes,  to  lie 
“ inaftive  in  the  fanguineous  and  lymphatic 
tc  arteries ; and  both  feem,  and  eventually 
are,  exceedingly  well  calculated  to  dimulate 
ie  and  fcour  the  whole  vafcular  fyftem ; and 
ei  fome  fuch  dimulas  are  very  often  highly 
tfC  necedary  in  the  ultimate  ramidcations  of 
“ the  fanguineous,  lerous,  and  lymphatic  ar- 
ef  teries,  where  the  motion  is  exceeding  flow, 
“ and  where  dagnation,  and  confequent  cor- 
ruption  of  the  ferum  and  lymph,  are  very 
“ apt  to  generate  a putrid  colluvies.  By  thus 
4C  univerfally  dimulating,  therefore,  not  only 
a the  greated,  but  alio  the  frnalled  veflels  of 

“ the 
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“ the  body,  this  medicine  greatly  tends  to  re- 
“ move  all  obflru&ions  formed,  or  forming, 
“ even  in  the  minuted:  canals  ; hence,  moll 
“ fuccefsfully  promotes  the  natural  lecretions 
“ and  excretions,  in  which,  duly  performed, 
“ health  itfclf  conlills.  In  obllinate  rheuma- 
“ tifms,  then,  in  cold,  fcorbu tic  affections,  in 
ec  moih  cutaneous  difeafes,  in  aflhmatic,  leu- 
“ cophlegmatic,  and  ifteric  diforders ; in  old 
“ flubborn  head  aches,  the  vertigo,  epilepfy, 
“ and  mania,  antimonials  are  extremely  ufc- 
“ ful.” 

On  what  ground  have  We  then  adopted  a 
peculiar  mode,  by  which  rel  ef  is  more  eafily 
obtained,  is  a quellion  which  naturally  arifes 
to  the  enquirer.  We  acknowledge  our  theory 
was  framed  under  the  fuppofition,  that  the 
Gout,  as  it  hands,  confined  only  to  the  limbs, 
as  hands,  feet,  &c.  which  we  conjeflure,  does 
take  its  rife  from  ill  humours,  natural  to  a body 
haheningto  decay,  and  is  of  the  fame  nature, 
in  the  root,  as  the  Scurvy,  only  diverfified 
m effecl,  as  conhitntions  or  circumPtances 

• ■ ■ 1 ^ 

vary  : m the  one,  occalioning  dreadful  pains; 
in  the  other,  where  the  humour  has  burll 
forth,  producing  unfightly  eruptions.  When 
we  name  the  Gout,  as  having  affinity  with  the 
Scurvy,  we  do  not  mean  particularly  to  in- 

L 4 elude 


1 68  Obfcrvations  on  the  Remedy . 

elude  that  executive  part  of  the  Gout,  which 
is  complained  of  in  the  head,  or  in  the  flomach: 
for  we  conddcr  them  as  didinft,  terrible,  ner- 
vous complaints,  and  not  within  the  benefit 
of  our  medicine,  fo  as  to  receive  immediate 
relief  from  the  application,  as  the  cafe  de- 
mands. To  bidod^e  an  ofFenfive  matter,  fo 
clofely  wove  and  interfperfed  within  the  ca- 
vities of  the  inmod  parts,  we  conceived  gentle 
means  might  fucceed  : the  introduction  of  a 
medicine  by  the  lame  channel  as  difeafe  fome- 
times  enters,  appeared  to  us  a rational  mode; 
paying  a drift;  regard  to  the  digedive  organs 
of  the  domach,  which  may  enable  it,  by  a 
proper  didribution  of  the  food,  to  give  ad- 
ditional drength  to  the  whole;  when  health  in- 
creafes,  difeafe  naturally  flirinks  away,  as  light 
difpels  the  darknefs.  As  malignant,  and  other 
humours  are  contracted,  often  infenfibly,  even 
by  the  air  we  breathe  in,  a medicine  fhould 
be  formed,  with  a view  to  contain  a general 
antidote,  whofe  province  diould  be  to  correft 
the  ba'd  difpofition  in  the  blood  with  the  more 
rarefied  fluids,  co  operating  with  nature  : a 
liquid  preparation  feemed  to  us  the  propered 
meffeno'e  r of  our  <mod  intentions.  A medicine 
io  happy  in  its  confequence  was  not  the  refult 
ofaday.  On  trial,  inconveniencies  were  dif- 

covered 
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co\  ered  and  rectified  by  the  preparer,  when- 
ever he  found  it  neceflary  to  vary  it,  either  in 
the  composition,  or  in  the  price.  The  motives, 
we  prefume,  were  justifiable  ; becau  1 lucre 
has  not  been  the  objeft  at  either  time  ; for  the 
Publit  has  received  a proportionable  benefit 
in  the  improvement  of  the  Drops  ; and  we 
trull  they  fhall  have  nocaufe  for  complaint,  or 
arraign  us  as  making  a wanton  abufe  in  the 
important  department  we  now  Hand  in  ; in 
which  we  confider  it  as  an  indifpenfible  duty 
to  ufe  our  difcretion,  guided  by  experience, 
fo  far  as  to  improve  and  extend  the  virtue  of 
the  medicine,  unbialfedby  any  party. 

The  merits  of  our  compofition  we  know, 
and  we  have  feen  its  good  effects.  To  ufe  any 
argument  to  perfuade  the  application,  we  do 
not  wifh  to  dwell  on.  We  point  to  the  cures 
faid  to  be  performed  by  this  invention,  in 
cafes  of  the  Scurvy,  Gout,  Rheumatifm,  &c. 
They  have  been  fcrutinifecl  into,  both  by  cu- 
riofity  and  intereff.  The  truth  of  thefe  cures 
rells  on  the  evidence  of  refpe&able  perfons, 
whole  teftimony  the  neighbours  are  fatisfied 
with.  Many  of  the  cures  come  more  imme- 
diately underourown  infpeclion,  ariling  from 
the  fruits  of  the  Difpenfary  : a plan  beneficial 
to  all  parties.  We  are  ready  to  acknowledge 

many 
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many  of  the  cures,  as  related,  feem  to  be  be- 
yond belief:  the  llranger  isjuhified  in  with- 
holding his  ahent,  until  proper  enquiry  is 
made. — Suppofe,  on  a nice  invefligation  in 
thefe  matters,  it  fhould  be  found  they  are  not 
exaggerated.  Let  the  heart  that  knows  what 
it  is  to  fuffer,  make  the  reply.  The  affhdted 
are  unhappily  made  competent  judges,  whe- 
ther our  obfervations  coincide  with  their 
experience  : it  is  their  duty  and  their  intereft 
to  enquire  into  thefe  reports ; nor  fhould  they 
wait  for  the  approbation  of  thofe  whofe  inte- 
reft  clafhes,  which  will  ever  hinder  a free, 
difpaflionate  enquiry  taking  place,  for  the  mu- 
tual advantage  of  mankind,  however  flrongly 
recommended  by  perfonages,  whofe  advice, 
on  other  occafions,  we  feem  ready  to  court.* 

However  Vanity  or  Humanity  may  extend 
awifh  to  cure  all  parties,  our  power  is  limited. 
Cures  we  frequently  perform,  yet  can  fcarce 
give  credit  to  our  fenfes.  We  are  amazed  at 

what 

* Dr.  Gregory,  in  his  Obfervations  on  the.  Duties  of  a 
Phyfician,  and  on  the  Method  of profecuting  Inquiries  in  Philo- 
fophy,  expreftes  himfelf  thus,  p.  169 — “ I ihall  only  obferve, 
“ as  a fa£t,  that  it  appears,  from  the  hiftory  of  medicine,  that 
“ the  improvements  in  it  were  feldom  owing  to  thofe  phyfi- 
“ cians  who  value  themfelves  upon  being  regular,  fyftematic, 
“ rational  pra&itioncrs,  & c,” 
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what  we  lee.  At  other  times  we  receive  a 
di (appointment,  where  we  flattered  ourfelves 
a fpeedy  acknowledgment.  To  many,  our 
mode  feems  to  be  confined  to  To  Ample  a me- 
thod, it  is  refufed  on  that  account;  forgetting 
great  bleflings  feldom  come  in  pomp,  to  awe, 
but  rather  in  earthen  veflels,  often  formed  by 
fome  plebeian  hand.  It  is  hard  to  fet  proper 
bounds  to  our  prejudice.  A prejudice  is  ne- 
ceflary,  at  times,  otherwife  this  flood-gate  bar 
to  impofitions  would  be  plucked  up,  and 
quackery,  another  name  for  knavery,  would 
rufla  on  the  public  in  a perpetual  torrent.  It 
is  the  duty  of  every  one,  who  (lands  in  need 
of  a medical  director,  to  conAder  attentively  ; 
when  refolved,  they  fhould  not  let  others, 
flrangers  to  their  griefs,  fave  the  name,  pretend 
to  inflrucl.  It  alfo  behoves  the  friends  to  be 
cautious  what  they  fay,  left  it  fhould  fret  the 
patient’s  mind.  The  fcorbutic  fpots  which  are. 
Atuated  on  the  hands  and  face,  are  hard  to 
remove,  being  ever  in  the  fight : everteazing: 
each  fufferer  fancies  every  beholder  fees,  de- 
tefts,  and  fliuns  their  company.  Often,  on 
this  account,  are  voluntary  exiles — fufficient 
caufe  for  failure  in  a medicine  much  fuperior 
to  that  we  offer;  which  let  the  aftli&ed  adopt 
in  open  day,  or  feek  for  a better.  Let  them 

a& 
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a£l  a reviewer’s  part  on  this  publication,  and 
freely  point  out  where  they  think  we  are  cen- 
furable,  either  in  neglect,  or  in  prefuming  too 
much  ; for  zeal,  even  in  a good  caufe,  fome- 
times  needs  a check. 


ON  THE 

APPLICATION  OF  THE  PROPOSED  REMEDY. 

WITH  refpedf  to  the  mode  of  adminiftering 
a medicine,  from  the  ufe  of  which  fo  much 
felicity  is  expected,  the  Prefcriber  has,  in  an 
ample  manner,  taken  care  to  be  explicit  in  the 
Folio  Bill  given  with  each  bottle  of  the  Drops. 

If  the  inftruclions  therein  contained  are  ob- 

\ 

ferved  by  the  patient  with  the  ufual  circum- 
fpeclion  on  thefe  occafions,  it  will  vanquifh 
thofe  imaginary  ills,  which  naturally  occur  to 
a mind  fenfible  of  the  importance  of  health, 
and  will  as  kindly  adminifter  relief,  in  terms 
as  agreeable  and  convenient  as  any  rational 
being  could  well  devife  (more  fo  when  the 
malignancy  of  the  difeafe  is  confidered),  nei- 
ther 
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ther  intruding  on  bufinefs,  or  on  plea  fare. 
Nor  does  the  delicacy  of  peculiarcircumftances ' 
incident  to  the  fair  fex  (even  pregnancy)  for- 
bid the  application  : at  all  feafons  of  the  year 
it  is  peculiarly  friendly,  agreeing  with  the 
bodily  conftitution  in  general,  by  fuiting  the 
dofe,  according  to  either  the  ftrength,  or  the 
age  of  the  patient.  The  time  recommended 
in  adminiftering  the  Drops,  is  at  breakfaft, 
dinner,  and  fupper,  with  a view  to  convey 
the  operative  powers  of  the  medicine  with 
more  eafe  into  the  inmoft  receffes  of  the  ani- 
mal ceconomy.  " By  this  means,  the  virtue 
*'f  of  the  medicine  kindly  mingles  with,  and 
“ more  effectually  infinuates  itfelf  into,  not 
“ only  the  faliva  in  the  ftomach,  but  alfo  all 
“ the  humours  that  flow  into  the  right  venticle 
“ of  the  heart,  as  well  as  the  arteries  and 
veins;  by  which  the  muchdefired  emenda- 
“ tion  and  correction  of  them  are  the  fooner 
“ and  more  eafily  brought  about.”*  By  excels, 
the  molt  innocent  articles,  ufed  to  prolong  life, 
are  made  toact  as  apoifon.  From  the  pleating 
benefit  experienced  in  the  ufe  of  a limited 

number 


* Perfons  may  continue  the  Drops,  with  additional  benefit, 
when  they  go  to  Margate,  Bath,  or  Briftol,  to  drink  or  bathe 
in  thofe  waters  ; but  not  when  they  ufe  the  cold  bath,  without 
lowering  the  dofe  pr.fcribed,  a few  days  before  bathing. 
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number  of  the  Drops,  many  perfons  are  erro 
neoufly  led  to  expect  a greater  one  by  in- 
creating  that  quantity  hill  further  even  than 
their  conflitution  can  bear,  which  is  a miftaken 
and  a hurtful  notion : therefore  the  patient 

would  do  well  to  obferve,  not  to  take  more 

* 

than  he  finds  agreeable,  and  creates  no  difguft 
in  the  Itomach  ; for  that  too  much  medicine 
may  be  as  bad  as  too  much  food,  is  a maxim 
as  evident,  as  that  an  over-quantity  of  oil  will 
rather  clog  up  a machine,  than  facilitate  its 
movement.  The  judicious  adminiflration,  and 
not  the  intrinlic  virtue  of  a medicine,  is  chiefly 
to  be  confided  in,  as  the  leading  principle  to 
attain  the  great  and  falutary  end  it  is  intended 
to  produce. 


/ 

ON  THE  EFFECTS. 

IN  the  adminiflration  of  any  medicine 
propofed  as  a remedy  for  the  recovery  of  health, 
much  candour,  a much  greater  confidence  than 
is  generally  experienced,  is  required  by  the 
party  who  lolicits  relief  through  the  medium 

of 
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of  phyfic,  which  can  only  a6t  agreeably  to 
certain  rules,  originally  inftituted  by  Nature, 
In  all  our  complaints  of  the  human  body,  the 
caufe  fhould  be  the  Jfirfl  objeft  of  confidera- 
tion  : application  of  a remedy,  the  fecond  ; and 
laffly,  the  effecl,  therefult  of  fuch  confidera- 
tionand  application.  From  thefecircumffances 
repeatedly  acted  over  on  various  perfons  af- 
flicted with  different  maladies,  fome  general 
Gonclufion  may  be  drawn,  profitable  and  edi- 
fying to  thofe  perfons  who  are  interefted  there- 
in; which  has  enabled  the  Prefcriber  to  form 
a medicine,  the  intention  of  which  is  to  a£t  as 
an  alterative,  eafy  in  its  adminiflration,  pow- 
erful in  its  executive  office,  and  fo  far  from 
givingoffence  to  the  nervous  fyftem,  that  it 
is  peculiarly  friendly  to  that  part,  as  alfo  a 
ftrengthener  of  the  ftomach,  being  endued 
with  the  quality  of  promoting  the  digeftion  of 
the  aliment,  thereby  preventing  wind  from 
accumulating — frequently  the  caufe  of  head- 
aches, vapours,  and  other  indifpofitions  of  the 
like  nature.  In  various  confhitutions,  a variety 
of  fenfations  are  experienced  by  the  affli&ed, 
who  recur  to  the  Drops  for  relief.  Sometimes 
the  merits  of  the  medicine  are  difplayed,  in 
expelling  the  humours  more  to  the  furface  of 

the 
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the  /kin,  owing  to  the  afliftance  Nature  re- 
ceives. This  will  fometimes  alarm,  and  be 
taken  for  an  indication  that  the  malady  is 
worfe;  whereas  it-  is  a promifing  fign  of  the 
operation  ending  quickly  with  the  defired 
effe£l;  At  other  times,  for  a while  the  hur 
mours  ebb  and  flow,  as  it  were,  alternately, 
owing  to  change  of  weather,  and  other  acci- 
dental circumftances  : in  fome  perfons,  thefe 
alterations  are  not  obferved  ; but  the  fpots, 
heats,  running  wounds,  frightfully  large  and 
deep,  contract  and  heal  up  ; fwelled  limbs, 
fliflf,  and  full  of  pain,  become  pliant,  and 
return  obedient  to  their  refpeftive  ftations  ; 
feurfs  on  the  head  and  body  diminifh  gra- 
dually, and  leave  the  /kin  fmooth : Rheuma- 
tic and  Gouty  complaints  find  redrefs  :*  Ner- 
vous diforders  give  way  to  flrength:  a livelier 
colour  is  once  more  obferved  to  dawn  on  the 
face.  In  advancing  the  above  aflertions,  we 
are  warranted  by  the  numerous  opportunities 
we  have  had  of  obferving  the  good  effects  of 

the 


* As  we  confider  the  Rheumatifm,  except  when  it  arifes  from 
a cold,  to  be,  in  a great  meafure,  owing  to  the  fame  caufe  as 
the  Gout,  we  have  not  thought  it  at  all  requilite  to  fay  any  thing 
in  particular  of  that  diforder,  in  the  cure  ot  which  our  Drops 
have  been  remarkably  fuccefsiul. 
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the  medicine  in  various  Aages,  and  a diverfity 
of  cafes  that  our  Difpenfary,*  inftituted  17 73, 
hath  furnifhed  towards  inftru&ion.  The  af- 
flicted recurring  to  them,  and  to  other  re- 
fpe&able  perfonages,  may  find  a pleafing 
profpeft  of  relief,  perceiving,  as  they  will, 
the  mod  unfufpected  averments  of  cafes  fo 
very  extraordinary  of  themfelves,  and  fo  for- 
tunate in  their  circumflances  of  cure,  as  at 
once  to  claim  their  fulleft  credit : even  many 
of  the  Faculty  have  frequently  witneffed  to  the 
truth  : nor  can  we  doubt,  from  the  very  great 
experience  already  obtained  of  the  excellency 
of  the  Drops,  that  whatever  is  to  be  performed 
by  medicine,  either  in  the  Scurvy  or  in  the 
Gout,  may  be  hoped  for,  from  the  alterative 
known  efficacy  of  the  medicine,  the  tendency 
of  which  is  to  purify  the  animal  fluids,  quicken 
the  circulation  of  the  blood,  and  check  or 
deflroy  thofe  corrofive  humours  which  give 

- rife 

The  plan  on  which  it  is  conducted  has  been  repeatedly 
announced  in  the  papers— every  creditable  houfekeeper’s  re- 
commendation is  attended  to.  Many  difpenfaries  have  been 
fupported  with  great  oflentation ; but  lor  real  benefit,  an  eafy 
form  of  admifiion,  unafiilled  by  lolicited  fubfcriptions  of  the 
nobility,  1 will  place  my  humble  feheme  in  the  fcale  of  compe- 
tition for  public  patronage, — The  number  relieved  aic  10,805. 

M 
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rife  to  di (agreeable,  un Tightly  irritations  on  the 
{kin,  or  inflammatory  fwellings;  fufficient 
caufe  to  render  the  (ituation  of  the  afflicted 
uncomfortable,  although  furrounded  with  af- 
fluence; which  brings  to  remembrance  the 
pleafing  ideas  of  former  times,  when  they 
enjoyed  Freedom. — Could  they  once  more 
regain  their  health,  they  would  be  indifferent 
as  to  the  fhape  or  the  manner  of  the  Conveyer 
of  fo  great  a blefling  ; for  praife  they  would 
give — where  praife  was  due. 


THE  E JV  D. 


APPENDIX 


APPENDIX 

O F 


CURES,  Sec. 


c 


u 


R 


E 


S 


PERFORMED  BY  THE 

i * 

i 

ANTISCORBUTIC  DROPS, 

PREPARED  BY 

FRANCIS  SPILSBURY, 

Chymtft , Soho-Square,  London. 

AS  Medicines  of  real  efficacy  can  never  be  with- 
out the  mod  fatisfadtory  vouchers  of  their  me- 
rit, the  lubfequent  cafes  are  relpedtfully  fubmitted,  no 
lets  in  teflimony  of  the  unrivalled  reputation  of  the 
Antifcorbutic  Drops,  than  for  the  information  of 
the  affiidted,  who  will  not  fail  upon  reading  them 
to  meet  with  the  mofl  happy  cures  of  disorders 
fimilar  to  their  own ; and  it  furely  is  not  faying  too 
much,  that  the  benefit  done  to  one  may  be  expe- 
rienced by  another . Various  fervices  have  probably 
been  done  by  the  uie  of  thefe  drops  that  have  never 
reached  our  knowledge;  many  patients  whom  we 
know  have  received  the  compleateft  cures,  but 
feelings  of  delicacy  deny  us  the  privilege  of  an- 
nouncing them  to  the  world.  Thus  eircumftanced, 
we  beg  leave  to  appeal  to  the  candid,  and  to  fubmit 
the  after-mentioned  cafes,  not  as  the  whole  that 
might  be  given,  were  patients  equally  communi- 
cative, but  as  Jufficient  to  demonftrate  that  the  me- 
dicine is,  in  its  extenfive  practice , rather  fiuperior 
than  otherwife  to  the  expectations  that  may  be  formed 
from  the  grcatnejs  of  its  promifes . 

B 


( * ) 

No.  XII*. 


MR.  Thomas,  of  Sp'.talftlJs,  had  heen  many  years  affli&ed  with  an  invete- 
rate fcurvy  ; his  legs  had  large  hlotches  covered  with  fcurf,  that  peeled  off, 
and  new  ones  came;  his  head  was  almoft  covered  with  l'curf,  that  (tuck  very 
hard,  and  were  greatly  inflamed ; a humor  ran  from  them  that  fmelt  ftrong, 
and  his  eyes  were  weak.  By  the  ufe  of  thefe  Drops,  and  a cooling  regimen, 
he  recovered  his  health,  and  at  this  time  has  not  a (pot  to  be  feen. 

XIII. 

S I R>  _ Abingdon-freet , IVefminJier,  Feb.  3,  1770. 

As  my  complaint  is  peculiar,  and  the  benefit  I have  received  from  your 
Drops  had  a ftirprifing  tfleil  in  curing  me,  I am  defirous  it  may  be  publiflied 
for  the  benefit  of  the  affli&ed.  I have  been  troubled  with  eruptions  of  a dry 
fcurf  over  rnoft  parts  of  my  body  leveral  years,  a fwelling  in  one  of  my  legs, 
no  pain,  but  a great  itching  and  hind,  attended  with  an  uncommon  lownefs  of 
fpirit,  and  a great  weaknels  and  cold  conftitution.  I tried  many  things,  but 
to  no  purpofe,  after  which  I was  recommended  to  your  Drops  ; on  the  taking 
of  three  bottles  I found  my  weaknels  to  abate,  and  my  health  to  return  gra- 
dually, and  by  continuing  the  ufe  of  your  medicine  I am  perfectly  cured. 

I am.  Sir,  with  a heart  full  of  gratitude,  your  well-wifher, 

ELIZ.  HOPKINS. 


XIV. 

Mr.  Lofts,  of  Norwich,  prefents  his  refpe61s  to  the  Proprietor  of  the  Uni- 
verfal  Antifcorbutic  Dfops,  and  is  obliged  to  him  for  his  advice,  particularly 
in  regard  to  his  child’s  mouth  ; and  has  the  pleafure  of  acquainting  him  of  the 

perfect  recovery  of  his  fon’s  dilorder,  by  the  conftant  ufe  of  his  drops. 

His  cafe  He  was  affli£ted  with  the  leprofy,  which  firft  came  out  in  fpots, 
then  pimples,  which  fpread  and  turned  into  large  fcurf,  fometimes  dry,  and 
fometimes  moift,  attended  with  a fever;  the  lips  parched  up,  the  gums  eat 
away,  and  fmelt  very  ftrong  ; every  morning  a white  lea  was  upon  them, 
which  wa(hed  away ; when  he  got  better  the  fcurf  came  off,  (as  defcribed  in 
your  book)  and  the  humor  gradually  ceafed,  till  the  natural  fkin  appeared, 
•you  have  my  leave  to  publiflt  this.-  lam.  Sir,  your  humble  fervant, 

January  15,1770.  L.  LOFTSf. 

XV. 

SIR,  Greenwich,  Feb.  9,  J770. 

I have  for  ten  years  paft  had  an  obftinate  fcurvy,  which  baffled  the  art  of  me- 
dicine from  different  hands  ; likewife  the  Bath  water.  Bathing  in  the  fea  pro- 
duced no  cure,  for  like  the  fea  it  ebbed  and  flowed.  Hearing  great  praife  of 
your  medicine,  I was  induced  to  make  trial  of  it,  and  a few  bottles  convinced 
me  it  was  deferving  of  it;  my  fpirits  and  appetite,  which  before  were  weak, 
increafed  amazingly;  my  fcorbutic  blotches,  which  infefled  my  face  and 
body,  began  to  difappear ; my  body  is  now  regular,  which  before  was  coftive, 
and  by  taking  ten  bottles  I am  veftored  almoft  to  another  perfon,  to  the  furprife 
of  all  my  acquaintance.  Your  obliged  humble  fervant, 

S.  CREECH. 


XVI. 

SIR,  Chelfea,  June  23.  1771. 

I have  the  pleafure  to  acquaint  you,  that  my  wife  has  received  a perfeft  cure 
of  an  inveterate  fcurvy  by  taking  your  excellent  Drops,  and  complying  with 
your  advice  ; as  her  complaint  is  fo  very  common  to  the  human  frame,  it  would 
•be  injuftice  in  me  to  conceal  it  from  the  public.  She  had  been  troubled  with 
•flight  eruptions  on  her  (kin  from  a child,  on  different  parts  of  the  body,  that 


* The  cures  performed  by  Mr.  Spillbury's  Drops  increafe  in  number  fo  much,  that 
it  was  fuggefted  the  omiflion  of  eleven  cures  in  this  edition  might  be  difpenied  with, 
which  is  the  reafon  why  No.  XII.  (lands  noted  as  the  firft  cure. 

•f-  The  medicine  prefcribed  for  the  gums  when  eaten  away,  as  mentioned,  with  a cor- 
frofive  matter,  is  very  efficacious,  and  is  as  follows:  Take  t injure  of  myrrh  androfe 
water  an  ounce  of  each,  honey  of  rofes  four  drachms,  elixir  of  vitrol  fufficient  to  give  it 
an  agreeable  acid  ; dip  a feather,  and  touch  the  part  tour  timer  a day.  This  gargle  may 
be  ufed  for  a fore  mouth,  . 

did 


( 3 ) 

did  not  lift  long  at  a time,  but  went  and  ca/ne  a?  the  year  proved  favourable. 
Abnut -oglu  years  ago  the  diforder  began  to  fettle,  and  increal’ed  on  feveral 
parts  of  the  body,  arms,  legs,  face,  and  the  crown  of  her  head,  with  a dry 
lcurf,  which  came  off,  and  then  difcharged  a yellow  corroftve  matter,  particvi - 
Jaily  thole  blotdics  on  her  Kgs,  which  heated  and  itched  prodigiouily  ; heb 
complexion  was  yellow,  her  Itomach  could  not  tl i gelt  her  food,  but  was  gene- 
rally thrown  tip  again  with  a lorenels  that,  let  her  teeth  on  edge  ; no  defue  to 
It j r about,  but  heavinels  hung  upon  her,  and  when  the  fores  on  t He  head  did 
not  run,  a head  ach  and  dimnefs  of  light  generally  attended,  which  went  away 
again  on  a difeharge  of  the  humour.  Such  was  her  Iituation  when  ftie  began 
to  take  your  valuable  medicine,  with  the  thin!  buttle  of  which  (he  found  an 
alteration,  and  by  perlcvering  in  the  ufe,  has  had  the  happinels  to  be  reftored  to 
her  health  entirely,  and  is  free  from  thole  tirelome  complaints.  It  is  now  fivf 
months  fince  (he  took  any  Drops. 

I am,  Oir,  with  great  refpeft,  your  humble  feivant, 

FLETCHER  READEN. 

XVII. 

SIR,  PreJIon,  Dec.  i,  1772; 

I (hould  be  wanting  in  gratitude  to  you,  and  companion  to  my  fellow. (of- 
ferers, did  I not  make  public  the  cure  I have  received  by  taking  your  valuable 
medicine.  Know,  Sir,  I have  been  afflifled  upwards  of  feven  years  with 
eruptions  on  feveral  parts  of  my  body,  like  the  leprofy,  with  branny  feurf 
which  robbed  off  eafiiy,  but  came  again  with  itchings,  and  at  times  ran  and 
fmelt  very  bad  ; likewife  large  pimples  on  my  face,  full  of  matter.  Having 
tried  many  tilings,  I began  to  defpair  j but  hearing  fo  much  faid  in  the  praife 
of  your  Drops,  I ordered  half  a dozen,  and  found  them  exceed  my  hopes,  and 
by  continuing  them  am  perfectly  cured. 

I am,  Sir,  with  much  refpeft,  your  moll  humble  fervant, 

• ZACH.  TOMKINS. 

XVJII. 

Edward  Edwards,  of  Wither' s-court,  Whitecrofs  -Jlreet,  Lendop,  maketh 
03th,  that  he  the  faid  deponent  was  afflnffed  with  a fcorbutic  humour  for  feveral 
years  paft  in  his  face,  which  occafioned  his  lips  to  fwell  to  that  bignefs  fo  as 
to  difturt  his  face,  and  prevent  him  from  (peaking  plain;  likewife,  on  his 
arms  and  other  parts  of  his  body  large  bumps  as  big  as  hazle  nuts  frequently 
came  out  with  burning  hear  like  fire,  after  taking  feveral  things  to  no  pur- 
pofe.  The  faid  deponent  alfo  declares,  that  lie  had  heard  of  the  great  cures 
performed  by  the  Univerfal  Ant'lcor^ut'c  Drops,  upon  which  lie  took  one 
dozen  of  bottles,  by  the  foie  ul'e  of  which  he  has  obtained  a perfefl.  cure,  and 
now  remains  in  perfe6l  health. 

E.  EDWARDS.  ' 

Sworn  at  the  Guildhall  of  the  City  of  London  this  6th  day  of  May,  1772^ 
before  me,  J.  BIRD. 

XIX. 

SIR,  Ruthin,  in  Waifs,  Now.  19,  1772, 

It  was  with  great  reln&ance  I could  be  perfuaded  to  try  your  medicine,  (after 
I had  taken  fo  many  in  vain)  though  it  came  with  a powerful  recommendation, 
viz.  the  cure  of  a friend.  I was  afflifled  above  eight  years,  ftruggling  with  a 
complication  of  fcorbutic  diforders,  bad  digeftion,  an  ulcerated  leg,  frequently 
troubled  with  the  piles,  a feurf  on  the  head  and  other  parts  of  the  body, 
which  fealed  off  like  the  leprofy,  and  fometimes  itched  fo  terribly,  that  I often 
fcraiched  the  place  till  it  was  raw;  fuch  was  my  condition  when  I began  to 
rake  your  Drops.  Wonderful  indeed!  After  I had  taken  a few  bottles  I 
found  an  amazibg  difference,  and  by  continuing  them  three  months  I was  quite 
reftored  to  my  health,  and  am  now  entirely  free  from  thofe  dreadful  complaints. 
With  pleafure  I recommend  them  to  the  afflifled. 

And  am^  Sir,  with  gratitude,  your  moll  obliged  humble  fervant, 

O.  HINSDEN# 


XX.  Silt 


C 4 ) 

XX. 


SIR,  Litchfield,  Jatt.  1775. 

I had  long  laboured  under  a complaint  of  the  fcorbutic  cancerous  kind, 
which  rendered  my  life  burthen fon^e,  viz.  feven  ulcers  in  my  legs  which  had 
eaten  very  deep,  a bad  habit  of  body*  frequently  in  a fever,  accompanied  with 
a foetid  breath  ; on  my  head  feveial  fores,  fometimes  dry,  other  times  moift,  a 
great  wearinefs  by  day,  little  or  no  reft  by  night,  and  that  clifturbed  ; my 
blood  very  hot,  and  itched  violently,  particularly  in  the  winter  feafon,  as  you 
have  particularly  deferibed  in  your  ufeful  Treatife  on  the  Scurvy,  th  • reading 
of  which  fit'll  determined  me  to  make  ttfe  of  your  excellent  medicine,  by  the 
ufe'of  which  I gradually  recovered,  and  am  now  in  perfeft  health,  entirely 
free  from  thofe  complaints ; it  is  now  five  months  linre  I left  off  taking  the 
Drops.  In  gratitude  for  your  advice,  and  juftice  to  your  noble  medicine,  you 
have  leave  to  publifh  this.  lam.  Sir,  your  humble  fervant, 

EL.  RIPPIN. 


XXI. 


SIR,  Malden,  in  EJfex,  Feb.  21,  1773. 

As  a farther  teftimony  of  yottr  Drops,  and  a fatisfafbon  to  the  public,  I do 
hereby  acknowledge  the  great  benefit  I have  received  by  an  cafy,  expeditious 
cure  cf  an  inveterate  fcorbutic  leprofy,  difperfed  over  feveral  parts  of  my 
head  and  body  ' in  large  blotches,  attended  with  lownefs  of  fpii  its,  and  an  ex- 
ceftive  itching,  which  fmelt  intolerably  when  thedifeharge  was  profule. — T was 
affli6Ied  feveral  yeais,  and  at  a prodigious  expence,  all  to  no  purpole,  but 
grew  worfe.  One  day  I read  a remarkable  cafe,  cured  by  fix  bottles,  which 
determined  me  to  try  your  medicine.  Happily  for  me  a few  bottles  allayed 
the  itching,  and  my  fores  began  to  decreafe:  I continued,  and  by  taking 

ten  bottles  am  perfectly  recovered,  and  now  enjoy  my  health.  You  have  my 
leave  to  publifh  this. 

I am,  Sir,  your  ever  obliged  fervant, 

ANT.  BENTON. 


XXII. 

SIR,  Stow,  in  Glouceferjhire,  June  1,  1773. 

What  pleafure  muff  it  give  me  (who  has  been  feverely  affiiffed  with  an  inve- 
terate i’curvy  over  feveral  parts  of  my  body  fojr  feveral  years)  to  acquaint  you 
I am  cured  by  taking  of  feven  bottles  of  your  valuable  Drops,  after  having 
tried  many  other  medicines  in  vain.  You  have  my  leave  to  publifh  this. 

I am,  Sir,  your  humble  fervant, 

H.  LEWINGTON. 

XXIII. 

Likewife  Mary  Robinfon , a maid-fervant,  at  Goldfmith's  coffee-houfe,  Lon- 
don, was  cured  by  four  bottles  of  a bad  furfeit,  (caught  by  drinking  cold 
water  when  fhe  was  hot)  which  broke  out  in  yellow  unfightly  fpots  about  the 
neck,  and  other  bad  lymptoms.  June  15,  1773. 

XXIV. 


SIR,  London,  June  17,1773. 

By  the  recommendation  of  a friend,  who  was  cured  of  a fcorbutic  com- 
plaint by  two  bottles  of  your  Univerfal  Antifcorbutic  Drops,  I was  induced 
to  try  them  for  an  inveterate  feurvy,  which  was  as  follows  For  feveial  years 
I was  affii&ed  with  eruptions,  which  at  laft  fettled  on  my  arm,  and  was  fo 
fwelled,  and  in  fuch  a bad,  painful,  inflamed  condition,  as  to  fear  the  lofs  of 
it.  I applied  to  an  eminent  furgeon,  but  without  relief;  I then  was  a patient 
at  the  London  Hofpital,  but  could  not  getcured;  the  fwelling  was  abated,  but 
left  a fixed  large  liver-coloured  place  as  broad  as  the  palm  of  my  hand  above 
my  wrift,  which  fometimes  was  fo  had  as  to  oblige  me  to  leave  my  place  at 
fervicc.  On  taking  five  of  the  bottles  the  large  fpots  and  all  others  were  en- 
tirely removed,  and  my  fkin  quite  fmooth  ; and  by  taking  three  more  I am 
perfe&Iy  cured,  and  have  not  found  the  lead  return  of  my  difotder.  Any 
perfon  calling  at  No.  22,  lVood-freet,  Chtapfde,  may  he  fully  fatisfied  ol  the 
truth  and  particulars,  I am,  Sir,  your  humble  ^'jVj3n-gURDEN 

XXV.  This 


( s ) 


Tlii*  is  to  certify,  that  T Thomas  Roach,  l°n  °f  Patrick  Roach,  of  the  parifh 
of  donation,  in  the  county  of  Down,  was  afflified  for  feveral  years  palt  with 
an  obftinate  fcurbutic  d border  all  over  my  body  and  arms,  tor  which  I hail 
taken  many  medicines  without  finding  any  benefit,  and  from  the  virulence  of 
the  Jiiorder  had  almo«  defpaired  of  recovery  ; but  being  recommended  to  try 
your  Univerlnl  Antifcorbutic  Drops,  1 found  fix  bottles  of  that  valuable  me- 
dicine produce  a convincing  proof  of  its  fiirprilmg  efficacy,  by  compleatiug  a 
cure  to  the  aftonilhment  of  every  perl  n that  had  teen  the  (Lite  of  the  difordet  ; 
it  is  now  feveral  months  lince  I quitted  taking  the  Drops,  and  I have  not  found 
the  lead  fymptums  of  its  returning.  Given  under  my  hand,  OH.  ?9,  1773. 

1 r 1 THO.  ROACH. 


WitnefTes — John  Caujield, 
Ireland. 


merchant,  and  R.  Stevenfon,  bookfeller,  in  Newsy, 
XXVl. 


SIR,  . November  4,  1773. 

A few  years  ago  I got  a bad  forfeit  by  drinking  cold  water  when  hot,  which 
foon  broke  out  in  an.  inflammatory  ralh  on  my  arms  and  other  parts  of  my 
body,  which  itched  intolerably.  Having  tried  various  medicines,  with  the  a f- 
fi  (lance  of  one  of  the  hofpitals,  all  to  no  purpof'e,  I lieard  of  the  extraordinary 
cures  your  Univerfnl  Drops  had  performed  ; I tried  fome  of  them,  and  happily 
for  me,  eight  bottles  cured  me  without  trouble  or  pain. 

I am.  Sir,  with  gratitude,  your  humble  fervant. 

S JACKSON. 

At  Mr.  S toe  fjord's.  No.  22,  Gutter-lane , Cheapfide , London. 


XXVII. 


SIR,  Turnmill Jlreet,  Jan.  10,  T774. 

The  kimlnefs  I have  received  at  your  hands  (in  curing  me  of  an  inveterate 
fcoibtitic  diforder  by  vour  Uim-erlal  Antifcorbutic  Drops,  when  I was  in  the 
midft  of  delpair,  having  tried  many  medicines  in  vain)  demands  the  tribute 
of  a grateful  acknowledgment  ; and  for  an  encouragement'  to  others  I will 
relate  my  cafe  : —Tvvas  afflifled  near  (even  years,  chiefly  on  my  left  arm,  from 
my  elbow  to  the  wrift,  which  formed  a cruft,  and  a continual  ('cabling  humor 
ran  down  on  my  fingers  ends,  the  fame  on  my  neck,  a large  place  which  run 
to  my  waift,  and  itched  fo  intolerably,  that  I fcratched  in  my  deep  to  fuch  a 
degree  that  I was  frequently  raw  ; my  llomach  was  weak,  and  in  fo  poor  a 
date,  that  almoft  every  day  there  came  off  half  a pint  of  clear  water,  and 
continually  drowfy ; every  one  that  knew  me  laid  I was  in  a deep  confumptiun. 
After  I had  taken  four  bottles  my  ftomach  was  much  ftrengthened,  and  I 
mended  daily,  and  by  continuing  am  perfeflly  reftored  to  my  health,  and  free 
from  ail  complaints,  as  hundreds  in  the  neighbourhood  can  teftify. 

I am,  Sir,  your  humble  fervant, 

W.  TURLEY. 

WitnefTes — Mr.  Evans,  at  the  Turk's  Head,  Turnsnill -Jlreet,  and  Edward 
Harrifon,  IVelt-Jireet,  Oxford-road. 


XXVIII. 

SIR,  London,  March  5,  1774. 

If  mankind  in  general  were  ready  to  communicate  to  the  public  the  good 
efte&s  they  receive  fiom  medicines,  many  perfons  would  be  infinitely  obliged 
to  them,  as  they  might  be  relieved  (at  a very  fmall  expence)  from  the  moft  dread- 
ful complaints,  as  I have  been,  which  induces  me  to  defire  you  will  publifhmine 
and  which  is  as  follows  : — About  eight  years  ago  a bad  irritating  humor  broke 
out  on  my  body,  arms,  and  legs,  in  fmall  pimples,  which  itched  intolerably, 
and  kept  growing  worfe,  fo  that  the  humor  got  fo  (bong  as  to  efft’61  my  eye- 
fight,  attended  with  a bad  head-ach  and  pimpled  face,  accompanied  with  a 
loft  appetite  and  a fever  : after  having  tried  various  medicines  to  little  piirpofe, 
I was  advifed  to  try  your  Univerfal  Antifcorbutic  Drops;  alter  I had  taken 
two  battles  I found  relief  in  my  head  and  eyes,  but  the  medicine  then  forced 
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the  humor  out  in  a number  of  large  boils  on  my  body,  fome  of  which  were  at 
broad  as  a crown  piece,  and  cl  i (charged  a foul  corrofive  matter  for  fever,  weeks, 
and  then  healed  up  gradually.  I continued  taking  the  Drops,  which  created 
an  appetite,  and  agieed  with  me  very  well,  and  Vo  purified  my  blood,  that  I 
am  now  entiiely  free  from  all  complaints,  having  not  taken  more  than  eleven 
bottles.  Any  perfon  calling  at  No.  5,  Charing- crofs,  oppofite  Northumberland- 
loufe,  fliall  be  i'aiisfied  ot  the  truth  of  the  above. 

I am,  Sir,  your  obliged  humble  fervant, 

JOHN  VALENTINE. 

XXIX. 

March  5,  1774. 

Mr.  Sagoe,  keeper  of  the  toll  at  the  Obelifk,  Blackfriars -bridge,  was  very 
much  afflifted  with  the  gout  in  his  feet,  but  was  fo  much  relieved  by  one  five 
ihd.ing  bottle,  and  a deco£tion  of  farfaparilla  at  night,  that  its  a few  days  he 
was  able  to  wear  a common  (hoe,  to  the  great  furprife  of  all  his  acquaintance. 

XXX. 

April  2,  1774. 

Thomas  Granby,  four  years  old,  fon  of  Mr.  Granby,  at  No.  2,  Britannia 
row,  Lambeth,  near  Wejlminfiir- bridge,  was  terribly  afflicted  with  a bad  ul- 
cerated head,  and  other  fwellings  and  pimples  on  his  body,  but  cured  by  two 
bottles  only.  After  taking  the  firft  bottle  the  fores  Jifcharged  a foul  corrofive 
matter,  which  fmelt  intolerably,  and  then  healed  up  gradually,  as  ufual  in 
thofe  complaints. 

XXXI. 

This  is  to  certify,  that  my  daughter,  of  fourteen  months  old,  was  cured 
(by  one  leven  fhilling  bottle  of  Sp  lfbury’s  Antifcorbutic  Drops)  of  a very 
bad  fwclling  on  the  ear,  of  feveral  weeks  (landing,  which  run  a foul  matter, 
and  the  humor  crept  along  the  cheek  with  a white  feurf,  which  peeled  off  and 
then  came  again.  Witnefs  my  hand. 

May  14,  1774.  JOHN  CRAWFORD. 

At  the  Cajile,  near  the  Turnpike,  Wejlminjler -bridge,  Surry . 

XXXII. 

June,  15,  1774. 

Mrs.  Jane  Stcaicnfon,  of  Stamford,'  Lincoln,  who  was  troubled  with  the 
feur.vy,  attended  with  lownefs  of  l’pirits,  rheumatic  pains,  and  lofs  of  appetite, 
for  near  two  years,  was  cured  by  five  bottles.  Witnefles,  LI.  Steojenfon , and 
William  Hoy  re,  bookfeller,  of  Stamford. 

XXXIII. 

SIR,  Sept.  4,  1774. 

I have  the  pleafure  to  acquaint  you,  that  by  taking  of  your  valuable  Drops  I 
avrf  perfectly  cured  of  an  inveterate  lcorbtitic  humor,  that  had  fettled  on  the 
lower  part  of  my  face  for  fifteen  years  ; it  was  dreadful  to  look  on,  and  too 
bad  to  he  deferibed,  forming  a cruft  all  round  my  mouth,  fo  bad  fometimes 
shat  I could  l’carce  open  my  mouth  to  take  food  in;  it  run  very  much,  and 
when  it  was  fhaved  off  grew  again  in  a night's  time.  I took  feveral  advertifed 
sanslicines,  and  had  the  belt  advice  of  the  Faculty,  but  found  no  reliefs  at  1 alt 
jpn  being  told  what  aftonilhing  cures  in  various  cafes  your  medicine  had  per- 
formed, induced  me  to  try  them;  and  to  the  furprife  of  myfelf  and  all  my  ac- 
quaintance, before  I had  taken  fix  bottles  I was  entirely  relieved  from  my  mi* 
fery,  and  it  has  not  fhewed  any  ligns  of  returning  again.  I defire  you  will 
pubiilh  this,  that  the  afflicted  may  know  where  to  find  relief. 
r R.  BAKER, 

ivory  turner,  in  Red  lion  Court)  Old-Jlreet,  London. 


XXXIV, 
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XXXIV. 

OfioberZ,  1774. 

This  is  to  certify,  that  I Abraham  Geers,  of  Grey's -inn -lane,  HoJbans, 
London,  have  been  afflicted  for  fever*!  years  with  an  ohftinate  fcorbutic  di(- 
order,  attended  with  great  itching  on  my  body  and  arms,  for  which  1 had 
taken  many  medicines  in  vain  ; and  from  the  malignancy  and  the  continuance 
of  the  complaint  had  del'paired  of  relief,  tor  the  humor  had  cat! fed  a pain  in 
my  head,  with  deafnefs,  for  nine  months,  which  rendered  me  incapable  of  my 
huSnefs  ; but  by  the  blefling  of  God,  and  taking  ten  fmall  bottles  of  Spilf- 
bury’s  Antifcorbutic  Drops,  am  perfectly  cured  of  my  deafnefs  and  the  above 
di folders. — WitnelTcs  to  the  laid  cure, 

Mr.  G.  Stevens,  Tajh-Jlreet , Gray' s -inn -lane. 

Mr.  J.  Cotter , in  Fox-court,  Gray' s-inu-lane. 

XXXV. 

OElober  u,  1774. 

Mrs.  Church,  at  Mr.  Allen's,  in  Old  Tuthill-Jlreet,  Wejlmirtjler,  afflifted^  ter- 
ribly with  the  Rheumatifm  near  fourteen  months,  l'o  as  to  deprive  her  of  the 
exercife  of  her  iitnbs,  and  red  at  night,  by  reafon  of  the  pain,  accompanied 
with  a fever,  cured  by  thirteen  fmall  bottles  of  Spillbury’s  Univerfal  Anti- 
i'corbutic  Drops. 

XXXVI. 

Joan  Read,  fervant  to  Mr.  Cranjlon,  mailer  of  one  of  the  city  of  Edin- 
burgh's fchools,  was  grievnufly  alfliited  with  a mod  inveterate  (curvy,  lb  that 
lier  whole  body  was  almoft  covered  over  with  a thick  l’curf,  which  came  off 
at  times  in  large  pieces,  and  immediately  grew  as  thick  as  formerly 5 and 
having  been  informed  of  the  happy  effefls  of  Spilfbury’s  Antifcorbutic  Me* 
dicine,  and  that  he  was  fo  charitable  as  to  order  Mr.  Elliot  to  give  it  gratis  to 
two  patients  that  were  not  able  to  pay  for  it,  application  was  made  for  her, 
and  by  the  ule  of  it  alone  flic  is  now  perfeitly  cured  of  that  diforder  ; and  for 
gratitude  to  Mr.  Spilfbury,  as  alfo  for  the  information  of  others  who  may 
labour  under  the  like  diforder,  ftie  delires  this  may  be  made  public. 

Edinburgh,  Dec.  10,  1774.  JAMES  CRANSTON. 

N.  B.  As  a farther  proof  of  the  efficacy  of  thefe  Drops  in  this  country,  any 
perfon  calling  at  Mr.  Elliot's  may  have  the  perufal  of  letters  from  feverai  pei- 
fons  who  would  notchoole  to  appear  in  print. 

XXXVI. 

I William  Coljior.,  wright,  in  Portlburgh,  (or  Weft  Port)  having  a daughter 
of  twelve  years  of  age,  who  upwards  ef  three  years  ago,  by  a fall,  got  her 
leg  feratched  a little  above  her  ankle,  which  in  a Ihorf  time  caufed  an  inflamm ac- 
tion, which  fpread  for  feverai  inches,  and  at  laft  formed  into  an  ulcer,  or  boil, 
which  gathered  and  broke  alternately  for  feverai  months  ; and  after  trying  in 
vain  mod  of  the  doftors  in  Edinburgh,  I at  laft  procured  from  Mr.  Elliot, 
bookfeller,  in  Edinburgh,  fome  of  Mr.  Spilfbury’s  Univeral  Antifcorbutic 
Drops,  and  began  to  ufe  them  in  the  month  of  January  laft,  and  have  conti- 
nued tiling  them,  according  to  his  diredlions,  till  the  prefent  time$  by  the  ufe 
of  which,  and  tiie  bleffing  of  God,  flie  is  now  perfectly  recovered.  Out  of 
gratitude  to  Mr.  Spillbury,  and  companion  for  thole  in  like  diftrefs,  I think  it 
my  duty  to  make  public  this  cure,  that  others  may  not  lofc  the  opportunity  of 
Being  cured  alfo. 

Edinburgh,  March  10,  1775.  WM.  COLSTON. 

xi  That  the  above-figned  William  Coition  hath  relided  many  years  in  the  Weft: 
“ Kirk  parilh,  and  is  of  an  unexceptionable  character,  is  attefted  by  us, 

JOHN  GIBSON,  Minijter.— JOSEPH  GAVIN,  Elder." 

XXXVII. 

NevJcaJUe,  April  20,.  1775. 

A gentleman’s  maid. fervant  in  Newcajlle  upon  Tyne  was  lb  alfliffed  with  the 
feurvy  that  her  hands  became  fo  much  contracted  as  to  difable  her  from  work- 
ing ; 
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Ing;  8ml  on  applying  to  a gentleman  of  the  faculty,  he  told  her  die  had  no 
remedy  hut  keeping  her  hands  from  water;  hut  hearing  of  the  wonderful  ef- 
ficacy of  Spillbury's  Drops,  flic  took  only  two  of  his  bottles,  which  redored 
her  hands  to  their  former  ftate,  and  the  is  now  perfectly  able  to  perform  her 
work.  The  truth  of  this  may  be  known  by  applying  to  Mr.  Saint,  printer 
of  the  NeiucajHe  paper. 

XXXVIII. 

S I R>  ^ London,  May  3>  1775. 

I (hill  always  think  myfelf  obliged  to  acknowledge  the  very  great  benefit  I 
have  received  by  taking  your  Drops,  which  has  had  a happy  effeft,  by  re- 
lieving me  from  diforders  that  had  reduced  me  to  the  lowed  ebb.  Although  I 
made  ufe  of,  and  took  a multitude  of  prefcriptiotts  of  fome  of  the  mod  emi- 
nent phyficians  in  London,  and  likewii'e  fevcral  bottles  of  an  advertifed  medi- 
cine, and  made  three  journies  to  Margate  without  receiving  any  relief  whatever, 
and  Was  almod  in  defpair  of  ever  being  cured,  when  happily  I was  advil'ed  ta 
make  a trial  of  your  Drops,  which  have  given  me  new  life,  though  near  fifty 
years  of  age,  and  have  been  upwards  of  five  years  mod  violently  afflicted 
with  the  Rheumatic  Gout  and  Scurvy,  which  had  enfeebled  me  to  fuch 
a degree,  that  I was  not  able  to  drefs  or  undrefs  myl’elf  for  eight  months  at  a 
time;  but  am  now,  thank  God,  happily  redored  to  my  health  and  drength; 
and  being  very  deiirous  that  the  public  diould  know  where  to  apply  for  relief 
in  fuch  cafes  as  mine,  (of  which  the  faculty  are  as  yet  in  the  dark)  I will 
do  myfelf  the  pleafure  to  wait  on  any  gentleman  or  lady,  to  give  any  further 
information  required. 

And  am,  with  the  greated  refpefi,  Sir,  your  mod  humble  fervant, 

Harrow , Salijbury-court,  Fleet-Jlreet.  J.  KELLY, 

XXXIX. 

SIR,  _ July  23,  1775. 

By  taking  five  bottles  of  your  Drops  lam  cured  of  nine  holes  in  my  right 
leg,  after  having  advice  and  being  at  a large  expence  with  the  faculty  without 
foccefs,  until  reading  in  the  papers  of  the  great  cures  your  noble  Drops  had 
performed,  which  induced  me  to  try  them.  You  have  my  leave  to  publifh 
this.— Witnels  my  hand, 

JANE  TAYLOR. 

Jarvis -houfe,  Sun  Tavern  Field , St.  George's  in  the  Eajl , London . 


XL. 

SIR,  . July  0. 7,  s 77  S’ 

I John  Knight , fhoe-maker,  near  the  turnpike  in  Stroud,  Kent,  was  af- 
flicted five  years  with  a fcorbutic  humor  in  the  hollow  of  my  arms,  almod 
round  ami  my  ftioulders  were  covered  with  it,  which  was  attended  with  excef- 
ilve  itchin",  and  run  a humor  as  clear  as  water,  which  fcalded  and  corroded 
Other  parts",  and  ftiffened  my  fhirt  like  buckram,  and  the  Ikiu  fcaled  off  with 
white  lcurf  and  then  came  again,  attended  with  a fever;  I was  fcarcely  able  to 
do  anv  work;  my  face  was  full  of  large  pimples  : in  fhort  my  complaint  was 
too  bad  to  be  defcrihed.  By  taking  four  final  1 bottles  of  Spillbury’s  Drops  I 
found  furprifmg  relief,  and  by  continuing  them  I am  cured  of  thel'e  complaints. 

Any  perfon  may  be  fatisfied  of  the  truth  by  applying  to  me  as  above,  or  to 

Mr.  Fijher,  bookfeller,  at  Rochefer,  who  faw  me  in  my  miierable  condition, 
when  I applied  to  him  for  the  Drops. 


XLI. 

Mr.  Randal  Dormond,  of  the  toth  ward, 
with  the  Gout  and  Rheumatilm,  often  fo  bad 
his  limbs,  and  after  trying  many  medicines 
large  bottles. 


JOHN  KNIGHT. 

Augujl  10,  j 775. 
Chejea , afflicted  fourteen  years 
as  to  deprive  him  of  the  ufe  of 
in  vain,  was  cured  by  twelve 
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XLII. 


Augufl  2.6,  1775. 

A tradefman  in  the  city  of  Peterborough,  who  had  feveral  holes  in  his  legs, 
after  having  been  at  the  (alt  water  and  found  no  benefit,  was  cured  by  taking 
fix  bottles  only  of  SpiUbury’s  Drops.— Witncfs,  Mr.  Harden,  bookfeller,  oi 
Peterborough,  Northamptonjlnre. 

XLIIT* 

September  5,  17 75* 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Fofier  cured  of  a bad  fcurvy  and  other  dil'agreeable  com- 
plaints, by  taking  only  fix  bottles  of  Spilfbury  s Drops.— Witnels,  Mis.  Hall j 
No.  103,  Beaufort  Buildings , London . 

XLIV. 

December  22,  2775- 

Mrs.  Mary  Clay,  afflifted  with  a leprofy  c*n  the  arms  and  body;  fomeof 
the  (pots  as  broad  as  a half  crown,  which  l'caled  off  and  then  came  again,  cured 
by  twenty  lm a 1 1 bottles.  For  particulars  enquire  at  the  Seven  Stars,  Bromley, 
near  Bow,  Middlefex. 

XLV. 

January  2,  1776. 

Captsin  Millar,  at  No.  is,  Dean  flreet,  Shadwell,  London,  of  the  Mary, 
lately  returned  from  Virginia,  reading  Mrs.  Taylor's  cure  of  nine  holes  in  her 
leg  by  five  bottles,  tried  thef'e  Drops,  and  is  now  cured,  to  the  furprife  of 
himfelf  and  friends,  by  fix  large  bottles  only,  of  one  large  ulcer,  and  two 
fmall  ones  in  his  leg,  of  five  years  handing,  which  had  baffled  all  the  ef- 
forts of  the  faculty.  , 

XLVI. 

SIR,  February  4,  1776, 

I fuffered  feveral  years  under  the  moll  violent  fcurvy,  which  broke  out 
particularly  in  great  fiiTures,  with  fcurf  on  my  hands,  like  the  bark  of  a tree, 
which  not  only  rendered  them  a fad  fpeftacle,  but  deprived  me,  in  a great 
meafure,  of  their  ufe;  and  after  having  applied  to  feveral  eminent  phyficians 
in  vain,  (what  is  no  lefs  extraordinary  than  true)  I was  cured  by  taking  only 
five  fmall  bottles  of  your  Drops.  I am,  Sir,  with  refpeft,  &c. 

MARY  WEATHERHILL, 

At  Mrs.  Underwood's,  No.  8,  Broad-Jlreet , Carnaby -market,  London, 


XLVII. 

A gentleman,  far  advanced  in  life,  laboured  under  an  inveterate  fcurvy 
more  than  twenty-eight  years,  by  obftru&ions,  and  at  different  times  it 
caufed  a rheumatic  gout,  great  latitude,  wandering  pains,  fcurvy,  blotches, 
eruptions,  yellow  and  bfack  jaundice,  and  other  illnels  ; he  tried  many  internal 
and  external  Antifcorbutics,  without  effeff ; he  is  now  free,  in  appearance, 
of  the  fcurvy  and  complaints,  by  taking,  according  to  direflion,  Spilfbury’s 
Antifcorbutic  Drops.  Any  perfon  may  be  fatisfied  of  the  truth  of  the  fa£l, 
and  the  gentleman’s  name,  by  applying  to  Mr.  Pool,  bookfeller,  in  Cbejler. 

XLVIII. 

I Henrietta  Paterfonr  flop  daughter  to  William  Gray,  taylor,  in  Edinburgh , 
aged  fixtecn  years,  have  been  troubled  with  a moll  inveterate  fcorbutic  hu- 
mour in  my  feet  for  upwards  of  ten  years,  to  fuch  a degree,  that  one  of  them 
broke  out  in  large  holes,  and  continued  running  and  carting  large  feales  like 
bark,  notwithftanding  the  many  applications  of  different  medicines,  by  the 
mod  eminent  phyficians  of  this  place,  all  without  the  lead  effe£l ; till  about 
rine  months  ago  I was  recommended  to  Mr.  Elliot,  to  make  trial  of  Mr. 
Spilfbtiry's  Antifcorbutic  Drops,  which  I have  ufed  ever  lince,  according 
to  Mr.  Spillbury’s  direflions.  I had  not  ufed  two  bottles  before  I be'£an  to 
find  the  good  effefts  of  that  medicine,  which  has  continued  daily  to  fuch  a 
degree,  that  I am  now  quite  recovered. 

HENRIETTA  PATERSON. 

Any 
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Any  per  foil  doubling  the  truth  of  the  above,  may  be  fully  finished  by 
applying  to  the  faul  H.  Paterfon,  at  my  houfe,  in  Law's  Plain  fone-cbfe , 
Lationgale , Edinburgh . 

Edinburgh,  March  9,  1776.  WM.  GRAY. 

The  above  is  likewife  attdled  as  a fail,  by 

John  Cardairs,  1 _ -r  r 1 

George  Wright,  f Surgeons,  Edinburgh. 

Thomas  Matthew,  7 , 

Rober  Walker,  ^ Elders,  College  Kirk,  Edinburgh. 

XLIX. 

SI  R,  May  26,  1776. 

I1  or  more  than  fix  months  I was  not  able  to  make  any  ufe  of  my  hands, 
even  to  feed  myfelf,  or  move  m y hat,  through  that  mod  excruciating  com- 
plaint called  the  gout,  which  had  reduced  me  to  the  mod  languidiing  condi- 
tion, and  almod  to  death  3 and,  being  above  feventy  years  old,  I defpaired  of 
a remedy,  when  fortunately  I was  recommended  to  you  by  a lady  of  cha- 
rafler,  who  advifed  me  to  make  ufe  of  your  Drops. — I had  no  fooner  taken 
the  fil'd  bottle  but  I got  new  life,  and  by  fix  large  bottles  only  I found  myfelf 
perfectly  cured,  (though  it  was  in  the  hard  frod)  to  my  great  fatisfaotion, 
and  furprife  of  all  thofe  who  knew  me. 

My  wife,  who  had  long  been  fubjeft  to  violent  rheumatic  pains  in  both 
her  arms,  was  alfo  cured  by  two  bottles  of  your  valuable  medicine:  With 
plealure  and  with  gratitude  we  fubfcribe  our  names,  and  will  fatisfy  any  one 
concerning  the  particulars  thereof,  at  the  Wheat-fheaf,  in  Glattuille- Jireet, 
Ralhhone  place,  St.  Pancras,  London. 

THOMAS  and  MARGARET  CORKRAN. 

/ L. 

We  Meflrs.  'John  Chrijlie,  Minider  in  Carnwath',  and  Robert  Wiljhn , of 
Cleugh,  think  it  incumbent  on  us  to  acquaint  the  public,  that  we  applied  to 
Mr.  Elliot,  fome  months  ago,  for  Spilfbury’s  Antifcorbutic  Drops,  for  a 
poor  woman,  the  wife  of  James  Wood,  ploughman  to  the  faid  Robert  Wilfon, 
■which  he  was  fo  kind  as  to  give  her  gratis  at  our  .defire.  She  has  now  taken 
four  bottles  of  the  medicine,  and  is  at  prelent  ufing  the  fifth,  and  is  fo  far 
recovered  that  die  can  perform  any  ordinary  work,  and  can  now  walk  a good 
deal  by  the  help  of  a dick,  although  fhe  was  nffiiited  to  fuch  a degree  for 
three  years  and  a half  with  the  rheumatifm,  that  fhe  could  not  move  hand 
or  foot,  and  had  not  the  lead  feeling,  although  (he  was  rubbed  to  fuch  a degree 
that  they  broke  the  {kin,  yet  (he  never  was  the  lead  afrefled  by  it,  nor  com- 
plained of  any  additional  pain.  I,  the  faid  Robert  Wilfon,  do  alfo  atted,  that 
I have  been  a good  deal  troubled  with  rheumatic  pains  in  my  knees  for  two 
years  pad  ; and  feeing  the  good  effefts  of  the  medicine  on  the  above  poor 
woman,  I tiled  three  bottles,  and  find  myfelf  much  eafed  of  the  pain,  only 
the  cracking  remains  in  my  joints,  as  defcribed  in  Mr.  Spilfbury’s  printed 
dire&ions. 

JOHN  CHRISTIE,  Minijler. 

Cleugh,  July  24,  1776.  ROBERT  WILSON. 

The  original  certificate,  wrote  by  Mr.  Wilfon  s own  hand,  and  figned  by 
him  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Chrif  ie,  with  many  certificates  of  a like  nature,  may 
be  feen  at  Mr.  Elliot's,  bookfeller,  at  Edinburgh. 

LI. 

July  i 7,  1776. 

A DREADFUL  SCORBUTIC  CASE. 

However  true  certain  fa£Is  may  be  in  themfelves,  when  attended  with  fuch 
ftrotig  marks  of  improbability  as  the  following,  a man  of  honour  and  delicacy, 
who  has  his  veracity  and  reputation  at  heart,  finds  himfelf  much  embarraffed 
fometimes  how  to  exculpate  himfelf  from  the  fulpicion  of  quackery,  by  con- 
vincing the  public  of  the  rectitude  of  his  principles,  and  fcruples  often  to  pub- 
ilifli  them.  But,  the  fubjcft  of  the  prelent  oale  is  lo  well  known  to  all  his 

neighbourhood, 


( 


II 


) 


nfiohbo m'li ood,  ami  to  the  mod  eminent  and  diftinguifhcd  perfonag.es  of  the  fa- 
culTv  that,  I believe,  I may  relt  with  confidence  upon  the  numerous  attentions 
of  the  one,  and  the  candour  and  probity  of  the  others,  for  the  veil  cation  o 
the  following  well  authenticated  Cure. 


The  Case. 

On  the  5th  of  January,  177+,  one  John  Palmer,  near  fifty  years  0 age,  a 
flioemaker,  then  living  at  Mr.  Monk’s,  tobacconift,  and  now  removed  to  1 is. 
Sanyo's  muffin  (hop,  both  in  Graftou-ftreet,  St.  Ann's,  Soho,  was  taken  out 
of  his  bed  in  a fituation  fo  deplorable,  that  thole  who  accompanied  him  thought 
he  had  not  many  days  longer  to  live,  and  brought  to  my  Difpenlary  in  a coach, 
at  the  expence  of  Mis.  Millar,  now  of  the  Cock,  in  the  lame  6 rafton-Jlreet, 
He  hid  been  afflifted  with  a icurvy  for  twelve  years  before  that  time,  the  tirit 
attack  of  which  had  notified  itfelf  by  a pain  in  his  left  elbow,  and  had  gradu  - 
ally fpread  and  increafed  to  the  point  of  being  fo  univeifally  ulcerated,  as  to 
apply  lucceflively,  though  in  vain,  to  leveral  of  our  public  hofpitals.  He  had 
been  fix  weeks  in. St.  Bartholomew's  Hofpital,  under  the  great  Surgeon  srott ; 
one  month  an  out-door  patient  of  St.  George's  ; fix  months  in  the  WeJhnrnjier 
Infirmary  j and  in  thefe  places  he  had  been  pronounced  incurable.  When  1 
law  him,  he  had  his  face  covered  with  holes  and  ulcers,  as  well  as  the  infide  of 
his  mouth  ; and  under  his  chin  a cavity  capable  to  conceal  one’s  thumb.  On 
his  right  thigh  he  had  fuch  a number  of  holes,  as,  according  to  his  account, 
amounted  to  the  number  of  forty,  and  f one  of  which  were  capable  to  contain 
a pigeon’s  egg,  that  the  fight  infpired  horror ; he  could  wear  no  breeches,  and 
had  only  a large  piece  of  cloth  to  lap  over,  and  tie  with  firings.  Ilis  oppofite 
arm  (the  left)  in  which  the  diforder  had  begun,  was  fo  uncommonly  ulcerated, 
that,  at  firft,  he  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  mention  it,  for  tear  of  dif- 
couraging  me  from  undertaking  him:  and,  indeed,  it  was  fo  bad  that  the 
very  bones  were  eaten  in  ; and,  during  the  courle  of  the  medicamenting, 
worked  out  two  fplinters.  On  his  breaft  there  was  another  hole  capable  to 
admit  a common  lien’s  egg.  ^ 


The  Cure. 

I gave  him  immediately  the  quantity  of  four  of  my  prefent  feven  fliilling 
bottles  of  Antifcorbutic  Drops  in  a large  one,  to  take  according  *o  the  direc- 
tions ; and,  by  the  time  lie  had  confumed  them,  he  was  able  to  Hand  upright,  and 
to  walk.  I gave  him  then  another  fimilar  quantity  ;. after  th«  ufe  of  which  he 
was  abie  to  work.  And,  in  about  nine  months,  all  the  capital  ulcers  were 
healed,  and  his  face,  mouth  and  body,  though  even  now  moft  disfigured  by 
frightful  feams  and  lcarifications,  were  all  already  found  and  whole.  As  a few 
more  ulcers  remained  here  and  there  on  his  body,  he  has  ever  fince  continued 
taking  the  Drops,  which  make  two  years  and  a half  from  the  firft ; and  at  this 
very  day,  lias  fiill,  I confefs,  two  or  three  little  holes  juft  under  the  feat  in  the 
breech.  But  this  I aferibe  to  bis  fedentary  life,  and  is  undoubtedly  the  natural 
effe£t  of  the  prelfure  and  friflion  relulting  from  his  mode  of  employ;  which, 
obliging  him  to  fit  all  the  day  to  earn  his  bread,  and  depriving  him  of  a proper 
exercife,  draw  the  humours  where  the  velocity  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood 
is  more  impeded  by  the  weight  of  the  body.  A circumftance  which  will,  per- 
haps, obftruft  the  cure  from  ever  coming  to  a more  complete  degree  of  per- 
fection ; though  in  ftatu  quo  it  may  be  looked  upon  as  both  an  object  of  i’ur- 
prire  to  many  incredulous  opponents,  and  comfort  to  thole  who  are  aftlifted 
with  fo  dieadful  a diforder,  however  defperate  be  the  pitch  to  which  it  may  have 
arrived  in  them,  fo  as  not  to  lofe  all  hopes  of  relief,  after  fuch  an  example. 
And,  for  the  benefit  of  fuch,  as  well  as  for  my  own  perfonal  credit  and  intereft, 
I hope  thofe  who  will  read  this  cafe  and  cure,  whether  friends  or  foes,  will  not 
truft  to  this  narrative,  but  enquire  from  the  patient  himfelf,  and  all  the  other 
perfons  whofe  names  and  dirc&ions  have  been  heretofore  mentioned  in  the  begin- 
ning of  it.  - F.  SPILSBURY. 


C * 


LIT. 


( 12  ) 

LII. 

On  Deeember  rSt  1775,  Margaret  Maloon,  fifty  vears  *77<5* 

t fS^. ‘r 

covered  with  a fcurf  that  came  off  in  lLJ  r i . . , Ims>  leSs'  &c-  was 
themfelves  a*  fofl-  fi  1 r£e  Scales,  which  confta/itly  renewed 

- 

?X^prfhXttT7iSh  lH,"lcs  of  nSjrrE 

ib«:fgrS,,y  ir*fal  ,iM  ,,w":  >ss  ±£&a 

A^i-cun,  iwi;;"sir en<iuir' of  Mr-  ^ ai *** 

LIII. 

afSat-n^ll?oufSefnt  °f  tHe  6ld  !',Cgimentj  commanded ^Cap’ain  ? AJb, 

with  ninl  5.  b u f°  r°  rars  l,nder  a fcorbutic  habit  of  body,  attended 
faculty  waUs  Cnerfeai 1$  "ghj  uS>  w.h.,ch  had  baffle,i  ,he  ^'U  «f  federal  of  the 
An"iSr^ticPD^y  T f l takmg-  °?‘y  five  fmail  bottles  of  Spillbury ’s 
Millar' - the  r /)/  r ortber  Partlculais  enquire  at  his  quarters,  Mr. 

A *"»  * °f  **■"  cl/^ 

LIV.  ' 

Captain  &va»s,  \n  Pembroke,  Wales,  who  (with  mai^  other  5refpf liable 
p^fbna^s)  haS  been  fo  obliging  as  to  give  leave  to  Mr.  Spiifbury,  Chymift, 
WeJlnitnjler -bridge,  Surry,  to  mention  him  as  one  to  refer  to, 
has  received  Wiling  benefit  from  the  ufe  of  his  excellent  Antifcorbutic  Drops 
e £011  > UI  w eicas  he  ufed  to  he  confined  frequently  with  excruciating 
fi  s four  months  at  a time,  he  now  feldom  has  a fit  above  as  many  days.  Other 
particulars  may  be  known  of  Mr.  Wilmot,  bookfellei,  in  Pembroke. 

LV. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Tucker,  at  No.  18,  Red  hon- faff  age,  RedWmrfqua^Lon- 
don,  was  dieadfully  affixed  for  fifteen  months  with  a fcorbutic  evil  in  her 
left  arm,  moftly  on  the  wild,  in  which  were  feven  deep  corrofive  ulcers,  at- 
tended with  weaknefs,  pain,  and  f welling,  fo  as  to  render  the  arm  ufelefs, 
and  to  endanger  amputation:  After  having  tried  the  fait  water  and  vari-ms 
medicines,  by  advice  of  the  faculty,  to  no  effeft,  was  recommended,  Novem- 
?er  +•  177G,  to  Spilfbury’s  Antifcorbutic  Drops,  and  by  raking  only  nine 
bottles  is  perfectly  cured.— For  further  particulars  enquire  as  above,  or  of  the 
neighbours. 

LVI. 

t i ^ r April  19,  1777. 

I have  the  pleafure  tq  inform  you,  that  your  Drops  have  performed  a mod 

furpnfing  cure  on  the  wife  of  Francis  Mayes,  of  Mawhorn,  Hun/ingdon/kire, 
who  had  eleven  holes  in  one  leg.  By  taking  fix  fmail  bottles  they  are  all  healed 
up,  and  the  poor  woman  is  able  to  go  about  her  family  affairs  again.  You 
cannot  lay  too  much,  Sir,  refpefiting  this  very  Angular  cure 

JOHN  HORDEN,  bookfeller,  Peterborough,  Nortbamptonjbire. 

LVir. 

Mi.  F.  C.  Vernjbury,  comedian,  at  Paferborouqh,  was  cured  of  a fcorbutic 
diforder,  which  (hewed  itfelf  of  the  leprous  kind,  by  taking  only  three  feven 
Hulling  bottles  6f  Spilsbury’s  Drops.  Enquire  of  Mr.  Harden. 


LVIII. 


( >3  ) 

LVIII. 


SIR,  7«fy*h  *777- 

About  the  month  of  December,  1758,  I had  for  fcveral  weeks  a molt  1 ievere 
Fever,  iuccceded  by  a violent  fcorbutic  complaint,  and  have  ever  hnce  (eigh- 
teen  years)  had,  at  intervals,  lore  ulcerated  legs,  for  whirli  I was  tteated  by 
i'everal  of  the  faculty,  but  to  no  other  purpole  than  a little  tempoiaiy  iclief. 
The  ditorder  grew  fo  violent  that  I became  almoft  a cripple,  and  though  I tnetl 
many  advertifed  medicines,  ami  conformed  to  diets,  drinks,  &c.  I found  no 
benefit.  Very  hapoily  for  me,.  I read  a number  of  well  atteifed  (iinilat  cafes 
cured  by  your  Drops,  which  induced  me  to  a trial.  I began  taking  them  in 
April,  i776,  and  having  tiled  feven  or  eight  bottles,  the  violent  itching  in  my 
blood  began  to  abate,  next  the  1’weUings  in  my  legs  went  down,  and  the  lores 
all  heJed  up  one  after  another,  fo  that,  by  the  hlefTing  of  God,  1 was  wholly 
freed  from  my  long  complaints  by  Chriltmas  laft,  nor  have  I had  the  leaft  fymp- 
tom  to  this  10th  day  of  July,  1777.  I think  myielf  bound  in  gratitude  to 
give  you  my  confent  to  publifh  this  cure,  by  the  Divine  gooduefs  effciled  oil 
me  by  your  Antifcorbutic  Drops. 

1 JOHN  GARDNER, 

Attefted  by  us  : - , 

7*Wf°n»  ? Bailiffs  of  the  Corporation  of  Southwold,  Suffolk. 

John  Shribb,  Surgeon,  5 r 

William  Mevvfe,  Collector  of  the  Ctiftoms. 

J.  Robinfon,  Deal  and  Timber  Merchant. 

John  Hurrion,  Diflenting  Minifter. 

William  C iwling. 

N.  B.  The  laid  Mr.  Gardner  is  a Joiner  and  Shopkeeper,  at  Southwold,  a 
port  town  twenty  miles  fouth  of  Yarmouth. 

LIX. 

July  27,  1777. 

As  another  unqueftionable  proof,  in  addition  to  the  many  lready  given,  of 
the  real  goodnefs  of  Spilsbury’s  Antifcorbutic  Drops,  Sarah  Ranee,  a fer- 
vant  lately  in  the  family  of  the  Rev.  Doctor  B afford,  Piebend  of  Canterbury , 
has  done  the  Proprietor  of  this  excellent  Medicine  the  pleafure  of  acquainting 
him,  that  <he  is  now  cured,  by  eight  fmall  bottles  only,  of  a rheumatic  complaint,, 
which  had,  for  a year  and  a half,  rendered  her  fcarce  able  to  drefs  or  undrefs. 
herfelf  j and  has  alfo  given  him  leave  to  refer  thole,  who  with  for  farther  infor- 
mation, to  her  brother,  Mr.  John  Ranee,  pewterer,  at  No.  27,  Ewer  s-Jlreet, 
Queen-flreet,  Southwark. 

LX. 

April  2,  1778. 

Mary  Efdale,  a young  woman  who  had  been  for  two  years  reduced  to  crutches, 
and  twice  difcharged  from  St.  Bartholomew's  Hofpital  as  incurable,  was  brought 
to  Spilsbury’s  Difpenfary  on  the  2d  of  September,  1776,  in  a coach  ; (lie 
could  only  go  with  crutches,  had  no  lefs  than  Icven  ulcers  on  her  breads,  arms, 
and  hips,  and  was  attended  by  two  eminent  phyficians,  when,  notwirhftanding 
the  defpontlency  of  her  cate,  (having,  during  the  cure,  above  thirty  fplinters  of 
bone  worked  out)  by  ufing  the  Drops  till  the  May  following,  file  obtained  a 
happy  recovery,  nothing  hut  the  fears  remaining,  and  is  now  able  to  walk  with 
the  abidance  of  a ftick,  of  which  any  one  may  more  particularly  be  Informed 
by  applying  to  the  laid  Mary  Efdale,  at  Mr.  Croft's,  taylor,  No.  2,  Paved. 
Alley,  in  Water-lane , near  Blackfriar  s-bridge,  London. 

LXI.  ' 

April  2,  1778. 

William  Turnbull,  an  apprentice  to  Mr.  Kitchen,  Turner,  New  Gcorgefrect,. 
Chrijl-churcb , Surry,  who  had  been  ladly  affli&ed  for  ten  years  palt  with  a 
pimpled  face,  and  i'everal  large  biles  fpreading  over  his  body,  is  alfo  ready  to 
certif-,  in  juftice  to  the  Proprietor,  the  very  plealing  cuie  he  has  found  in  nine 
fmall  bottles  only  of  the  above  well- experienced  Drops. 


LXU. 


( H ) 

LXII. 


SIR, 

Mr.  Richard  Stock,  gentleman,  of  Pilton,  Somerfetjhire,  aged  fixty,  was 
violently 'affl  fled,  from  July,  1757,  to  February,  1778,  with  a painful  com- 
plaint in  the  ftomach,  attended  with  vomiting,  loathing  of  food,  &c.  fo  that 
he  could  not  return  it  ; for  as  foon  as  he  had  eat  or  drank  any  thing,  it  was 
immediately  thrown  up,  accompanied  with  black  foul  matter  of  a tough  gluti- 
nous confidence ; for  which  complaint,  having  applied  in  vain  to  feveral  gen- 
tlemen of  the  faculty  in  the  neighbourhood  for  relief",  was  advil’ed  by  a lady, 
who  lived  near,  and  had  experienced  amazing  benefit  by  taking  Spilsbury’s 
Drops,  to  apply  for  feme  to  Mr.  Ja?ncs  Cary,  Bookfeller  and  Vender,  in  Sbep~ 
ion  Mallet,  SomerJ'et,  and  by  taking  only  one  bottle  found  great  benefit,  and 
by  continuing  to  ufe  them,  fo  far  reitored  him  as  to  recover  his  appetite,  and  a 
better  (fate  of  activity  than  he  had  experienced  for  many  years,  being  naturally 
of  a very  corpulent  fcorbutic  habit;  and,  what  is  extraordinary,  had  been  above 
twenty  years  troubled  with  ulcerated  legs  ; the  above  Drops  reduced  them  con- 
fiderably,  fo  that  he  is  able  to  walk  better  than  he  has  been  fince  its  firff  break- 
ing out,  during  which  time  it  had  cod  him  upwards  of  fifty  pounds,  to  no 
effeff . 

May  31,  1778.  (Signed)  RICHARD  STOCK. 

Witnefles,  William  Orlidge,  Richard  Stock,  jun. 

LXII  I. 

An  extraEi  from  MeJJrs.  Simmons  and  Kirby's  Kentijb  Gazette,  July  7,  1778. 
Every  additional  proof  of  the  efficacy  of  a medicine  may  be  confuiered  as  a 
matter  of  confolation  to  the  affliited.  We  have  now  before  us  a letter  from 
a refpedfable  perfon,  an  inhabitant  of  a principal  town  in  this  county,  to  the 
proprietor,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract: 

SIR,/ 

I am  compelled  by  gratitude,  as  well  as  by  inclination,  to  pay  you  that  tri- 
bute which  is  due  to  your  great  merit.  My  wife,  tn  the  beginning  of  lad  Cum- 
mer, had  a fcorbutic  leprofy,  and  applied  to  our  apothecary,  who  ordered  her  a 
diet  drink,  which  (he  took  a confiderable  time,  but  without  its  defired  effeft. 
But  on  hearing  of  your  Drops,  determined  to  give  them  a fair  trial ; they  had  a 
mod  aftoniffiing  effeft.  The  palm  of  the  left  hand  was  an  entire  fore,  covered 
like  the  bark  of  a tree,  and  producing  very  offenfive  matter.  The  right  hand 
was  beofinnii.g  with  the  fame  fymptoms  ; the  hand  was  likewife  covered  with  a 
feurf.  °In  taking  your  Drops  three  months  not  the  lead  traces  were  to  be  feen. 

Any  perfon  defirons  of  further  information,  may  receive  it  at  the  printing- 
office,  where  the  original  letter  may  be  feen. 


LXIV. 


Xj  A 1 V 4 

This  is  to  certify  to  the  public,  of  an  extraordinary  cure  performed  by  Mr. 
Spilsbury’*' Drops,  on  Sarah,  the  daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  Wdliams, 
aged  thiiteen,  living  oppofite  the  fign  of  Crifp'm  and  Lrifpana,  in  the  parifii 
of  Stroud , near  Rgchefer,  in  the  county  of  Kent.  She  was  affl.aed  with  a 


of  Stroud , near  ngctsejter,  in  me  tuum,  “ 

terrible  Leprofy,  from  the  crown  of  her  head  to  her  feet,  for  feven  years,  at- 
tended with  great  heat,  itching,  and  running  humor  in  her  legs,  w,th  blotches 
. , , c 1 1 1-  (r o 1 pA  nft  in  white  icnrfr.  and  then 


tended  with  great  heat,  nening,  am.  r ' 

as  large  as  the  palm  of  her  hands,  which  fealed  oh  in  white  feurf,  and  then 
came  again:  (he  was  fo  bad  at  one  time,  that  her  parents  thought  they  mud 
get  the  child  crutches.  After  having  tried  the  doftors  in  the  neighbourhood 

m vain,  Mr.  Spilsbury’s  Drops  were  recommended,  by  the  taking  of  Much, 

in  fifteen  months  (he  was  cured,  and  is  now,  from  a loathlcme  fpe&ade,  in  per- 

^ We  who  live  in  the  pariffi  of  Stroud  aforefaid,  and  know  both  parents  and 
rhild,  do  with  pleafute  affert  the  lame.  Given  under  our  hands,  tilts  14th  day 

T Augud,  *77|j0MAS  nUDsoN.  JOHN  M’COWAN,  Churchwardens. 

EDWARD  FARTHING,  RICHARD  WEST,  Overleers. 
JOHN  BOGHURST,  THOMAS  BOWES,  Inhabitants. 
AlfoMr.  Fifber,  Bookfeller,  of  Rochejler,  ca*n  aflert  the  fame,  who  fupplted 
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LXV. 

OBoher  17,  1778. 

Mr.  John  Rolfe,  Gent,  of  Loofe , near  Maidftone,  in  Kent,  has  done  the  Pro- 
prietor the  honour  to  permit  his  addreis  to  be  mentioned  to  the  public,  as  a 
reftiinony  of  the  efficacy  of  the  above  medicine,  in  eradicating  a Scorbutic 
Scurfy  Complaint  by  a few  bottles  only.  For  further  particulars  enquire  as 
above,  or  of  Mr.  R.  Walker , Bookfeller,  in  Maidftone. 

LXVI. 

O Bober  27,  1778. 

Mrs.  Beck,  at  Mr.  God/o's,  Carpenter,  No.  111,  in  BermonJfey-ftrect, 
Southwark,  London,  returns  her  grateful  acknowledgements  to  Mr.  Spils- 
bury,  Chymift,  Mount-row,  Wefiminfter- bridge,  Surry,  for  the  cure  her 
daughter,  Rebecca  Beck,  aged  four  years  fix  months,  has  received  by  the  ufe  of 
fourteen  fmall  bottles  of  his  Drops.  She  was  afflifled  for  two  years  with  an 
inveterate  Scurvy  from  head  to  foot,  attended  with  a continual  running  matter, 
but  more  particularly  her  head,  which  was  crufted  all  over  near  half  an  inch 
thick  with  a hard  1'cab,  and  iinelt  very  offenfive*.  For  further  latisfa&ion  en- 
quire as  above. 

LXVII. 

Feb.  19,  1779. 

Mary  Reynolds,  fpinfter,  after  being  turned  out  of  Hyde-park  Hojpital  as  in- 
curable after  being  in  fix  months,  came  to  my  Difpenlary,  Augult  10,  7778, 
labouring  under  a molt  deplorable  Scorbutic  Leprofy  for  near  ten  years  on  dif- 
ferent parts  of  her  body  ; her  left  arm  and  hand  were  more  immediately  affefted, 
covered  over  with  a thick  fcaly  cruftaceous  matter,  which  (though  wrapped  in 
linen)  fmelt  intolerably  offeafive,  and  had  deprived  her  of  the  ufe  of  the  joint 
at  the  elbow,  and  alib  the  fingers,  which  were  much  (welled  and  glewed  together 
by  the  foul  humour,  fo  that  (lie  was  nt>t  able  to  drefs  or  undrefs  herfelf : Alfa 
by  reafon  of  the  pain  and  uneafmefs  of  mind,  could  not  reft  either  day  or.  night. 
Such  was  her  cafe  when  (he  applied.  In  taking  the  nrft  bottle  (lie  found  home 
relief;  in  a month  (he  recovered  the  ufe  of  her  joints;  and  by  continuing  the 
Drops  until  the  latter  end  of  November,  her  health  was,  to  the  amazement  of 
ail  who  knew  her,  fo  perfebHy  eftabliftied,  as  Co  take  a cook's  place  in  a repu- 
table family. 

Witnefs,  Mr.  C.  LONSDALE,  Tinman. 

Mr.  J.  GAY.  Cheefemonger,  Tylor-ftrcet,  C.arnaby -market,  London. 

LXVIIT. 

An  inftance  of  the  GOUT  being  relieved. 

S T R>  June  12,  1779. 

The  latter  end  of  the  year  1773,  I was  feized  with  the  gout,  and  have  never 
been  free  from  it  (ince  that  time  more  than  fix  months  together,  and  every  fuc- 
ceeding  fit  continued  longer,  and  became  more  violent.  The  laft  attack  I had 
came  on  in  November  lail,  feizing  me  in  both  my  feet,  knees,  and  elbow,  in  a 
violent  manner,  and  continued  till  the  end  of  March,  whicli  reduced  me  to  a 
molt  languifhing  ftate,  and  alrnolt  defpaired  of  ever  being  cured,  till  feeing  in. 
the  papers  the  many  extraordinary  cures  performed  by  your  moft  valuable 
Drops,  which  induced  me  to  try  them.  I have  taken  two  four  (hilling  bottles 
and  am  happily  reftored  to  my  health  and  (Length,  1b  that  I can  walk  as  well  as 
ever  I could  in  my  life.  I (hall  continue  taking  the  Drops,  and  make  no  doubt 
but  the  gout  will  be  entirely  eradicated.  I think  myfelf  bound,  for  the  good 
of  mankind,  te  give  you  my  confent  to  publiffi  the  benefit  I have  received; 

And  am,  Sir,  your  moft  humble  fervant, 

_ ALEXANDER  KING. 

N.  B.  Any  perfon  may  be  fatisfied  of  the  particulars,  by  applying  to  Alex- 
ander King,  plumber  and  glazier,  in  Runifey,  Hants. 

* To  young  children  with  fcurfy  breakings -out  on  the  head,  arms,  face,  and  various 
parts  of  the  body,  this  medicine  is  excellently  adapted.  In  fuch  cafes  unlike  thofe  that 
ftrike  the  humors  in,  and  oocafion  fits,  they  never  fail  of  producing  the  defired  fuccefs 
as  numbers  of  parents  can  vouch  in  behalf  of  their  tender  offsprings,  who  have  10  their 
mexpreflible  fatisfadlion,  happily  experienced  the  truth  of  thefe  aflertions.  ’ 

’ Lxrx. 
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.....  June  >9»  1779. 

A Lady  of  character,  turn  motives  of  public  zeal,  and  from  the  extraor- 
dinary benefit  (lie  has  experienced  by  the  efficacy  of  the  Drops,  has  left  her 
addrefs  with  the  proprietor,  to  fatisfy  thofe  who  may  wifh  for  further  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  efficacy  of  fo  valuable  a medicine,  in  relieving  perfons  la- 
bouring: under  the  gout. 


I.XX. 

To  Mr.  SPILSBURY. 

S IR,  Chatham,  Sept.  6,  1779. 

I cannot  but  return  yon  my  fin cereft  thanks  for  the  cure  that  I have  received  by 
your  Drops.  I was  affiifted  for  three  years  with  a violent  humour  in  my  hands 
and  left  arm,  which  fwelled  very  much,  attended  with  a dry  feurf,  which  itched 
to  that  degree,  and  was  l'»  painful,  that  I could  not  reft  night  or  elay,  or  even 
do  any  thing.  After  trying  many  medicines  in  vain,  I was  recommended  to 
your  Drops  ; in  taking  o few  Drops  I found  myfelf  better,  and  by  continuing 
them  for  thefe  five  months,  I thank  God,  I am  cured. 

I am,  Sir,  your  humble  fervant, 

ELIZABETH  BARTON. 

C Mr.  THOMAS  PITTARD,  ; 

Witneffes  to  the  cure,  < Mr.  WILLIAM  HAYLER,  } Chatham. 

<■  Mr.  W.  GILLMAN,  Bookfeller,  i 


LXXI. 

An  Extradl  from  Gore' s Liverpool  paper,  dated  “January  14.,  1780, 

Mr.  Gore , bookfeller,  at  Liverpool,  has  frequently  pubiifhed  very  extxaor- 
dinaiy  cafes  of  (lie  efficacy  of  Mr.  Spilsbury’s  medicine,  performed  at  Chef- 
ter,  and  at  other  diftant  counties  : but  now  he  has  thd  pleafure,  accompanied 
with  the  liberty,  of  announcing  to  the  public,  a remarkable  cure  of  a fcorbu- 
tic  leprofy,  with  which  a Lady  in  this  neighbourhood  had  been  afflicted  on  her 
arms  for  feveral  years  5 who,  after  trying  the  faculty  in  vain,  was  quickly  re- 
ftored  to  hei  health  by  the  foie  ufe  of  the  faid  Drops. — For  further  particulars 
enquire  of  the  printer,  and,  if  defired,  the  Lady’s  add  refs  will  be  given. 


LXXIT. 

Mary  Storer,  daughter  of  Jofeph  and  Mary  Storer,  gardeners,  in  Church - 
Jlreet,  Lambeth,  Surry,  was  afflicted  for  near  five  years  with  a violent  crufta- 
ceous  corrofive  humour,  which,  after  the  fmall-pox,  covered  her  head,  and  is 
commonly  called  a fcalecl  head.  She  was  eight  weeks  under  the  care  of  a Dif- 
penfary,  eight  months  an  out-patient  at  the  Weftmi  idler  Infirmary;  but  grew 
worfe  at  each  place.  By  the  taking  of  Spilsbu  ry's  Drops  /he  grew  vifihly 
better  in  a fortnight,  and  by  continuing  them  is  rellored  to  her  health,  as  if  no 
fuch  lymptoms  .had  happened. 

We,  who  are  inhabitants  of  Lambeth,  knowing  the  particulars  of  the  above, 
do  teftify  the  fame,  witnefs  our  hands, 

THOMAS  BROOKES,  Baker, 

April  zo,  1780.  THOMAS  GRIGG,  of  the  Canterbury  Arms. 

LXXIII. 

Mary,  the  wife  of  Peter  Carve  ell,  now  of  Bill -Jlreet,  in  the  patifti  of  Frinf- 
lury,  but  late  of  Stroud,  in  Kent,  has,  for  upwards  of  four  years,  been  grie- 
voufly  affliilcd  with  the  (curvy,  which  produced  large  eruptions,  great  ulcers 
on  her  hands,  legs,  and  other  parts  of  her  body,  fo  as  to  render  her  offenfive  to 
the  family,  and  incapable  of  going  about  Iter  houj'e.  Three  years  fincc  (he 
•went  to  Guy's  Hofpital,  where  (lie  continued  feventeen  weeks,  but  found  no  be- 
nefit By  taking  only  Mr.  Spilsbury’s  Drops  (he  foon  found  relief;  and  by. 
a continuance  the  eruptions  are  now  no  more,  the  ulcers  quite  healed,  and  (he 

is  in  perfeft  health.  APril 22 . 

Witnefs  to  -his  cure,  ‘Tkcmas  Fijher , bookfeller,  of  Rocbejler,  joining  to 

Stroud , near  Srinjhury,  in  Kent.  I XXIV 
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July  12.  1780* 

John  Mitchell,  a fervant  at  Mr.  Glover's,  at  the  corn  mills  in  Mitcham, 
Surry,  was  a pe>  fan  on  whom  the  leprofy  was  eminently  difpldyed  011  the  face 
and  hands,  in  large  blotches  like  the  bark  of  a tree.  On  application  he  received 
benefit,  and  foon  experienced  the  efficacy  of  t lie  Drops,  which  terminated  in  a 
cure.  Further  particulars  may  be  known  by  a reference  to  the  above  parly. 

LXXIV. 

Mr.  William  Barker,  of  Wooton,  in  Norfolk,  near  Bungay,  was  violently  af- 
flifted  with  a fcorbutic  complaint,  which  affected  one  leg  to  luch  a degree,  that 
it  was  full  of  fores  fr  -m  the  knee  to  the  ancle,  and  fo  very  offenfive  he  cohid 
hardly  bear  himfelf,  attended  with  a total  lol's  of  appetite,  and  no  reft  of  nights, 
inlbmuch  he  th  ught  lie  mu  ft  have  died  fhuftly;  when,  about  May  the  t+th, 
1780,  he  began  and  took  fix  bottles  of  Spilsbury’s  Di;ops,  which  cured  him 
in  a Ihort  time,  and  remains  fo  to  this  day,  Feb.  i 1781. 

Witnefs  to  this  happy  cure,  Mr.  JAMES  SEXTON,  in  Bungay,  Suffolk? 

LXXV. 

SIR,  February  oh,  1781. 

Valuable  as  your  medicine  may  be  in  the  cure  of  thofe  afflicted  with  the 
feurvy,  gout,  rheumatifm,  &c.  perhaps  the  efficacious  power  Thereof  has  not 
received  greater  illuftration  than  in  a cafe  I have  now  the  liberty  to  announce  to 
the  public — A rapid  cure  performed  by  your  Drops  on  a gentleman  in  this  city, 
who  had  been  long  afftiffted  with  an  inveterate  fcorbutic  complaint,  attended  with 
indigeftion,  difagreeable  eruptions,  &c. — Further  particulars,  with  a reference 
to  the  perfon,  may  be  known  by  apply  iug  to 

Your  humble  fervant 

WILLIAM  TESSYMAN,  Bookfeller,  in  York. 

LXXVI. 

An  extra  ff  from  the  Edinburgh  Paper,  Jan.  5,  1782. 

To  Mr.  CHARLES  ELLIOT,  Bookleller,  Edinburgh. 

SIR, 

Betty  Hamilton,  in  the  pariflt  of  St.  Bofwell' s,  begs  leave  to  return  you  her 
thankful  acknowledgements  for  the  benefit  fhe  has  received  from  your  cliari- 
table  diftribtition  or  Mr.  Spilsbury’s  Antifcorbutie  Drops.  She  had  been 
affliffed  with  a violent  fcorbutic  diforder  for  upwards  of  twenty  years,  which 
fometimes  rendered  her  unable  to  do  any  kind  of  bufinefs  for  her  fubfiftence; 
nor  could  fhe  find  any  relief  from  medicines  till  the  month  of  Augujl,  1780, 
when  I being  in  Edinburgh,  in  perfon  made  application  to  you,  by  a certificate 
from  the  Minifters  and  Elders  of  the  parifh.  The  benefit  fhe  received  from  the 
firft  bottle  induced  her  to  make  a fecund  application,  and  in  lefs  than  three 
months  was  perfrflly  cured,  and  (fill  enjoys  a good  ftate  of  health. 

As  fhe  cannot  write,  fhe  defires  me  to  fubferibe,  For  BETTY  HAMILTON, 

Leffudden,  Nov.  20,  1781.  JOHN  LANG. 

LXXVII. 

To  Meffrs.  G.  and  W.  Routh,  Printers  oj  Sarah  Farley's  Brijlol  Journal. 

Gentlemen,  Pavjlet , Jan.  10,  1782. 

Among  the  many  excellent  cures  performed  by  Mr.  Spilsbury’s  famous 
medicine,  for  curing  the  feurvy,  &c.  I think  the  following  worthy  of  notice  in 
your  paper,  for  the  benefit  of  thofe  affliiled  with  the  like  complaint. 

One  Jonathan  Winn,  (foil  of  Jonathan  and  Mary  Winn,  of  P owlet,  near 
Bridgewater,  in  the  county  of  Somerfet ) who  is  now  about  fourteen  years  of 
age,  befoie  he  was  a month  old  had  a fcorbutic  complaint,  at  firft  on  his  fore- 
head, which,  by  trying  means  to  cure  it,  broke  out  all  over  his  body,  tili  at 
engt  1 he  became  full  of  ulcerous  fores  from  head  to  feet,  particularly  his  face, 
’trr*  a 3IU  e^s’.  ant^  iWwithHanding  the  affiftance  of  feveral  of  the  faculty,  his 
dilorder  encreaf'ed  and  he  became  extremely  noifome,  fo  that  be  was  obliged  to 
change  his  mirt  and  ftockings  every  day  for  a long  time,  which  gave  his  parents 


( i»  ) 


a deal  of  trouble  and  expence,  more  than  they  were  able  to  bear,  till  about  a 
year  and  half  ago,  when  his  deplorable  condition  excited  the  companion  of  a 
well  difpol'ed  perfon  to  try  the  above  medicine,  which  by  his  taking  a few  bottles 
has  compleated  a perfe&  cure.  He  has  been  well  for  about  half  a year,  and 

probably  may  continue  fo Any  perfon  ddirous  of  further  information,  may, 

by  applying  to  the  faid  patents,  not  only  be  fatisfied  with  every  paiticular 
herein  contained,  but  alfo  have  an  opportunity  of  feeing  the  child. 

I am  your  humble  ftrvam, 

RICHARD  ODY. 

LXXVIII. 


'Jan.  1 8,  1 782. 

Mr.  William  Bannijler,  aged  57,  at  No.  13,  Kennington - lane',  Lambeth, 
Surry , defires  his  cafe  may  be  made  known  to  the  public:  He  was  afflifte.l  with 
the  (curvy  for  three  years  ; in  that  time  he  was  blind  twice,  his  legs  fcarcely  a 
place  free  from  fores,  was  not  able  to  drefs  or  undrefs  himfelf  for  near  two 
years,  and  went  on  crutches  ; little  or  no  deep  at  night  ; his  wife  was  employed 
two  hours  daily  in  duelling  his  wounds.  After  having  had  the  adiftance  of  fe- 
veral  of  the  faculty  to  no  purpcfe,  in  this  deplorable  dtuation  he  was  recom- 
mended to  my  care  by  Mr.  Bridges-,  an  eminent  butcher,  near  Wejbninflcr- 
bridge  Turnpike.  By  taking  a few  bottles  he  found  that  relief  as  to  promily  a 
cure,  and  by  continuing  a few  months  he  was  fo  perfebliy  recovered  as  to  go  to 
his  employment  at  Billingfgate , to  the  furprife  of  his  acquaintance. 

N.  B.  However  extraordinary  this  cure  and  many  others  may  appear  to  the 
public,  yet  I have  the  pleafing  fatisfa&ion  to  allure  the  afflicted,  that  if  an  opi- 
nion may  be  formed  from  the  operative  power  of  the  Drops,  no  perfon  need 
defpair  of  receiving  a cute. 

«S 'obo-fqure,  London.  Frs.  SPILSBURY. 

LXXIX. 

To  Mr.  SPILSBURY,  Chytn-J},  Soho-fquare,  London. 

SIR,  Edinburgh , Aug,  25,  1782. 

I had  been  grievoudy  afflifled  with  a feurvy  in  my  legs,  for  feveral  years,  to 
fuch  a degree  as  to  render  me  fome  conhderable  time  incapable  to  work  at  my 
bufinefs  of  book-binding.  I had  tried  many  remedies,  but  found  no  benefit. 
In  this  diftrefled  fituation  I was  defired  to  make  trial  of  Spillbury’s  Antifcor- 
butic  Drops,  fold  by  Mr.  Elliot^  bookfeller,  in  Edinburgh,  and  by  the  ufe  only 
of  a few  bottles,  through  the  bleding  of  God,  am  now  perfeHly  whole, 

JOHN  M’QUEEN. 

f J.  R.  MACGREGOR,  Minider,  Gaelic  Chapel,  Edinburgh. 

Attefted  by  |SAM.  CAMPBELL,  Bookbinder. 


LXXX. 

The  following  extraordinary  cafe  merits  the  attention  of  the  afflifted  with  the 
feurvy,  gout,  rheumatifm,  and  other  complaints  arifing  from  impurities  of 
the  blood,  See.  See. 

J/O  April  18,  1783. 

Mr.  John  Bennet,  Mafter  of  the  Three  Compafles.  in  Kenfington,  near  Lon- 
don, has  experienced  a remarkable  cure  by  Mr.  Spiifbury’s  Drops,  of  Soho 
Square,  London,  in  a cafe  of  the  piles  (of  fourteen  years  handing)  which  turned 
to  a fidula.  He  was  cut  by  a gentleman  of  the  faculty  in  Wedmmder;  but  in 
three  weeks  after  he  was  as'  bad  as  before  the  dreadful  operation.  His  cure  was 
compleated  by  taking  twenty-leven  (mail  4/.  bottles.  _ 

Mr.  Hatchet,  near  Mr.  Green’s  brewhoufe,  by  the  Wedminder  Infirmary, 
will  atteft  the  fame,  as  knowing  the  particulars,  and  how.  loon  he  found  relief 
by  the  medicine. 

N B However  furprifing  this  Cure  and  many  others  may  appear  to  the  pub- 
lic yet’l  have  the  pleafing  fatisfaftion  to  allure  the  afflifted,  that  if  an  op, ...on 
may  be  formed  from  the  operative  power  of  the  Drops,  no  perlon  need  defpair 

of  receiving  a Cure.  crttrV 

Soho-fquare,  London.  Fn.  SPILSBUR\  . 
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To  Mr.  SP1LSBURY. 

n O&ober  32,  1783. 

come  years  back  I had  a violent  fever,  by  which  my  leg  was  affe&ed,  ami 

0 u c .1  Purrs  vour  Drops  had  performed,  I procuieu  a tew 

E^ttlesTnd8  found  wondeidul  relief:  my  leg  has  been  healed  up  this  twelve 
months,  and  the  Scurvy  removed  from  my  leg-  Furf Iter  ma> 

known  by  calling  at  my  houl'e.  No.  291,  W me  - 3P  GUTERIDGE. 

LXXXII. 

Alfc  a your*  girl,  f.xtecn  years  of  age,  whofe  father  worked  with  Mr. 
S.aL,’  J'hlJ,  in  Ch5.p6.te,  Lnndcn,  has  been  by  a 

few  final  1 bottles  of  my  Drops,  of  a fcorbut.c  humour  wh  ch  had  lettled  n 
ihe  lower  part  of  her  face  5 flie  was  fo  bad,  as  to  wear  a Ma^ve^tl  e 

affeaed  part.  LXXXTII. 

An  Extra” from  Mr.  RATKES’s  Gloucefer  Journal,  Jan.  23,  I7S+- 

We  beg  leave  to  lay  before  our  readers,  a copy  of  3 lette‘  *lom  * rc<pe^a 
Gentleman  of  the  County  of  Gloucefter,  relative  to  the  efficacy  of  a favour,  e 
medicine  with  the  public,  in  the  cure  of  the  feurvy,  gout,  rheumatifm,  chil- 
drens eruptions,  nervous  complaints,  Sc c. 

LXXXIV. 

*«  To  Mr.  SPILSBURY,  Chymift,  Sho-fqua*. 

«c;  i 5 

“ EVERY  bodv  afflifled  with  the  feurvy  fhould  have  recourfe  to  your  inva- 
luable Drops.  The  cure  they  have  wrought  on  me,  in  a mbit  violent  feurvy, 
which  difeovered  itfelf  by  a dangerous  carbuncle  on  the  back  of  my  neck,  and 
breakings  out  in  different  parts  of  the  body,  particularly  my  legs  winch  was 
ulcerated  to  a very  alarming  degree,  demands  my  grateful  and  public  acknow- 
ledgements. On  the  8th  of  January,  1783,  by  the  approbation  of  my  apothe- 
cary, I began  to  ufe  your  drops  ; I have  regularly  taken  twenty-two  fmall-bot- 
tles,  and  though  the  diforder  is  quite  overcome,  I intend  continuing  them  a lit- 
tle longer  by  way  of  precaution.  Iam,  Sir, 

“ Your  obedient  and  obliged  fervant, 

“ JOHN  WH1TEHORN.” 

“ Charlton  Kings,  Gloucefferlhire.” 

LXXXV, 

AlfoMr.  Peter  Salmon,  Wool-man;  and  Mr.  Henry  Roberts,  Bricklayer, 
both  of  Thetford,  have  authorized  Mr.  Watfon,  Bookfeller,  111  Thetfoid,  Nor- 
folk, to  mention  their  addrefs,  as  Ijaving  been  greatly  benefited  in  their  health, 
by  Mr.  Spillbury's  medicine. 

1 v lxxxvi. 

From  the  Bath  Chronicle , Sept.  23,  1784. 

Mr.  STEPHEN  CHASER,  of  Eaft-Pcnnard,  near  Shepton-Mallet,  Somer- 
fet,  was  affli&ed  twenty  years  with  a rheumatifm,  attended  with  a ftrong  fcorbu- 
tic  humor  which  at  intervals  broke  out  in  different  parts  of  his  body,  which 
cauled  great  pain  and  irritations,  fo  that  he  could  not  ftoop  to  exercife  his  ordi- 
nary bufinefs,  and  was  obliged  to  walk  with  a (tick,  neither  could  he  take  his 

natural  reft He  was  recommended  to  try  Mr.  Spillbury’s  Drops,  by  Mr. 

Cary.  Bookfeller.  in  Shepton-Mallet,  and  by  taking  a few  bottles  was  perfeftly 
cured,  and  has  felt  no  return  of  his  complaint  thefe  fix  years.— Witnefs  iny 
Hand, 

Sept.  3,  1784.  STEPHEN  CHASEY. 

LXXXVII. 

Mr.  PARKHOUSE,  Bookfeller,  of  Tiverton,  Devon,  has  alfo  tranfmittecl 
to  Mr.  Spilfbury  the  cafe  of  a lady  in  that  neighbourhood,  who  was  affli&ed 

D a witfi 
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with  fuch  a virulent  fcorbutic  humour  that  her  life  was  really  a burthen  to  her- 
felf,  and  her  appearance  piteous  to  the  beholder,  having  kept  her  bed  feveral 
weeks  ; the  faculty  had  given  her  over,  and  as  the  laft  refource  (he  was  ordered 
to  Bath.'  At  the  earned  loltcitation  of  a friend  (he  was  prevailed  on  to  try  Mr. 
Spilfbury’s  Drops,  a favourable  alteration  took  place  within  a month,  and  a 
continuance  of  the  medicine  perfeflly  reftored  her  to  good  health,  in  which  ftie 
has  continued  thefe  three  years. 

Motives  of  delicacy  prevent  the  publication  of  the  lady’s  name,  but  Mr. 
Parkhoufe  will  inform  any  perfon  of  heraddrefs. 

LXXXVIII. 

I . To  F R A.  S P I L S B U R Y, 

Friend  Spilfbury,  Exon,  12th  of  the  10th  Month,  1785. 

I HAVE  to  congratulate  thee  on  the  extraordinary  fuccefs  of  thy  Drops  on 
a feryant  of  mine,  viz.  Sulannah  Skinner.  Her  complaint  was  an  obftinate 
ulcer  in  her  leg,  ol  fifteen  years  (landing.  She  was  three  times  in  the  Devon  and 
Exeter  Hofpital,  where  (lie  received  temporary  relief;  for  on  returning  to  iter 
uliral  exercife-,  the  alter  foon  broke  out  again,  and  increafed  to  a cor.fiderable 
fize,  which  from  its  (welling,  pain,  and  imflammation,  together  with  the  foul 
llate  it  was  in,  the  leg,  was  (hocking  to  the  fight.  I recommended  thy  Dri  ps, 
and  alio  took  hei‘  into  my  houfe,  to  obfierve  the  effefls  of  the  medicine,  and 
the  progrels  of  the  cure,  which  has  been  happily  effefled,  without  one 
day’s  re(l.  The  ulcer  has  been  healed  about  feven  months. 

I am  thy  friend,  T.  SPARKES,  Surgeon  and  Apothecary  in  Exeter. 

LXXXIX. 

Alfo  the  EVIL  cured. 

THOMAS  TAYLOR,  fan  of  Mr.  Taylor,  Lockfmith,  in  Kinfgate-ftreet, 
llolborn,  London,  was  forely  afflifted  with  the  Evil.  He  had  two  holes  on  his 
right  hand,  and  a bad  finger  on  his  left;  his  lip  fwelled  very  much  ; his  filter 
died  of  the  Evil ; he  was  recommended  by  an  eminent  Surgeon  to  try  Mr.  Spilf- 
bury’s Antifcorbutic  Drops,  by  which  he  was  cured  ; and  Meffrs.  Naylor,  Pen- 
man, and  Barnwell  (all  houlekeepers  on  the  ipot)  have  witnefled  his  cure. — 
Ofl,  25,  1785. 

XC. 

To  Mr.  SPILSBURY. 

SIR,  Farnham,  Surry,  Dec.  14,  1785. 

The  wonderful  relief  experienced  by  your  Antifcorbutic  Drops,  on  a pet  Ion 
of  76  years  of  age,  claims  an  acknowledgement  for  public  benefit.  My  cafe 
in  Auguft,  1782.  I had  a virulent  feurvy,  which  affe&ed  my  body,  more  par- 
ticularly my  legs  ; the  right  leg  fo  bad,  having  three  wounds  laid  open;  diead- 
inga  mortification,  which  was  apparently  coming  on,  I fent  for  afurgeon,  un- 
der whofe  care  I received  not  the  defired  effcfl,  and  by  his  recommendation  I 
began  to  take  your  Drops  ; in  November  my  wound  had  a better  appearance, 
yet  the  Scurvy  continued  very  bad ; about  Auguft,  1783,  my  body  was  free 
from  the  Scurvy,  but  the  wounds  in  my  leg  were  now  lpread  into  one;  in  Sep- 
tember my  foot  fwelled  to  an  enormous  fize,  and  broke  out  into  five  holes ; at 
Chriftmas,  1783,  all  my  wounds  healed  up,  leaving  no  appearance  of  the 
Scurvy.  Witnefs  my  hand,  JOHN  STURT. 

XCI. 

Mr.  Mafk  Jenkinfon,  a refpe£lab!e  farmer  of  Borroby,  near  Grantham,  in 
Lincolnfhtre,  whofe  body  and  arms  had  many  large  blotches,  attended  with  a 
hot  fcorbutic  humour ; by  taking  two  finall  bottles  of  Mr.  Spilfbury  s Drops 
he  has  obtained  a cure.  Witiiel’s  JAMES  QUANBROUGH, 

Jan.  20,  1786.  Perfumer  in  Grantham. 

XCII. 

An  extraEl  from  the  Chtfier  Chronicle,  May  26,  1786. 

Another  recent  and  indubitable  inftance  of  the  (uperior  excellence  of  M>« 
Spilfbury’s  Drops,  preferable  to  other  medicines  in  purifying  the  blood,  is  di(- 
played  in  the  cale  of  Mrs.  Chambers,  of  Greenfield,  near  Holywell,  JThiufiiire, 

who 
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who,  although  in  an  advanced  period  of  life,  was  affli&ed  with  the  fcurvy  in  a 
deplorable  manner,  has  experienced  the  happy  vffefls  of  a cure,  by  taking  three 
bottles  only  of  his  drops.  Witnefs  Mr.  Poole,  bopkfeller,  in  Chefter. 

XCIII. 

RHEUMATIC  FEVER. 

A gentleman  rcfident  in  Barnftaple,  Devonfhire,  who  for  two  years  had  la- 
boured under  a violent  rheumatic  fever,  Was  cured  by  taking  eight  five  (hilling 
bottles  of  Mr.  Spillbury's  Antifcorbutic  Drops. — Witnels  Mr.  Murch,  Book- 
teller  in  Barnifaple.  June  i,  1786. 

XCIV. 

Mrs.  ANN  MACEMAN,  refidenter  in  Edinburgh,  having  been  long  afflicted 
with  a fcurvy,  was  recommended  to  the  vender  of  Mr.  SpiTfbury’s  Drops,  by 
Meffrs.  Stewart  and  Storie,  of  this  city.  She  accordingly  took  three  5s.  bot- 
tles of  this  valuable  medicine,  which  has  had  fuch  a wonderful  effeCt,  as  to 
remove  entirely  her  fcorhutic  complaint. — Witnefs  John  Caw,  Stationer,  Lawn 
Market,  Edinburgh.  July  8,  1786. 

XCV. 

Mrs.  ANN  GEE,  at  Mr.  Pillbury’s  No.  27,  Crown- dreet,  St.  Giles’s  in  the 
Fields,  London,  was  affliCted  with  a violent  fcurvy  in  both  her  legs,  for  which 
die  was  fix  months  an  out-patient  in  the  Middlefex  Hofpitai,  and  received  no 
relief,  was  then  recommended  to  Mr.  Spillbury’s  Difpenfary  in  December 
1785,  and  by  taking  his  Drops,  (he  is  cured.  Aug.  5,  1786. 

XCVI. 

To  Mr.  Spilsbury,  Soho  Square,  London. 

SIR,  . Carlisle,  July  4.,  1787. 

I congratulate  you  on  the  extraordinary  cures  performed  by  your  Antifcorbu- 
tic Drops,  in  this  neighbourhood.  Several  cafes  would  appear  fabulous,  if 
I did  not  know  them  to  be  true,  particularly  the  cafe  of  Mr.  York,  Gunner 
of  Carlille  Caftle.  In  1779  he  was  feized  with  a moft  inveterate  fcurvy,  which 
broke  out  over  his  whole  body,  deprived  him  of  his  fight,  ulcerous  holes  in 
different  parts  of  his  body,  fo  large  as  would  contain  a large  marble.  Medi- 
cal affiitancc,  for  feveral  years,  in  the  general  line,  proved  ineffectual,  his  fur- 
geon  and  friends  defpaired  of  his  life,  and  gave  him  over. 

Hearing  of  your  cures  be  had  recourfe  to  your  drops,  which  wrought  a mira- 
culous cure  on  him  ; his  fight  is  reftored,  the  blotches  and  fores  are  all  healed 
tip,  except  a little  Ipot  on  the  back  part  of  his  head,  and  has  been  fo  for  thel’e 
twelvemonths  pad.  \ our  medicine  has  alfo  performed  other  great  cures  in 
this  city.  I am,  Sir,  See.  &cc. 

Book feller,  in  Carlijle  Francis  Jollie 

XCVII. 

Mr.  Hordes,  Bookfeller,  in  Peterborough,  in  a letter  to  Mr.  Spilsbury 
June  28,  1787,  relates  the  cafe  of  a gentleman  afflicted  with  violent  opprelfions 
in  the  ftomach,  arifing  from  the  Scurvy,  which  rendered  his  life  burthenfome 
nor  could  he  obtain  that  relief  from  the  faculty  he  required  ; but  by  taking 
the  drops  he  loon  received  gicat  cafe,  and  by  continuing  them  is  cured. 

XCVIII. 

Another  Proof  of  the  amazing  Power  of  Medicine. 

To  Mr.  SPILSBUR\,  Chymift,  Soho-fquare,  London, 
'SIR,  Sept.  28,  1787. 

Some  time  fince  I had  the  misfortune  to  fall  down  and  bmife  my  light  lea*, 
which  brought  our  a violent  icorbutic  humour  all  over  it.  For  about  a twelve- 
month  I made  trial  of  various  medicines,  in  order  to  effeCt  a cure,  but  in  vain. 
So  far  were  they  from  anfwering  thewifhed  for  purpole,  that  the  humour  con- 
tinued* to  increafe  daily,  inlbmuch  as  to  confine  me  to  my  bed  for  five  weeks 
and  to  make  me  apprehend  very  ferious  confequences.  At  length  I had  tile  good 
fortune  to  take  your  drops,  and  to  my  great  fatisfaaion  I now  affert,  that 
whefl 
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when  I hat!  tried  hut  one  larc^c  bottle,  I found  mj'feif  much  benefited,  and  that 
about  three  bottles  mote  cured  me. 

I am.  Sir,  &c. 

JOHN  ROBINSON,  Printer, 

At  the  Printing-Office,  No.  4,  Peterborough  Court,  Fleet  Street,  London. 

XCIX. 

The  following  new  cure  was  thought  lb  very  extraordinary,  and  fuch  a won- 
jderful  tnftancc  ot  the  power  of  medicine,  that  feveral  refpeftablc  houfekeepers 

have attefted  the  fame. -'Case,  Mr.  Edward  Art),  Taylor,  at  Mr.  Cook’s, 

Butcher,  No.  63,  Drury-lane,  London,  was  violently  afflicted  with  a fcorbutic, 
conofive, painful  humour  dn  both  his. hands,  which  almolt  drove  him  to  dif- 
traflion,  difeharging  a glutinous  dilagreeable  colouied  matter,  which  caufed  his 
hands  and  lingers  to  ('well  fo  much  that  for  five  weeks  lie  laboured  under  a mod 
calamitous  lituation.  He  could  not  extend  his  fingers,  they  being  drawn  up, 
neither  could  he  fireis  or  ur, diets,  or  feed  himfelf  j his  hands  were  wrapped  up 
in  linen.  After  having  taken  various  medicines  to  no  purpufe,  on  the  23d  of 
July,  1787,  he  applied  to  Mr.  Spillbury,  in  Soho-fquare,  for  his  Antifcorbutic 
Dtops;  bvthcufeof  which  he  experience  1 benefit  in  three  weeks.  By  conti- 
nuing the. Drops  fix  weeks  he  recovered  the  ufe  of  his  hands,  though  in  a weak 
ftill  perlevering  in  the  medicine  Come  weeks  longer,  lie  is  this  day,  Ja- 
nuary 7,  1788,  peifeftly  reftored  to  Iris  health  and  ftrength,  and  not  a fymptom 
of  his  complaint  remains.  Signed  EDWARD  ASH. 

Witneffes  to  the  above  being  a true  cafe,  Mr.  Alexander  Robertlbn,  Cheefe- 
Tnonger,  No.  122,  Drury-lane  ; Mr.  William  Boak,  Hofier,  No.  246,  Holborn  j 
Mr.  Robert  Poulton,  Glal's-cutter,  No.  16,  Upper- union-court,  Holborn. 


C. 

An  Extract  from  South's  Briflol  Journal,  March  1,  1788. 

THE  fatisfaftion  in  witnelling  again  the  powerful  efficacy  of  Mr.  Spiftbtiry’s 
Antifcorbutic  Drops,  prepared  at  his  Difpenfary,  Soho-fquare,  London,  inlti- 
tnted  1773,  is  a circumftance  that  mull  afford  peculiar  pleafure  in  a Vender’s 
mind:  A child  of  three  years  old,  who  had  been  fubjeift  to  irritating  eruptions 
and  blotches  over  different  parts  of- his  body,  from  his  birth,  is  now  cured,  by 
taking  a few  of  Mr.  Spilfbury’s  5s.  bottles  of  Drops.  Further  particulars, 
•with  a reference  to  the  party  in  the  neighbourhood  ot  Brirtol,  may  be  known 
by  applying  to  William  Browne,  Bookl'eHer*  Tolzey,  Briltol. 


Cl. 


IN  addition  to  the  numerous  inrtances  of  the  powerful  efficacy  of  Mr.  Spilf- 
bury’s  Antifcoi-Hntic  Drops,  in  the  cure  of  the  Scurvy,  Gout,  Rheumatifm,  &c. 
Mr.  Thomas  Wilfon,  at  No.  15,  King-ftreet,  St.  James’s-lquare,  London,  has 
honoured  the  proprietor  of  this  erteemed  medicine  with  his  attellation  of  the 
ineltimable  benefit  experienced  thereby,  in  his  cafe  of  a violent  feurvy,  attend- 
ed with  an  inflammation  over  his  face  and  body.  So  prodigious  was  the  heat, 
as  if  the  parts  were  burnt — his  hands  and  face  Were  disfigured  by  eruptions. 
Thus  fituated  for  feveral  years*  viz.  from  the  year  1774,  he  was  advifed  to  try 
Mr  SpiUburv’s  Drops,  of  Soho-lquare;  by  taking  only  eight  finsll  bottles  he 
was  cured,  and  has  continued  fo  for  thefe  four  years  part.  Signed  and  dated 
May  the  6th,  178S. 


CII. 


ExtraSl  from  Mr.  Crutwell's  Bath  Chronicle  of  May  15,  1788. 
k The  following  cure  of  the  Evil  is  well  known  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this 
city  ; the  perl'on  cured  has  for  many  years  been  a dilhibuter  of  this  paper,  and 
1 cafe  is  riven  from  the  copy  of  his  own  letter. 

.t  To  Mr.  SPILSBURY,  Soho-fquare,  London.” 
s j j.  Stoke,  May  4,  7788. 

« I think  it  my  duty  to  return  you  my  fin  cere  thanks  fur  the  great  favour 
you  have  done  me,  in  giving  nlc  your  Drops,  which,  thanks  be  to  God,  have 
wrought  a moll  miraculous  cure  upon  me,  after  every  one  had  given  me  over, 
and  iny  poor  arm,  with  five  wounds  running  at  once,  and  my  body  all  down  the 
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fame  fide  foot  tec!  as  a leopard  with  purple  (pots,  which  people  imagined 
break  out  but  Coon  after  I began  taking  your  Drops  the  IpoU  were  all  gone, 
and  my  arm  began  to  mend  ; and  now  I am  entirely  well  of  that  d.fm.  f.lbr- 
tler  the  Evil,  which  I muft  have  laboured  under  as  long  as  I lived,  had  it  not 
been  for  a kind  of  recommendation  to  your  benevolence  for  it  was  not  m my 
power  to  purchafe  one  guinea's  worth  of  yo*r  valuable  Drops,  and  through 
your  kind  benefaction  I have  taken  Five  Guinea  s worth,  which  has  wrought  a 
perfect  Cure  upon  me.-Your  molt  obliged,  E O R G E A L L E N, 

Broad  Weaver,  of  Limply-Stoke,  in -The  parifh  of  Bradford,  Wilts.  . 


The  en filing  Poetical  Pieces,  fent  bv  anonymous  Hands,  it  is  hoped  will  not 
be  thought  improperly  added  to  the  before-going  Caies. 


To  Mr.  SPILSBURY,  Chymift,  at  his 
Dilpeniary,  Soho-fquare,  Proprietor 
of  the  Antifcorbutic  Drops. 

BLEST  be  the  man,  whofe  mental 
pow’ts  impart, 

Health  fo  the  body,  gladnefs  to  the 
heart ; 

Whofe  friendly  hand  hath  op’d  a 
ready  door*. 

From  complicated  ills  to  free  the  poor. 
The  Scurvy,  fell  difeafe!  no  more  ap- 
pals ! 

Abalh'd — difmay’d — the  hydra  mon- 
fter  falls, 

No  more  to  rife  : he  yields  the  dubious 
day, 

And  with  reluftance  quits  his  deftin’d 
prey. 

Piirfue  the  plan,  to  dire  difeafe  a foe — 
Greatly  alleviate  each  human  woe. 
Fearlel’s  of  flander,  as  a Quack  en- 
roll’d, 

Envy  (hall  blulh  where'er  thy  Fame  is 
told  -f-. 

While  Faffs  muft  (how  the  candid  of 
mankind, 

(Whofe  reafonings  are  free  and  un- 
confin’d) 

That  not  in  Halls,  or  Colleges  alone, 
Th’  TEfcuiapian  Art  erefls  her  throne  : 
The  good  Supreme  his  various  blelllugs 
fhowers 

Onmufs-grown  hamlets  and  the  (hep- 
herds  bowers  ; 

Shews  to  the  villager  andruftic  hind. 
Of  direeffefls  the  latent  caule  to  find  ; 
Shews  him  what  Science  oft  in  vain  ex 
plores 

For  Nature’s  God  points  out  her 
balmy  ftores. 

CANDIDUS. 


To  Mr.  SPILSBURY. 

MERELY  to  praife  what  all  man- 
kind admire. 

Is  but  a glimmering  of  the  Mufes  fire  ; 
But  when  with  Juftice  (he  prel'umes  to 

fing 

And,  arm’d  with  truth,  fhe  fcorns  the 
Critic’s  Iting  ; 

Who  views  tiie  theme  where  nervous 
Diftion  fl  iws, 

The  fpark  celeftial  in  his  bofom  glows  : 
The  well-wrote  page  each  drooping- 
heart  will  raife. 

E'en  the  learned  Medicus  the  work 
muft  praife. 

Where  you  with  candour  fpeak  of 
Goldl'mith’s  death  J, 

Who  through  imprudence  yielded  up 
. his  breath  ; 

Scawen’s  alarming  end  is  likewife 
trac'd, 

The  origin  and  progrefs  rightly  plac'd  : 
The  chymic  art  is  treated  with  fuch 
care. 

We  read  with  wonder — yet  in  know- 
ledge (hare — 

The  various  powers  of  Minerals  ; we 
fee 

Their  /Efculapian  aid  difplay’d  by 
thee ; 

Poifon,  di farm'd,  becomes  a fov'reign 
good,  . 

And  all  its  terrors  are  at  length  fub- 
tlu’d : 

Y ou,  like  the  Bee,  extra  61  relief  for  all  $ 
Difeafes  now,  likedngon,proftratcf.ill. 

A LOVER  of  true  MERIT. 
Bath,  Oft.  r6,  1776. 


* Alluding  to  the  Author’s  mod  beneficial  Difpcnfary,  cftablifhrd  in  1773,  and  ever 
fince  fupported  at  his  own  and  foie  Ex  pence. 

-f-  Alluding  to  the  mofl  aftonilhing  and  beft  authenticated  cures  of  the  Gout 
Scurvy,  Rheumatifm,  Evil,  Lcprofy,  Nervous  Complaints,  &c.  &c. 

X Free  Thoughts  on  Quacks. 
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To  Mr.  S P I L S B U R V. 

The  following  lines  are  in  (bribed  by  a 
perfon  who  has  been  fo  happy  as  to 
experience,  beyond  expectation,  the 
efficacy  of  his  truly  valuable  An- 
tifcorhutic  Drops,  in  the  cure  of  a 
nervous  fcorbutic  Gout. 

LET  laureat  bards  in  ftatelier  num- 
bers fing. 

And  penfion'd  Mufes  hail  a fav’rite 
King ; 

Their  New-year  Odes  in  loftier  ftan- 
zas  raife, 

The  tinfel’d  fplendor  of  a Court  to 
praife. 

Mine  be  the  theme  fair  merit  topurfue, 
To  give  to  genius  and  to  worth  its  due: 
Alike  to  flatt’ry  and  chicane  a foe, 
Fain  would  my  numbers  pay  the  debt 
I owe 

To  you,  whofe  falutary  art  can  give 
Relief  to  pain,  and  bid  the  wretched 
live ; 

For  what  is  life,  when  tortur’d  with 
difeafe  ? 

Or  what  is  wealth,  when  nought  can 
give  us  eafe  ? — 

Oh  ! may  each  circling  year  new  plea- 
fures  bring. 

And  crown  with  bleffings  each  return- 
ing fpring  ; 

For  rich  and  poor  thy  friendly  aid  re- 
ceive, 

And  mortals,  fore  affliffed,  ceafe  to 


To  Mr.  SPILSBURY. 

By  a LADY.. 

Freed  now  from  pain,  with  fpiiits 
light  as  air, 

Returning  health  difpelling  ev’ry  care, 
Frefh  vigor  now  the  grateful  mind  in- 
fpires, 

And  fancy  glows  with  warm  poetic 
fires ! 

Health  ! chiefeft  bleffing  of  the  good 
Supreme, 

The  cordial  draught  that  animates  the 
theme 

To  fing  his  praife — firft  to  whom  tri- 
bute’s due 

And  whilfl  flie  thank  the  donor 

thinks  on  you ! 

You,  the  difpenfer, — whofe  effeCliial 
ikill 

Is  the  benevolent  agent  of  his  will ! 

fits  bounteous  will  to  you  enjoin’d  the 
tafk 

To  heal  the  rich — the  poor  need  only 
afk 

Relief  from  fell  difeafe,  and  racking 
pain  ; 

But  oh  ! the  joy  to  give — tranfeendi 
the  blil’s  they  gain  ! 

Taunton,  Feb.  15,  1777. 


York,  Jan.  19,  1777. 

N.  B.  Mr.  SPIT  SBI/RY’s  DROPS  are  vended  in  Bottles  of  Five 
Shillings  and  One  Pound  Two  Shillings,  Duty  included,  with  Folio 
Bills  of  Directions,  &c.  at  his  Idoufe  in  Soho-fquare,  London,  and 
at  the  general  Venders  of  Medicine  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland* 
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